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INTRODtJCTION. 



The foliawing Letters have been arranged for 
puilitation nearly in their original form. In 
relating the circumstances of these eventfal cam-- 
paigns, the Writer has avoided offering any 
opinion on the policy of Great Britain in the aid 
forded to the Peninsula, and the manner in 
which that aid has been applied. These pages 
will be found to contain, simply, a soldier's jour^ 
nal of the operations he has witnessed, of the 
marches he has performed, interspersed with oc-- 
casional remarks on the manners and customs^ 
and the local scenery of countries, which jfrom 
the difficulties of travelling are less known than 
the rest of the continent. He is aware that 
many of his observations wUl not have even the 
recommendation of novelty, but where he may 
appear diffuse in his description of subjects not 
of a militafy feature, he relies on the indulgence 
of his readers^ 
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IV INTRODUCTION. 

The marches of the army have only been gene^ 
rally toiu:hed upon^ the writer confining himself 
principally to thp route of the 1st division^ and 
sometimes only to that of the battalim in vhich 
he served; but he has not omitted to detail occa^ 
sionalfyy the movements of the whole, where A« 
hasshad an (opportunity of doing so with accuracy. 

In a narrative if this ncitur^^ the Writer has 
denied himself the gratification of e^patiitting 
upon the well kwmn gallantry of British troops^ 
and the skill and militctry tathnts qf thfi lef^d^rs 
under whom th^y fought. Their merits will be, b^t 
appreciated in the hearts qfq. gmftful country ^ 
and the historian ^hen recording in hk hight^t. 
pgge % Battj[,b qf TAi-AVJsjtA, mU not fail 
to trtmsmU to m ^miring posterity^ Oi faithful 
detail of the spknded atchifpmenfft and 4eeds of 
nohleprowfifs displayed by the vfqrriors ^JSntain 
throughout gvitry trying hour of that mpmrakh 
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A NARRATIVE, 

4c. 4<^. 



LETTER L 



T^ Expedition sails from Portsmouth.— ^Sepamted in a 
Gale of Wind; reassembles at Cork.-^Befused Feniu»* 
BioXk to disembark at Cadiz. — Arrital ip tfa^ Tag^. 

On Board the Queen Transport, 

Off LvAon^ March \% 1810. 

THE' Expedition embarked at Spithead, 
under the orders ofMajor-GeneralSherbrooke, 
which had been detained for some days by 
contrary winds, sailed per signal in a fresh 
gale at N.E. about noon, on Sunday, Ac 
15th of January, 1809, under the protection 
of the Niobe frigate and Isis of 50 guns. — 
At 4 P.M. the fleet anchored for the night in 
Cpwes Eoads ; and at day-break on the fol- 
lowing morning, weighed and stood through 
the Needles with a leading wind. — ^The mas* 
ter^ of the transports went on board the. 
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Niobe for instructions at noon ; when they 
were infonned, that the object of the expedi- 
tion being of the greatest national import- 
ance, all possible sail was constantly to be 
carried during the day.. Before dusl^, the 
fleet was off Portland. Next day, while 
standing down Channel, the Niobe made the 
signal for Cadiz. 

From this time the convrfy met with baf- 
fling winds and squally weathier imtil thip 
morning of the 30th, when the whole were 
dispersed in a tremenduous gale of wind; 
after which some of the transports bore im- 
mediately up for Cork, the appointed ren- 
dezvous. . \ 

On the 25th of February, the whole of the 
missing ships having previously joined, the 
fleet again weighed, and stood out of the 
Cove with a light and favourable breeze, 
which at sun-set had carried theni nearly o*it 
of sight of land: 

Nothing particular occuiT<ed until the, 6th 
of March ; when, continuing the voyage 
with a moderate gale, and fair weather, at 9 
A. M. thje Niobe telegraphed a large frigate 
passing through the fleet, and shortly after- 
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Wards made the sigiial fot sensing the land, — 
the rock of Lisbon on the weather bow ; and 
for each ship to pass. within haiL Spoke 
the Commodore^ who desired a good look- 
out to be kept, as the French fleet was at 
sea, having sailed from Brest on the 3d in- 
stant. A Blitish squadron had been de- 
tached in pursuit. — ^At noon the rock of 
Lisbon bbre east 4 or 5 leagues : Cape Espi- 
chel S;£. 10 or 12 leagues; steering due 
south. 

By some mismanagement^thePrinceGeorge 
transport, the head quarters ship of the 
Coldstream Guards fell on board His Majes- - 
ty's ship Isis about 11 o'clock at night. In 
the alarm naturally occasioned by such an 
event, occurring too at so late an hour, from 
which the most fatal consequences were to 
be apprehended, several of the officers and 
men jumped on board the Isis; but Ensign 
Long failed in the attempt, and vas unfor* 
tunately, drowned. Tlie trapsport soon after 
go(| <?lear of His Majesty's ship, with the loss 
of her mizen-mast* 

. :.At midni^t the fleet battled round Cape 
St Vincent On the foUpwing mpming Cape 

b2 
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St Mary bore N* E. by E. at the distance of 
7 or 8 leagues. The Niobe under a press of 
sail a-head. At 10 P. M. shortened sail, the 
Commodore having hove to. 

At 2 A. M. on the 8th instant tow the 
lights of Cadiz. At dawn of day the city 
appeared right a-head, about 5 leagues di?* 
tant. The fleet ran along the shore, Imving 
a beautiful view of the Carraccas, the Isle ©f 
Lion, and the inner harbour, in which lay 
the Spanish men of war and the French 
prizes. In the distance appeared the Jofty 
mountains of Modina Sidonia. A ^British 
iMjiiadron, one ship bearing Hie flag of Rea^- 
Admiral Purvis, lay at anchor in the outer 
liarbour. > , :. 

At half-past 2 P.M. a lugger from the 
Admiral spoke the Niobe ; immediately after 
whidi the signal was made to rendezvous in 
the Tagus. At this time the ships were close 
in with the city, and the inhabitants, were 
'distinctly observed enjoying the sea breeze ofli 
Jhe tops of their houses, which we all ^at-* 
roofed, in the form of a terrace. 

Cadiz^ sed:ted in the extremity of a penin- 
sula,. appeared a well-built handsome citf^ 
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mth several maguficent edificies. — ^^Our great 
neceeiary of liffe is wanting ; namely^ freiBh 
limter^ which is brought in boats at a consi*^ 
derabie expense across the bay fr<xtn Port St. 
Mary's. The harbour is formed by Fort St. 
Sebastian on the south, and the tow|i of Rota 
on the north. The entrance is strongly for- 
tified ; and, indeed, every assailable point is 
protected by heavy batteries. — ^The river Gu- 
adalett^, the fabled Leth^ of the. ancients, 
falls intp the bay of Cadiz. 

The master of a transport which had en^- 
teied the harbour, and was boarded by a 
boat frdhi the British fleet, was infomied that 
a division of troops, under the command of 
JMajox*General Mackenzie, after remaining 
at Cadiz for upwards of a month, without 
being permitted to land, sailed on the pre^ 
peding day for Lisbon. Tliis intelligence oc*i 
casioned various surmises ; as the conduct of 
the Spaniards, in refusing to admit an English 
force into. Cadiz, could not be reconciled 
with what had been previously and industri-. 
ously proclaimed respecting the disposition 
of this nation towards Great Britain, 

The wind . continuing favourable, at day- 
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light yesterday the fleet arrived off. the mouth 
of the Tagus. . About 8 o'clock, the Portu^ 
gueze pilots came on board, and took charge 
of the ships. Nothing can be conceived 
more delightful than the view of Lisbon in 
saiUng up the river. The day was remark- 
ably fine; and, as the fleet advanced, every 
object, so late in possession of the enemy, 
forcibly engaged the attention of the British 
troops. At the bottom of the niountain, 
which is called the Rock of Lisbon, stands 
the small town of Cascaes ; beyond that, the 
convent of St. Antonio, beautifully situated 
close to the beach, under the shelter of a fine 
grove of pines. Half a nwle to the eastward is 
Fort St. Antonio } and two miles higher up. 
Fort St. Julian ; which, in conjunction with 
the Bugio, a circular battery of two tiers of 
cannon on the opposite side of the channel, 
protects the entrance of the Tagus, and cer.- 
tainly presents a most formidable obstacle to 
the passage of a hostile fleet. About two 
leagues above Fort St. Julian, stands the an^^ 
cient Moorish Castle of Belem ; to the west- 
word of which, and inunediately adjoining, 
a large ^lalftinpon battery has recently been 
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constructed* SevOTal smaller forts line the 
north bank of the rivCT, but the whole are 
commanded by superior eminences, conse- 
quOTitly untenable on the land side. At 5 
P.M. the fleet anchored a little above Belem 
Castle, and opposite to the convent, one of 
the few edifices of note which were not over- 
thrown in the memorable earthquake of 1755, 
at which time nearly the whole of Lisbon 
was destroyed. On this mdancholy occasion 
several thousands of the wretched inhabi'* 
tants sought shelter, and were received within 
its consecmted walls. This noble Gothic 
pile was erected on the spot where the dliring 
Vasco de Gama received the b^aedicticn of 
the Patriarch of Lisbon, before he embarked 
pn his voyage of discovery. 
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Short Account of LUlM^rrP^^ Chvrchefty Jffffidatt, &c.««^ 
Reported Situa^on of t))e Frenck Anm&^, under MarihsA^ 
Soult and Victor. 

Lub(m,ifordi 16, I90d» 
M^JOR-OfiNEItAL SttERBTlOOKE haVltlg 

previously issued ottlesps, that the troopiBk 
should adopt a condHating mode of conduct 
tOTrards the Par tugttese natr^m in general, and 
pay particular respect to the religious cere- 
monies oi the country ; on the morning <i( 
the 13th instant, his division disembarked, 
. The Becond^ brigade of Guards, under the 
command of Bri^sdidrJOenecal iH« FjCamp- 
bell, occupied the ba^ac^s at ^letn. The 
officers were quartered upon the inhabitants, 
who in general evinced the utmbst civility 
and attention to their accommodation. Ma- 
jor-General Tilson^s brigade, consisting of the 
2d batallion of the 87th regiment, and 1st of 
the 88th, was quartered in Lisbon, and form- 
ed the garrison of the capital. 

Lisbon is adorned with several handsome 
streets and squares, particularly the Real 
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Proi^a 4e CommercKH where i» an equestrian 
statue in bronEe of Jofeph the 1st. ; but the 
general appearance of this metropolis cannot 
&,il to disgust a stranger* Owing to the ex« 
freme filth which meets the eye in every part, 
and is impardonable, As its situation on the 
banJ^a of a noble river, fi?om whidi Lisbon 
deriv^si more inpsirtant (Hwiinea*cial advanta* 
ges thaA any other capital in Europe, London 
e^c^pted, ^ords the utmost facihty for Iceep* 
i^g the streets perfectly clean. 

The i^ity is of ^eat extent, reaching from 
bolow BelOT[i, to which it is joined by a con- 
tinuation of buildings to Maiirala, aJotig the 
be^h^ a distance of neady seven miles, but 
the breadth is irrpgulair^ owing to the high 
grounds which rise up in almost every direct 
tion from the banks of the Tagus. The prin- 
cip^ street is called the Rua Augusta, ad-r 
joining the ^rand square of the Roscio, ia 
which the Palace of t^e Inquisition, now oc- 
cupied by the Regency, is situated. Near 
tjbis are the theatres of the Salitre and Rua 
das Condes. There are no public buildings 
of sufficient consequence to merit attention, 
excepting the churches, the. generality of 
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Arhich are decorated in a most splendid style* 
And although it may be from motives of po- 
licy that so much splendour is exhibited in 
their religious edifices, as it must have a 
powerful effect on the minds of the ignorant 
and bigotted, yet to adom the temples of God 
with all possible magnificence, seems to be 
but paying a proper homage to the Deity. 

The Estrella convent, which was built by 
the present Queen, and the churches of St. 
Domingo, St. Francis, and St. Roqiie, are 
pointed out to strangers as particularly deser- 
ving of notice. In the latter is the celebrated 
chapel of St. John the Baptist, made entire- 
ly at Rome, by order of King John the Fifth, 
of exquisite workmanship, and embellished 
with the most beautiful paintings, in mosaic. 
The frontispiece of silver chased ornaments, 
had been taken down, and packed up to 
send to Paris, by order of jundt. 

Excepting the old castle, Lisbon has no 
other means of defence; works however, 
might be erected on the hills, forming the 
environs of the city, which would consider-^ 
ably rietard the approach of a hostile army. 
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but nothing of the kind has as yet been at- 
tempted. 

At a short distance from the city, is the 
noble Aqueduct thrown across the vale of 
Alcantara, which supplies the whole of lis- 
bon with the waters of the Pusilippo. This 
princely specimen of modem architecture is 
above a mile in length, and is supported on 
seventy fine grand arches, the centre and 
principal one being upwards of 200 feet in 
height, from the bed of a small river which 
runs imder it* Its amazing strength enabled 
it to resist the effects of the great earthquake 
pn the 1st of November, 1755. 

There are several good taverns in Lisbon; 
the Golden Lion, La Tour's, BamwelFs, 
charmingly situated at Buenos Ayres, &c. 
. This being Lent, the theatres and opera are 
shut, which is the less to be regretted, parti- 
pularly the opera, as. since the departure of 
Catalani, Vestrig, and Angiolini,. the Italian 
theatre no longer enjoys its former reputation. 

At Belem are the royal gardens, which, 
although magnificent, are in too, formal a 
style to please an English taste. A few rarQ 
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birds remain in the aviary, but the menage^ 
rie was completely emptied by Jun6t. 

TTie royal museum still contains a great 
number of natural curiosities, although a 
considerable quantity had been carried off 
by the French, and many rare productions 
wantonly destroyed. 

Among other objects of attraction in the 
beautiful environs of Lisbon, is the palace of 
Queluz, a league from the capital, on the 
road to Cintra, which place, from the salu- 
brity of its air, is esteemed the Montpelierof 
Portugal. The surrounding country, compri- 
sing the rugged mountain, with the convent 
of Pina, is highly picturesque; and the blue 
waves of the Atlantic ocean, terminating the 
prospect on the west, impart a character of 
sublimity and grandeur to the varied and ro- 
mantic scenery. 

Two leagues from hence^ and seven frojB 
Lisbon, stands the abbey of Mafra, cele- 
brated for its fine gardens and extensive li^ 
brary. Here the court were accustomed an- 
nually to spend a few weeks in solitude. 
One league beyond, is Torres Vedras, the 
Turres Veteres of the Romans. 
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A stranger is particularly struck by the 
apparent devotion of the people in the streets, 
who on hearing a bell announce the approach 
9f the host, drop on their knees, and remain 
in that position, however unfavourable the 
weather, saying their prayers . and crossing 
themselves until it has passed* The several 
town guards are turned out and present arms, 
arid the officers and soldiers of the . British 
army, halt and take oflf their hats, in con- 
formity with the orders issued to that effect. 
At present little is known here respecting 
the movements of the French, except that 
they threaten the northern aud eastern fron- 
tiers of the kingdom. The Portuguese seem 
,to be in a state of apathy, and are apparent- 
ly taking no measures for the defence oiP their 
country; but it is to be hoped, they will be 
roused from this inactivity should the enemy 
actually make an irruption into Portugal. 
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LETTER III. 

The Guards march to Ssiccavem. — Sir John Craddock' 
moves his Head Quarters to Luniiar. — Account received 
of Marshal Soulthaving taken Oporto. — Marshal Beresford 
sets out for Thomar. 

Saccavenif March 30, 1809. 

A PARTIAL change has taken place in the 
quarters of the army. 

On the 18th instant, the guards marched 
into Lisbon, and were received by Lieut. 
General Sir John Craddock, commander oif 
the forces. ' Two days afterwards the brigade 
commenced its route along the north bank 
of the Tagus. The Coldstream occupied the 
town of Saccaveni, and the 3d regiment halt- 
ed about noon at Olivias, A small bat beauti- 
ful village surrounded with groves of olives 
and vineyards, two miles in the rear. 

On the 22d, the 3d guards advanced, and 
took up a strong position; the town of Sac- 
cavem, about a mile to the right, and a small 
river running through a deep valley in its 
course to the Tagus^ in their immediate front. 
The left of the battalion extended to the vil-r 
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lage of Unhos, a distance of two miles. The 
walks in the vicinity are delightful, and the 
hedges, iu which, grow spontaneously the 
Indian % the myrtle, and the orange, impart 
a most grateful fragrance to the air. 

The commander of the forces has removed 
his head quarters, to : Lumiar^ and the several 
brigades of infantry, are drawn in a cordon 
round the capital; the left of the whole being 
at Alcantara. 

General Beresford, who has been honour- 
ed with the rank of marshal, by the Regency, 
is about to proceed with a numerous staft' to 
Thomar, in order to organize the new levies 
assembling in that city. 

The intelligence of M. Soult, with an army 
of twenty-four thousand men having taken 
Oporto, creates a considerable sensation. A 
number of the inhabitants of that city and 
neighbourhood, on hearing the approach of 
the enemy, quitted it, and have arrived in 
Lisbon. Among others, the venerable Arch- 
bishop of Braga and suite. The reports of 
the enormities committed by the, French on 
gaining possession of Oporto, almost exceed 
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belief; but they are unhappily too well au- 
thenticated. 

Every exertion is making in the several 
departments to enable the army to Commence 
active Operations. In a few days it is ex- 
pected the troops will leave their present po- 
sition^ and take up luiothet in advance. 
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LETTER IV. 

tJ<^flftiM^ iKeb M ttfcb ifaitmgh AQi^hdrft^ Ciitegink tid 
^Icoebire, to Riom^yor; — Peseri|)|ioD of ^ ^^iiiiti]^ 
on the Route. 

Ki&mayof^ April 17, 1809. 

The campaign tnay now bfe said to bate 
coihmeiM^ed^ and thus far hare tbe Briiii^h 
advanced into the heart of Portugal. 

On the ttiorning of th^ 9th instant, the 
attny was put in motidti. The brigade of 
Guards marched to Alhandra, threePortttgues^ 
leagues or twelte miles, and arrived itbout 
one o'clock. The baggagfe was carried on 
mnlM^ no wheel-carriages bdng allowed in the 
Mne of Inarch but to general officers. Alhan- 
dra is delightfuilj situated at the base of a 
range of bills cloatbed w^h viheyatds. 
. On tbe followirtg day the Guards reStiined 
their march abotit nine 6*ck)ck, arid soon af- 
tear mid-d^y w^tinto cantonments. The 
Gc^dstreaiii and light infantry at Villa Nova- 
da Rahiba, tbe 8d regiment at C^rregada. The 
fotite was feoiigh the towns of Villa I'ranca 
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da Xira and Castanheira, situated on the 
banks of the Tagus. 

Next day, General Alexander Campbeirs 
brigade consisting of the second battalions of 
the 7th and 53d regiments. arrived at Castan- 
heira. 

After a, halt of three days, the division ad- 
vanced at day-break on the,14thtoAlcaentre, 
a small town, nearly four leagues from C^rre- 
gada. Soon after leaving the latter place, the 
smiling fertile plains of Lower Estremadura 
were succeeded by a blea'^ and partially culti- 
vated district, where nothing relieved the eye 
for many niiles but a few scattered cork and 
pine trees. In some parts of this dreary regioa 
wooden crosses were erected to niark the, spot 
where murder had been committed, and these 
sad memorials of human depravity are but 
too frequent throughout this kingdom. 

The dust on this da^s march was particu-: 
larly troublesome. At one the brigade halted. 
Part of the 3d regiment was quartered in the 
Chateau of the Cond6 de Lumiar, a large 
and once magnificent pile,- but now aban^ 
doned to the care of a few domestics, and 
scarcely habitable. The giounds, although. 
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quite neglected, are still beautiful; and tlie. 
situation of the castle embosomed in trees, 
was rendered peculiarly striking from its- 
bursting unexpectedly upon the view, after 
a long march oyer a sandy tract of country. 

The next morning at daylight the Guards 
proceeded on their route, and at the end of 
three leagues reached this place. The coun- 
try at first, bore a similar feature to that 
thpiaugh which they had marched the prece- 
ding day, when within a league of the town 
the road led through a deep and extensive 
forest of pines intermixed with the olive. 

General Alexander Campbell's brigade 
marched into quarters here about an hour 
afterwards. 

Riomayor is an inconsiderable town on the 
banks of a small river, which, taking a south- 
erly direction falls into the Tagus below San- 
tarem. 

At the distance of three miles is a cavern 
in a romantic glen, in which several families 
had taken refuge on the first entrance of the 
French into Portugal. There is nothing re- 
markable in the appearance of the cavern, 
but the surrounding scenery is inexpressibly 

c 3 
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beautiful, aiid adbrmgd Iqp sovAe very find 
GOfk trees^ ise^reciA of trfaich measured iip« 
wards of twenty feet in circmnfibreiiee. 

Sir John Craddock with the principal put 
of the army has arrived at Caklas^ fiv# 
leagues on the left. 
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JUBTTEE V. 

pfmyi&ofr of St. Pomiiuck U Batalha^ — Leyria. — Sir John 
Craddock take^ leave 6f the Anny. — Bishop's Palace, &c. 

iefriOf Jfril 26, 16Q9. 

At four on the mortkig of the ilit in- 
fStanty the general beat; arid exactly at five, 
the crfumii tiibved off on <Jii6 road teadmg tb 
O^bfto. This day's march wais long and fih- 
tiguing; about seven leagues or tweiity-diglA 
ihiles,-^the road one of the best in Portugal, 
niade by order of the' Marqijis of Pmnbal. 
•JiFo wafer WAS to be j^ocured on the marcH; 
but of tHs the troops had been previously 
•infbmied. The Guard's arrived at Batalha 
ai^out five <!/clock, and nearly the whole wtre 
qikartiered in tiie ancient Gcmvent of St. Do- 
minick. At six, an excellent dinn» was 
fterved up to the officers in the refectory : the 
Prior hiiriSeJf, with several of the monks, at- 
tended during the repast. After dinner, they 
werS coiiducted to see the body of John tihie 
Secbiid, which was still in tolerable preserva- 
tioti, although the monarch^ had been' dead 
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upwards of three hundred years. The archi- 
tecture of the Convent excited universal ad- 
miration : a beautiful corridor run round each 
story ; and it is perhaps the most magnificent 
specimen of the Arabesque reniaining iA 
Europe, with the exception of the palace of 
the Alhambra at Grenada. 
. Next morning, at anearly hour> the offi- 
cers took leave of the hospitable brethren of 
,St. Dominick; and after a march of two short 
leagues, the brigade arrived at Leyria about 
eight o'clock. 

Thiscity^ seated in a fertile valley^ watered 
by the small river Ley es, is the see of a biidiop. 
Its first appearance is particularly impressive. 
On a high isolated rock stands the ruins of an 
old castle,: proudly overlooking the city, and 
forming a reniarkable contrast with the bi- 
shop's palace, a Ixandsome moderij building 
immediately below^ Nearly adjoining is the 
cathedral, which has nothing striking in its 
exterior appearance, but is richly decorated 
within. In tlie palace are a fpw pictures, but 
none of any merit. The principal suite of 
apartments opened to a terrace, commanding 
rich and. beautiful views of this picturesque 
country. 
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Considerable anxiety is now felt respecting 
the future operations, and a variety of opinions 
and reports are in circulation. By some, it 
is supposed, that the army will remain quietly 
in Leyria, covering the capital ; while others 
conjecture, that it is intended to advance in 
the course of a few days to attack Marshal 
Soult in Oporto ; although, the situation of 
Victor's army, on the right flank, but on the 
opposite side of the Tagus, seems to present 
an obstacle to a further advance in that di- 
rection. 

Yesterday, Sir- John Craddock set off for 
Lisbon on his way to Gibraltar, of which 
fortress he has been appointed Lieutenant- 
Governor. His Excellency, in general or- 
ders, expressed his entire approbation of the 
conduct of the troops in the trying situation 
in which they were placed; and his deep re- 
gret, at being removed from the command 
of this giallant army at a crisis of such im- 
portance, which it was not in the pQwer of 
any consideration to alleviate. 
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LETTER Vr. 

The. Aaof. mmokhlm at C0mbi9^-Tr9!^jsci%(i0Q ^f di§f 
. Qii^>: — CatQpeD8.^--]M[oaas^i7; o£ Ssipt;^^ Cru^ an4. IiI^ua* 
aery of St. Cla^o.— Sir Arthur Wellesl^y takes the Com- 
mand of the Army. 

The whole <rf theafmy^ mth ^^Bytception 
of Major-General M^k^i^ie^ brigadey tdMt 
had been <iete!ched ta the^righ*, was BJteeni;.- 
bled in Coimbra about the beginning of Matyi. 

Soon' after morning parade oi> tibte f^tii of 
April, a sudden order was i«suedi foi? the«i3iiy 
,toadvance> and, bynooii, the Guarcte^ wiA 
General Richard Stewart's brdgad^y mmied 
off on the road to Opwto in a heavy fsM\ of 
rain. After a march oC ftmr leagues, ^diout 
sevCTi in the evening the column, halted in. the 
town of Pombal, which poss^sed Rotiui)g 
remarkable but ^ fine xM caf^e iij ^ oom- 
manding situation. Next dliy, the troops 
reached Condeixa about two o'clock; dist^Qi^^ 
five leagues. 

At day-break, on the 1st of May, the di- 
vision resumed its march; and soon after mid- 
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daj^ ani^d at Coimbra. From thf^ sunmiici 
ef a hill, on gaining whiefa, the first view la 
eaB^it of the cit j^ the iroad led bjr a wtading 
dueeboa &ss above a mile through di w^od of 
olives to the Iwidge ovef the Monde^; on 
the northern bank of iviiich Coimbca i& situ^ 
ated.— The appearance of the Bcitish troop* 
was. hailed bjr the inhabitanta witj^ the most 
Purely demoosliaistions^ of joy. 

This is the seat of learning; for Coimbra 
ocmlams: the only universitj^ in Portugal. 
Mem CamoeiR^ t}m pride and boasli of his 
oofm^j^ received his^ edYtcarfaon; and on the 
baokst o£ the MoodegOj^ he first wooed t^e 
Muse^ audi coinposed several of ht^ most adr 
mimd soimete. The vale^ ihroug^* whicL thi^ 
river glides, is of great extent and beauty, 
and might v^ be supposed to. have excited 
tile mastmibUme ideas in the bosom df tlie au- 
Ihoi^ of th^ tusiad. Of his attaahment toCo- 
imlH», CasiDii^n^ giFes niimerous proofs in hts 
wxitiogsv Wi&ipecnliar delight, the. poet fee* 
quiwtly^ rdcurs^ to a descriptioniofrthe romajn- 
tic sceimry amidi^ which, in early yoitth Im 
sought] rod^tion. ftiqm . \m literary pursoits^ 

13)&^Mvei»l clasaes: am heid m l^e.ci^lago 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^6 

of St. Paul's, which had been the Royal resi- 
dence before the seat of government was, re- 
moved to Lisbon. The number of students is 
usually about a thousand ; but the whole are 
at present dispersed, in consequence of the 
critical situation of the country. A few re- 
mained in Goimbra ; and about three hundred 
are formed into an armed association, called 
the Academic corps, commanded by Lieut.- 
Colonel Trant. -x . 

The library of this College is very extensive, 
and fitted-up in an elegant style.^ — :From the 
top of a high tower, to which the ascent is 
by a naiTow winding staircase, a fine view is 
obtained of the surrounding country, and the 
couriSe of the Mondego, until it falls into the 
vast Atlantic. 

Yesterday^ about two o'clock, the arrival 
of Sir Arthur Wellesley was announced by 
the firing of rockets ; and the bells of the dif- 
ferent churches immediately commenced a 
peal of joy. Surrounded by a numerous staff, 
the commander of the forces rode to his quar- 
ters amidst the acclamations of the people, who 
testified the highest delight on beholding the 
hero of Vimeira. At night, the city was brilli- 
antly illuminated in honour of His Excellency^ 
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The monastery of Santa Cruz, where Head 
Quarters were established, is inhabited by 
monks of the rich order of St. Augustine. As 
a particular,favour,'the British officers were 
allowed to see the sanctuary, into which few 
strangers are ever admitted. Here, the intel- 
ligent French Abbe St. Croif , who had emi- 
grated from his native country at an early 
period of the revolution, had taken refuge. 

On the south bank of the Mondego, and 
immediately opposite to the city, stands the 
magnificeiit convent of St. Clare. The nuns, 
who are of the first families in Portugal, were 
much pleased with the visits of the British 
officers at the grate, and sought to amuse 
them by the spontaneous exertion of their 
talents in singing and music. Several of them 
were handsome, and would be thought so 
even in England. The pecuUarity of their 
dress was certainly unfavourable to tlie display 
of their personal charms, and formed a re- 
markable contrast with the naivet6 of their 
manners. . 
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LETTER VIL 

BmticMi of Ikt f reiich.— Marsbtfl BerasfoNl pwcct6i$ Uf 
Vbeu «^Uh Mi^or-Glanend Tilson's Siigade.-^St^ff 9i 
the Amy and lane ot BaUle.^ 

Combra, May 7y l«)d. 

. TniB pesitiatt of the enemy, against whoia 
it M!^t» generally supposed flie British werte 
destined to act in tfee firisrt ii»tance, was^ un- 
derstood to be as follows: Marshal Seidt wiftk 
Uie' main-body of bis army, is* in Oporto^; and 
Ins advanced guard, composed of cafvaky, 
under the command of Gei^eral Franeesehi, on 
<^e north side of the Vouga. The total nutta'- 
feer of the Fi^ench is stated at 24^000'; but Uiis 
force is very much scattered at present, as 
they occupy Viana on the Lima river, and 
Valence and Tuy on the Minho. The latter 
is an important post, being the ferry ^Muh 
communicatei^wth Gallieia; and they have 
moved all the boats on the Minho, as weH as 
those which belong to 'Viana, to tliis point. 

Victor's army is in the neighbourhood of 
Badajos, but not advancing. Major General 
Mackenzie's brigade is stationed at Abrantes; , 
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the lAu^itanian legion vmdcr Colonel Mayne 
n» a cofpB of obs^rvatiou at Alcantara; and 
the principal part of the PortugueM army has 
been coUected in the y^lejr oi the Tagug. 
There are gun boats moored in the river as 
high up as Azambujo, manned by thorough 
jsistd seamen, voluntacT$ frotn the transports ; 
tmd this little naval foi^ce lias some kmg guna 
on the shore attached to it. The engineen 
have ascertained that Lisbon can be bom- 
barded from the opposite heights, for which 
purpose the enemy may probably move a 
corps through the Alemtejo on the peninsula 
betwixt the Tagus and St» Ubes, 

Colpnel Trant with about two thousand^ 
Portuguese is' in front on the banks of the 
Vomgftj keeping a vigilant watch on the move- 
sfi^nta of the French, and Sir Robert Wilson 
i» also on the river, commanding the advan*- 
eed Corps of Brigadier General Barcellar's 
division of the Portuguese army which is sta* 
tioned at Vi^eu. 

Several battalioivs of Portuguese infantry 
are already united with the British brigades. 
Mar^al B^'esford, who came to Coimbra on 
the arrival of Sir Arthur Wellesley, moved 
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forward on the morning of the 5th instant, w'ith 
Major General Tilson, and the division of 
troops on the road to Lamego. Yesterday Sir 
Arthur Wellesley reviewed his army on the 
extensive plain below the city. 

The following is a list of the staff of this 
army, and the order of the line of battle as 
given out in general orders : 

Lieut. Gen. the Rt. H. Sir A. Wellesley, K.B. 
Commander of the Forces. 

Lieut, Col. Bathurst, Military Secretary. 

Captains The Hon. Fitzroy Stanhope; Lord 
Fitzroy Somerset; George Bouverie; and 
C F. Canning, Aides de Camp. 

Major Generals -Sherbrooke; Payne; 

Lord WiUiam Bentinck ; and the Honorable 
E. Paget, with the local rank of Lieutenant 
Generals during the cohtinuance of this 
service. 

Major Generals — Cotton ; Hill ; Murray ; 
Erskine; Mackenzie, and Tilson. 

Brigadier Generals — A. Campbell ; H. F. 
Campbell; R. Stewart; Cameron; Fane; 
Drieberg ; and Langworth. 
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Colonel Donkin, Colonel on the Staff. 



Adjutant Generals' Department. 
Brigadier General the Hon. C. Stewart; Ad- 
jutant General, Lieut. Colonels Darrock, 36 
regiment; Lord Aylmer, Coldstream; Ed- 
wards^ Heimber, 68th regiment ; EUey, Horse 
Guards; Majors Tidy, 14th regiment ; Wil- 
liamson, 30th; Berkeley, and C. Campbell. 



Assistant Adjutant Generals. 

Captains Cotton ; Elhot; Dashwood; Graham; 

Cockbum; Mellish; and During, 

Deputy Assistant Adjutant Generals, 



Quarter-Master Generals' Department. 
Col. Murray, 3d Guards, Quart. Mast. Gen. 
Lieut. Col. Delancey,Dep. Quart. Mast. Gen. 



Lieutenant Colonels Bathurst ; Bourke ; 

Major* Blaquiere and Northey, 

Assistant Quarter-lVIaster Generals. 



Captains Mercer; Sutton; Langton; Kelly; 

Heverfield; Scovil; Waller; and Beresford; 

Deputy Assistant Quarter-Master Generals; 
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The army is brigaded^ and will fttaiid id 
line as follows : viz. 

CAVALRY, 

Lieut. Gen. Payne and Major-Gett. Cotton* 

14th Light Dragoons Colonel Hawker* 

20th ditto Major Blake. 

3d K.'s Ger. Lt. Hussars Lt.Col. Arentschild. 

I6th Light Dragoons Colonel Anson. 



GUARDS. 

Brigadier General H. F. Campbell. 

1st Battalion Coldstream Lieut. Col. Hufee. 
1st Battal. 3d Regiment Hon.Col.Stopford. 
1st. Company 60th Captain Haines. 



INFANTRY. 

1st Brigade, Major-General Hill. 

3d or BufFs Lieut, Col. Muter. 

66th Reg. 2d Bat. Major Murray. 

48th ditto Lieut. Col. Duckworth. 
60th 1st Company 

3d Brigade, Major-General Tilscm* 
60th 5 companies Ma|ar Woodgate.. 
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88th 1st BAttaJion Major Vandeleut* 
1st Battalion Portuguese Grenadiers. 
87tli 2d Battalion Maj<H- Gough. 
5th Brigade, Brigadier-General A. Campbell. 

7th 2d Battalion Lieut. Col. Sir W. Mjers. 
53d ditto ' Lieut. Cbl. Bingham. 

I6th Portuguese, 1st Bat. Lieut. Col. Ohver. 
60th 1 Company. 

7th Brigade, Brigadier-General Cameron. 
9th Regiment Lieutenant-Colonel MpUe. 
10th Portuguese, 2d Battalion. 
83d Regiment, ditto Lieut. Col. Gordon. 
60th 1 Company. 

6th Brigade, Brigadier-General R. Stewarjt. 
*DetachmentslstBatal. Lieut. Col. Biinbury. 
I6th Portuguese Regiment Lieut. Col. Doyle. 
29th Regiment Lieut. Col. White. 

4th Brigade, Brigadier-General Sontag. 
*Detachments2dBattal. Lieut. Col. Copson. 
I6th Portuguese* 

* The Battalions ef Detachments were fanned of those 
soldiers of Sir John Moore's army who were left sick in Lis- 
bon^ or fell out from sit:kness in the march through Portugal 
to Salamanca, and the sick and stragglers during the retreat 
to Corunna. 

D 
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97th Regiment Lieut Col. Lyon. 
60th 1 Company. 

2d Brigade, Major-General Mackenzie. 
?7th Regiment, 3d Bat. Lieut. Col. Maclean^ 
45th ditto 1st Lieut. Col. Guard. 

31st ditto 2d Major Watson. 

KING'S GERMAN LEGION. 

Major-General Murray, 

WITH 

Brigadier-Generals Drieberg and Langworth. 



ROYAL ARTILLERY. 

Brigadier-General Howarth. 
Lieut. Colonels Framlingham and Robe. 
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LETTER VIIL 

First Movements of the British. — ^Arrival o( the Gusirds at 
Villa Nova da Porto. — Passage of die Dourb.^ — Oporto 
taken, and Retreat of the French Army. 

^ Oporto, May is, 1811. 

After a series of operations, conducted 
with the utmost rapidity and attended with 
the happiest success, terminated by an at- 
chievement second to none recorded in the 
page of history, either for •boldness of con- 
ception or the promptitude with which it was 
carried into execution, — :Sir Arthur Wellesley, 
on the 12th of May, obtained possession of 
this important city. 

The following is a detail of the movements 
of the British from the hour of their leaving 
Cpimbra, until the auspicious moment, when 
Lieutenant-General Paget, with a handful of 
men, made good the passage of the Dourb 
in the face of a formidable enemy. 

On the morning of the 8th instant, Lieute- 
nant-Geueral Payne, witih the brigades of ca- 
valry and infantry, under the command of 
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Major-Generals Cotton and Hill, marched 
from Coimbra, the latter by way of Aviero, 
at which place the infantry was to embark for 
Ovar, and turn the enemy's right by the road 
on the sea-coast. 

The first and immediate object of the com- 
mander in cliief, was to dispossess the enemy 
of Oporto ; and while the principal force 
%vas employed in the attack upon the main 
body of the French in that city, Marshal 
Beresford was directed to proceed with his 
division by Lamego on the Upper Bouro, and 
cross the river at that point, for the purpose 
of diverting the enemy's attention. 

On the following day, the brigade ofGuards, 
with those of Brigadier^Generals Sontag, A. 
Campbell, and Cameron, advanced from Co- 
imbra with the whole of the artillery and 
stores attached to them* Brigadier-General 
Cameron took the road of Aviero; the Guards 
halted about three o'clock at Familicoa, and 
the other two brigades occupied Malheada 
and adjacent villages in the rear. 

May the 10th. — ^The march of the troops 
was resumed at day-light; aii^, at two o'clock, 
thehead of the column arrived upon the bridge 
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oyer the Vpuga. Generals Payne and Cotton 
with the cavalry, and Colonel Trant with the 
Portuguese under his command, had passed 
the river late on the preceding evening, and 
early this morning drove in tlie advanced 
posts of the enemy ; who, after making a short 
resikstance, retreated on the road to Oporto 
pursued by the British. The Honourable 
Major Lincohl Stanhope was wounded in the 
arm by a sabre in charging the enemy with a 
squadron of his regiment, the l6th Light 
Dragoons. At six o'clock, the Guards halted 
in the miserable village of Albegaria Nova, 
where the French had converted the dwellings 
of the inhabitants into stables. 

May the 11th. — Much depending on the 
rapidity of movement, the Guards were again 
under arms at an early hour; and having 
halted to refresh themselves from ten o'clock 
until noon in the small town of Penhieros, 
about five in the evening they arrived at St. 
Antonia de Arifana, the head qviarters of the 
"reserve for the night, — ^twenty-four miles from 
Oporto. The pursuit of the enemy had been 
continued by General Payne to a position, the 
lieights of Gxigon; about three leagues from 
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that city, whence a reinforcement was sent 
by Marshal Soult, making their nmnbers 
amount to nearly five thousand men. Upon 
this body a spirited attack was made by Bri- 
gadier-General R. Stewart, and Major-Gene- 
ral Murra}^ by a well conducted movement 
with a brigade of the King's German Legion, 
turned the left flank of the enemy ; who, in re- 
treating, was charged by two scjuadrons of thfe 
l6th and 20th Dragoons under Major Blake^ 
led on by Brigadier-General [the Honourable 
C. Stewart, assisted by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Delancey, Captain Mellish, and Captain 
Dashwood. The advance of the British took 
up a position on the hill beyond Carvalhos, 
within two short leagues of Oporto. 

The brigade of Generals A. Campbell and 
Sontag, which halted yesterday in Albeguria 
Velha, were this evening quartered in Pen- 
heiros. 

The faintest tints of dawn appeared in 
the horizon as the Guards quitted their can- 
tonments yesterday to advance. The intelli- 
gence of the preceding evening had led the 
troops to expect an immediate meeting with 
the enemy; but it was now learnt that he had 
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retired with considerable precipitation during 
the nighty and destroyed the bridge of boats 
across the Douro, The troops continued to 
advance, and entered Villa Nova da Porto 
about two o'clock, when they had the satisfac- 
faction of finding that a part of the army had 
already crossed the river in boats, assisted by 
the Portuguese, notwithstanding the vigilance 
of the French sentries; and were at that mo- 
ment engaged with the enemy. 

From the Sierra Convent, situated on the 
south bank of the Douro, the Commander of 
the forces had observed the French retiring to 
a height immediately above the city, and, with 
the intention of cutting off their rear-guard, 
he pushed three companies of the Buffs across 
the river, under Lieutenant-General Paget, 
who was directed, in the event of being 
pressed, to throw himself into a convent, which 
the enemy could not approach without being 
exposed to a destructive fice from some guns 
advantageously placed in the gardens of the 
convent. The result happened as Sir Arthur 
Wellesley had foreseen. The enemy's co- 
lumns, on. observing the movements of-' the 
British, descended from the height to re-enter 
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Oporto; but by this tivat MajotrGeneral 
Hill had crossed the Domro with bis brigade, 
which he was enabled to eflfect with great ce-t 
Imty by the unremitting and yoluntjury ^- 
ertions of the Portugu^e in nayigating the 
boats. Nearly at the sfuaae moment a squa^ 
dron of the 14th Light Dragoons, under Ma- 
jor Hervey, and two pieces of artillery, were 
got over, and Major-General Murray, who 
. had passed the river, a few miles above, with 
a battalion of the King's German Legion, 
appeared on the left flank of the enemy, who 
found himself compelled to retire, but took 
up a more advantageous position, where he 
seemed determined to make a staftd. The 
Guards now received orders to advance^ and 
were embarked as they reached the Douro, 
under the superintendance of Colonel Pon- 
kin, with the most perfect regularity. Al- 
though harrassed by a fatiguing march of 
upwards of eighty miles in four days, over a 
most difficult country, yet no sooner were 
they formed on the opposite shore, than the 
whole began to run up the steep streets of 
Oporto, and continued their exertions until 
the head of the column was ordered to 
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halt. In passing along, the brigade was 
cheered with repeated i&hovts of Viva Inglezes^ 
by the inhabitants, who hailed the British as 
their deUvorers. Tlxe smiles of the young 
ladies at the balconies, their white handker- 
chiefs waving as the troops approached, and 
the prayers of the aged, accompanied with 
tears, for their success, formed a most inter- 
esting scene. The way was somewhat ob- 
structed by the Artillery and waggons of amr 
munition which the enemy had abandoned 
in his retreat. Amid these lay the bodies of 
the dead and wounded Frenchmen, already 
stripped by the Portuguese, and exhibiting a 
most painful sight. 

The brigade had only halted a few minutes, 
when a considerable number of prisoners, 
chiefly wounded, were brou^t in, and the 
enemy, who at first made a sliew of main^ 
taining his position, finding himself pressed 
on both flanks, retired in great confusion, 
after a spirited charge of the 14th Dragoons 
by Major Hervey, towards the hill of Valongo, 
about a league in front. There the com- 
mander of the forces determined on leaving 
him for the night, satisfied with the advan- 
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tages he had already obtained. The French 
must havesufFei^ considerably in the action, 
but on the side of the British the loss was tri- 
fling, compared with the importance of the 
victory they had gained, which in less, than 
three hours had given them possession of 
Oporto, the second city in the kingdom. 

After remaining a short time on the ground, 
the British marched into quarters, and were 
received by the inhabitants in the most ho&p 
pitable manner. 

Marshal Soult was completely surprised in 
Oporto, and consequently had made no ar- 
rangements for the removal of his sick, of 
whom above a thousand were found in the 
hospitals.. It certainly was in his contempla- 
tion to evacuate Portugal, his army having 
been considerably diminished by sickness; 
biit this he meant to put in execution at his 
leisure, conceiving himself perfectly secure by 
the destruction of the bridge ; and Loison 
liad been detached towards Araaratite to op- 
pose the progress of Marshal Beresford in that 
direction. Nothing could exceed the asto- 
nishment and distress of the French Chief, on 
l^eing assured that the British were actually 
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crossing the Douro, and this bold movement 
was equally unexpected on the part of the 
Portuguese, 

The conduct of Marshal Soult must be 
considered as the best eulogium on the me- 
rits of this enterprise, as he is universally 
acknowledged to be one of the best officers in 
Bonaparte's service, arid as such, is said to 
enjoy a considerable portion of his master's 
esteem. 
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LETTER IX. 

Pursuit of the Enemy to the Borders of Galicia. — Aff^ of 
Salamondl^-^Conduct of the Peaaantry. 

TravessOj ontlie Northern Frontier ofPortugalf 

May 19, 1809. 

The exertions of the army for several days 
succeeding the capture of Oporto, were unre- 
mitting, and of the most fatiguing descrip- 
tion. 

The bridge over the Pav6 having been re- 
paired, on the 14th instant the l6th Light 
Dragoons, the brigade of Guards, and Briga- 
dier-General Cameron's, advanced to Villa 
Nova de Familicoa, on the road to Braga, 
with the intention of, cutting off Marshal 
Soult's retreat by that direction into Spain. 
On the march it was understood that the 
commander of the forces had received in- 
formation from Marshal Beresford, of his 
having defeated General Loison, near- the 
bridge of Amaranth, and that he was pursu- 
ing the fugitives towards Chaves. 

Next day the column reached Braga about 
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noon, Marsha Soult had taken. up a position 
at the distance of a league ancl a half, and was 
supposed to meditate an attempt at pushing 
through the city in^the nighty with a view of 
gettinginto the road toTuy and Valence. About 
two in the morning, the French drove in the 
out piquets ; but this was rtierely k feint, as 
immediately afterwards tbey continued tiieir 
youte towards the frontiers* At four tlie co*- 
iumn marched; and although the rain on this 
and the two preceding days was nearly inces* 
sant, yet the spriits of the troops were kept 
up by the hope of overtaking the flying foe. 
This hope was partly verified ; for about six in 
the evening the enemy -was discovered by the 
advance, posted in the village and adjacent 
heights of Salamond^. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Fuller of the Coldstream Guards^ commenced 
the attack with the Light Infttntry of the 
brigade, which would have been followed up 
by-the whole division; but on the approach 
of night the French fled^ Bftdr sustaining a 
trifling loss. A^ it continued to rain during 
the night, and no cover could be obtained, 
the troops were in a most uncomfortable situ- 
ation, only to be equalled by that of the de- 
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feated enemy. Next rooming (the 17th) se* 
Ycral prisoners were taken in the woods, and 
a considerable quantity of baggage was 
found. It was now discovered that the 
French had been enabled to retire by the left, 
over a small bridge, which only admitted the 
passage of one at a time. The armed pea- 
santry had been directed to tbppose the aie- 
my at this point, but, unfortunately, .some 
Swiss troops, cloathed in red, under the com^ 
mand of General Reynaud, being mistaken 
for British, were permitted to cross, and by the 
dispersion of the Pojtuguese, the remains of 
the rearguard were enabled to effect their 
escape, biit many fell over the. precipices in 
the darkness of the night, and were drowned 
in the river Cavedo, which was considerably 
swelled by the late rains. 

About noon the column moved forward^ 
and at dusk halted in the village of Ruvaens, 
without seeing any thing of the enemy. This 
place afforded very indifferent accommoda- 
tion, and there was no possibility of bringing 
forward wine for the troops, the advance 
being much too rapid, aud the roads so bad 
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as to preclude tlie carriage over this moun<* 
tainoits district* 

On the 18th the anny marched at day- 
break, and in the course of a few hours the 
.British found themselves again in the track of 
the enemy, who had burat sieveral villages in 
his retreat. A number of men and horses lay 
dead in the roads, as the French destroyed 
all the animals who, from weakness, were un- 
able to proceed, to prevent them from falling 
into the hands of the British. At three in 
the afternoon the column, consisting of a bri- 
gade of Artillery, the l6th Light DragocMis, 
the Guards, a brigade of the Kind's German 
Legion, and Brigadier-General Cameron's, 
was baited for about an hour within two 
leagues of Montalegre, the frontier town of 
Portugal. The several corps were then can- 
toned in the adjoining villages, which they 
found deserted by the iiihabitants. • Strong 
partis of French cavalry had visited them in 
the morning, and carried oflf all tlie bread and 
wine they could find. 

This morning the British remained in 
their: quarters, it being ascertained that M. 
Soult had entered Gallicia with the remains 
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of his army. Major-Oeneral J. Murray, with 
his Aid-de-Camp, witnessed the retreat of the 
enemy from Montalegre; his columns 
marched slowly, and appeared to be in great 
distress. 

It must ever be regretted, that the British 
were not enabled to advance immediately 
after the action on the 12 th at Oporto } when . 
-the enemy, dispirited by his defeat, and as- 
tonished at the boldness of Sir Arthur Wel- 
lesley's measures, might have been alamied 
into an unconditional surrender. But it was 
found impossible to move the army forward 
without supplies of evci'y description, the Te- 
pidity of the advance from Coimbra having 
outstripped the most active exertions of the 
Commissariat, and the country through which 
the troops were destined to pursue the French, 
not affording the means of subsistence. Owing 
to these circum3tances, and the want of pre- 
cision in the execution of some import4B[t 
orders issueid by the commander of the forces, 
Marshal Soult, although surrounded with dif- 
ficulties of ho ordinary nature, had the good 
fortune to accomplish his escape ; but his di- 
vision may be considered as completely hors 
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de cdmldt for the present, and he has lost the 
whol of his artillery and baggage. 

In reviewing the events of this short, but 
most active campaign, it is impossible not 
to feel considerable mortification, that the 
vigorous and well concerted measures, which 
were adopted for the total annihilation - of 
the enemy, did not experience a more pros- 
perous result. 

The behaviour of the Portuguese, who ac- 
companied the British in the pursuit of the 
€nemy, was the natural consequence of the 
vengeance and deadly hatred, excited in 
their bosoms -by the barbarous excesses 
which the French had committed ; armed with 
any sort of weapons theyr could pick up, the 
peasantry hung upon the rear and flanks 
of the retreating enemy, and put to death 
every straggler froih the main body, who was 
not so fortunate as to be saved by the ad- 
vanced guard. The French have eventually 
suffered for the cruelty of their conduct; 
every information respecting the movements 
of ^tlie British troops having been, care- 
fully . withheld . from their knowledge, by 
the exasperated Portuguese. 
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LETTER X. 

Return to Oporto. — City of Bniga.— Crueltj of the FrcnUi^ oi^ 
their entrance into Oporto. — ^Traits of national character. 

The Britifih commcaiced their descent 
from the mountains^ on tlie ^th of May, 
and in the afternoon of the 24th, re-enteied 
Oporto. The weather as they rettttned/to 
this south, became daily more mild and ia^ 
vorabk ; and in the prospect of getting into 
comfortable qiaartew, the troops seemed to 
forget their recent hardships and privbtiims* 

The Alpine scenery of the inhosptable 
region bordering npon Gallicia and. the 
Thilos Montes, bore a strong resemblance^ 
inminy places, to the Highlands of Scotland, 
but on approaching the environs of Braga, 
the feice of the country assumed a very dif- 
ferent appearance. At the distance of 8 or 
9 ZKules from the city, on the high isolated 
rock of Falperra, is seated a small tower, 
and chapel, dedicated to our Lady of the 
Pillar. This was the position of the French 
on the night of the 15th instant, and the 
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Mar^l tkike of Dalmatia, was gfecJ to Hc^ 
isegt the shelter of a miserable hov^l, Irhicb 
Btdod by: tbe road side* The tot^re^s of a c<m^ 
yeht rising but of the wood on the b!*ow of 
a fine cotDttiEtidihg eminence, claimed atten-^ 
tion from it« beaiitifbl situation. Braga is 
ivatered by two small Strealms, the Careda 
and the i)este. 

The ijountry in the vicinity is tichly 
wooded, ahd the well cultivated fields! already 
give promise of an abundant harvest. This 
city k tlK ice of an arrchbishop, who dis-^ 
putes the primacy ^ith Toledo. The cdthe-^ 
dnd k a handsome structure of the Corin-^ 
thrah^ having been rebuilt in that order o^ 
Ikrcldtectaiie about a century before. The 
Original t^^s gothiC) pf which oiily ofie chftncel 
remains. On the first entranci^ of the French 
into the faorth of Portugal, the atx^hbishop 
directed fcb^ toiired Symbols of their religion^ 
to be barlfed imder ground. 

The e^ipfllsion of tbe Frelich, from th^ 
hiandsame city of Opptta, was the signal for 
tbe revival of commetGe, and the lively 
biistle of the now ihrobged streets, formed 
ta JigreeaUi^ contrfei; with its iBi|>peaFanee^ 
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about a fi)rtnight a^. The cruelty of tfetf 
French i» spoken of with the utmost detests^ 
tion. On their first arrival, the unarmed in- 
habitants who happened to be in the streets,r 
were bayoneted without distinction of age or 
sex* Loison is universally execrated by the 
Portugueses as the author of this inhumai^ 
massacre* 

The foreign merchants residing in this 
city, are particularly hospitable and attentive 
to strangers, who would otherwise be much at 
a loss ; BiS the higher ranks- in Portugal are 
little inclined to associate even with each 
other. This may, in some degree, be ac- 
counted for by the extreme indolence, which 
forms a prominent feature in the character of 
this nation, and is repugnakit to the laws of 
polished society. 

The Portuguese are mote aupeKstitioUs than, 
the inhabitants of any other Catholic coun- 
try, and are remarkably fond of all religious 
processions and ceremonies. Few houses Are 
without a private chapel, in which mass ia 
celebrated at least once a day ; hence the in- 
credible number of the clergy. Every family 
has a confessor, who not only takes care of 
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their Spiritual concerns, biit . tlie domestic 
arrangements also are often under his con- 
Iroul. 

No people in the world are more docilie 
and submissive to the order of their magis- 
trates and superiors; and this ready obe- 
dience was found of the greatest consequence, 
as facilitating in many instance*, the ope- 
rations of the campaign. 

Thejr are reuaarkabiy sober, and seldom 
indulge in any excess. The men wrapped 
up in long cloaks at all seasons, amuse them^ 
selyes for hours in looking out of the win- 
do^x^s, wfaiie the women are actively em- 
ployed in attending to their household con- 
cerns. 

In their demeanour towards strangers and 
e9.ch other, they are extremely courteous, 
and it is no uncommon thing to see peasants 
conversing with their heads uncovered, iii 
token of natural raspect. 

The Portuguese have always been consi- 
dered the most jealous nation in the world, 
and not without reason; for they keep their 
wives in the greatest restraint, which treat- 
fj^ent is siive to produce aversion and disgust. 
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In general, the women of this cQunt^y h^^ye 
a decent, and most respectable carri^Jge, and 
there is nothing in their exterior appearance 
to proclai|ii the least impropriety pf cpnduct ; 
jyet it is well known, they make amends for 
the tyranny pf their husband^, by o.cpasion- 
ally listening, withoift scruple, to tjip yq^yg 
pf ^ Ipvei*. 
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LETTER XI. 

Msircb of the BritUb to the South of l^ortugkl.— IVfonastery of 
-Gnjoi^ Piiifaiidto, Al^gam VeUia, and Adq|tt.-^alt «t 

Oo tjb^ r28tb of May, sqoq after day* 
breaks tfao gnax^s marched from Oporto, 
^d be^e noon, ttie Sd regiment halted at 
tine fo^ciastery of Gi^jt», in. a beautiful and 
finely iriooded situfttion, about four wiles 
£rpm tho seay . to vhieh there . i^ a gentle 
^qctot Thie. monks; were regular canons 
bf tlw rich ordbr of St. Augustine. At thdr 
desire, the provisions were given to the oook* 
«iC the odarenfcj, and about 4 o-clock, the 
offiders sat down to dinn<^r in the Refectory. 
The repast was but indifferent, nothing being 
added by the good fathers, who, in excuse, 
pleaded poverty, and alledged the French 
had stript them of every thing. — Next day, 
the brigade halted at Pinhieros, 4 leagues—- 
30th, at Albegaria Velha, 3 leagues — 31st, 
reached Adega, a small town on the banks 
of a beautiful stream. The Coldstream was 
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quartered in the adjacent village of Sardao. — ^ 
On the following day, hfilled. June the 
2d, the guards marched to Malheada, 2 
leagues and a' half distant from Coimbra, 
where they arrived about 10. o'clock yester- 
day. The men occupy convents, the officers 
are quartered upon the inhabitants^ who 
received them with kindness and hospital Jty. 

The amiable sisterhood of St. Clare, par- 
took in the general satisfaction, at the intel- 
ligence of Sir Arthur Wiellesley's s^uccessful 
opcrationi^ against the enemy in the north 
of Portugal, as they bad felt considerable 
alarm on the first arrival of the French^ for 
the safety of their peaceful and splendid 
establishment* 

In a day or tWo, the British contiriue their 
Inarch to the South, Abrantes^ having beea 
%^ed upon as the head quarters of the army^ 
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LETTER XII. 

Qniipugb Coiidiexa and Pombal to Leyi;!a, Ouioti.-^-City of v. 
Tiiomar. — ArriTe at Puiihete.-*-Reflectioii& oa theOimpaigB* 

Punhete<>ntheTagu9,lQth7une,lQ(!^ 

"On" the morning of the 6th instant, the 
guards and General Cameron's brigade^ 
inarched from Coimbra, and passing through 
Condiexa and Pombal as on the former route, 
the guards reached Leyria on the 3d day, 
Brigadier-rGeneral Cameron marched by. a 
road to the left of these towns. 

On the 9th to Ourera, 4 leagues of a very 
indifferent cross road. The column was de- 
tamed considerably by the brigade of artiW 
lery : ten horses with difficulty dragged each 
of the guns up the steep bank of the Leyes. 
The little town of Ourem is beautifully 
situated on the side of a hill, w^hose summit 
was crowned by the ruins of an ancient 
Moorish castle* 

Juiie the lOth^ to Thomar, 3 leagues ; the 
road as yesterday. This city was for some 
time, the head quarters of the Portuguese 
army, under Marshal ^Beresford, The bri* 
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gade was quartered in a fine old convent, 
which is supplied with* water by a superb 
aquaduct, constructed for the purpose by 
"Philip the 3d. The diurch, which fa api 
preached by a noble flight of steps, is a pure 
and costly remain of the Arabesque, It 
contains some beautifiil paintings; particu- 
larly a Magdalen in one of the paxuiels : the 
wood work of the choir3 is cawed ip a rich 
and inimitable style. 

Qn the llth^ the guards arrived in the 
small town of Funhete, beautifully situated 
at the confluence of the Zezere with the 
Tagus.-*-^A bridge of boats lay across the 
former river, 

. The whole of the army has been assemble^ 
in this neighbourhood ; Msyor-General Mac^ 
kenzie's division forms the advance, amd 
tlolonel Donkin's brigade has proceeded to 
Castel-Branco. ReinfQrcenients are daily 
expected from England, and it is the ^neml 
opinion^ that the commander of the fidfCes 
intend^; to advance into Spain; Victor having 
retired from the frontier t<>ward& Madrid). 
Mean time, the most active prepttreUions are 
making to re-equip the army for the:6eld. 
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. A few refleijiionf naturally occur on tins 
present situation of ajQ^irs. S\x week^ have 
sparcqiy eUps^d since iSir .^rthur Welle?li?jr 
.assuifxi^ th^ qoi^ui^n^ of the ^rp^< >4.^ i,}n^ 
period, Haflil^al So^lt^Ofiith u%6€[of ^^(^Qj) 
men, w^ ifl poss^s^ion of QporXo (Onid^tJIiip 
vhok 9f thp nprth of Popj;i|gal r>w^le. YitftWc, 
with a iB^upenor army^ t^wig Mp9a the' ea^t^^p 
fnu^i^r^ and might bi^ ^xpecjt^d to ipte^rpQa^ 
be|;wi;^t the rear pf the British: and Lisboc^ 
^he mou^afit pf th^ir p^dyjainfc beyond tli^ 
MpQde^. Nptwithst^mling this imposing 
attitude of Victor's army, tli^ couimander of 
the forces promptly decided on attacking the 
force under Marnhal SouU. Ijeaving a corps 
of observ^^t^on 1^ watch the motions of th^ 
former, he directed his principal attention to 
the north; which^ in the course of a few 
days, was completely freed from the pr^ence 
and dominion of the enepiy. After allowing 
his. troops a short cepose, Sir Arthur Welles- 
ley hastened to place h^s arpjy on the line of 
the Tagus; and this operation was effected 
with a rapidity which has seldom been equal- 
Jed, even in the annals. of modern. warfare. 
Marshal Victor, en receiving intelligence of 
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jSouIfs discomfiture and subsequent retreat 
into Gallicia^ commenced his march for the 
neighbourhood of Madrid^ so that, out o£ 
the 50,000 French who lately threatened and 
infested Portugal, not a- man is lefti It is 
but too much the &shion, to estimate the 
importance of any enterprize by the loss 
which is incurred in atchieving it ; but this is 
frequently an unjust criterion, certainly not a 
fair one^ in regard to the services of this 
army, which have been of the most useful 
and brilliant description, as the result has 
indubitably proved* 

The several brigades of infantry are now 
•formed into 4 divisions, under the command 
of the senior general officers with each. 

1st division, Lieutenant-Geni^ral Sher- 
trooke, is composed of— 

The brigade of guards, 
Brigadier-General Cameron-s brigade. 
King's German Legion. 

2d fi|vision-7- 

Major-General Hill, 
Brigadier-General B- Stewarts 
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Bd division— 

Major-General Mackenzie, 
Colonel Donkin# 

4tli division— 

Brigadier-General JL* Campbell^ 
Colonel Peacoche. 

Colonel Peacoclie being appointed com« 
nander of Lisbon^ was succeeded in the 
jeommand of his brigade by Colonel Kemmis« 
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LErrE|i xiii. 

Advance of tlie British intq Spain. — The Guards reach to Gasfe^ 
Branc<% tfatbtigh Abhitlles^ Cortigadd/Sobrfera Formosa, and 
Sazedas^ . ! L 

tTttfi situation of the eneriiyliaving bci^ 
perfectljf aacfert^ined by ibteHigeuce fFon^ 
General Cuesta, Sir Arthur Wellesley ad- 
vanced with the army from Abrantes on 
the 28th of June, in several divisions, and 
by different routes ; the country through 
which the line of march lay, being unfa- 
vourable to the movements of large bodies, 
from the difficulty of procuring supplies. 

The 2d division, under the orders of 
Major-General Hill, and the German legion 
on successive days with the artillery, marched 
along the south bank of the Tagus, which 
they crossed at Villa Velha, by a bridge of 
boats. Brigadier-General A. CampbellV 
route was on the north side, and the march 
of the guards and General Cameron's bri- 
gade, forming part of Lieutenant-General 
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Sherbrooke^s divisio*, was on the direct void^ 
txvlbe frontirr by which Junbt entered the 
kingdom, and experienced such difficult W 
as obliged him to destroy a great number -of 
his gUAs. ' 

After a pleasant halt of a fortnight^ tb^ 
guards marched from Piinhete on the 27^h 
of Jufae, and reached Abrantes, two leagues^ 
distant, by ^ o^clock. — Laiter part of the 
road extremely hilly.— -The 3d regiment was 
quartered in the convent of Religieuies of- 
Si. Clare. 

At half-past 1 on the following morning' 
the genet-ale btat, and by 3 the column was^ 
formed on the road leading to Castel Branco.> 
At 9 the troops halted and hutted in ar 
Wood of pines near the village of St, Do-^ 
ikiingo. 

June the 29th the troops advanced at the 
same early hour as on the preceding day ? 
and about 4 halted in the little town of 
Costif ada. This day's march was six leagues,- 
the road very hilly, and the troops in con- 
sequence were much fatigued. About 2 
o'clock a tremendous thunder storm came 
on, accompanied with lightning and heavy 
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raiB^ Th6 Coldstream and General. Came^ 
ron's brigade halted at Cardagos, seven 
miles in the rear. 

Jua;e the 30th, at half-past 4 A-M, the^ 
3d regiment marched, and about 8 o'cloqk 
reached the miserable village of Sobriera 
Formosa^ 2 leagues; where being joined by 
the Coldstream^ at 11 the column advanced; 
to Sazedas, 4 leagues beyond. At 1 the 
troops defiled through, the strong pass of 
Montegordo, defended by several redoubts, 
and a Portuguese battalion ; and soon after 
crossed the river Alvito, knee-deep* At 5 
P.M* halted and went into very indifferent 
quarters. The town was completely deserted 
by the inhabitants, who had fled to the 
mountains with all their effects, by order 
of the government, on the French making 
their appearance at Alcantara. Next day 
the brigade moved out of the town to the 
aide of an adjoining hill, and constructed 
huts. At 2 this morning the guards were 
again on march, and arrived at Castel Branco, 
3 leagues, about 11 o'clock. The troops 
were hutted a mile beyond the city. The 
country around Castel Branco is fertile, and 
abounds in cattle. . 
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In general the roads of Portugal are in 
-very bad order, and the distances between 
towns computed in an arbitrary manner, as 
thfC league varies in length from 3 to 7 
miles.— The patriotic cares of the Marquis 
de Pombal .for the improvement of his 
native country, had suggested the necessity 
of good roads throughout the kingdom ; but 
since, that minister's decease none of his 
n[iany excellent plans have been adopted. 

The reports current here are, that the 
French have concentrated their forces at 
Talavera, to the amount of 45,000 men, of 
which number Joseph. Buonaparte had 
brought, 6,000 from Madrid, after pillaging 
the city. 
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LETTER XIV. ' 

Tiie Briliili enter Spain at Zarza M^r, «ad arrive at Pkeentia^, 
where the whole of the army is concentrated* 

At half-past 1 on the morniog of the 3d 
instant^ Lieutenant^General Sherbrooke's 
division was, in motion on the road to the- 
frontier, and about noon *ha]ted at Lodiero, 
a village consisting of a few houses, 4 
leagues distant from Castel Branco— the 
road. very good.— On the march the column 
forded the Ponsul, where Juiiot lost 200 
npien^-it ))eing. much swoln at the time of 
his advance into Portugal. 

July the 4th. To Zibriera 3 short league*^. 
The troops contrived to bivouac at the end . 
of each (lay's march, and were particularly 
fortunate in having fine weather throughout. 

July the 5th, at half-past 2 A.M. the 
column was iii motion, and after a march of 
2 leagues passed the frontier town of Sal- 
vatierra, situated on an eminence. Soon 
after, fording the small river Elja, w:hich 
here forms the boundary of the two king- 
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^floms, the divi$ion entered tbe Spamsh ter- 
ritory, and proceeding over an nncultivated 
plain, arrived at Zarza Major, 3 miles from 
the river, about 10 o^clock. The troopk 
went into the huts which had feeen coxt- 
^trueted by Major-General Mackenzie's 
^livislon, a league beyond the townt here 
they halted until the morning of the jth, 
mhen the (^viaion moved fortrard shCkUt 
S d'clock. This day^s march was through a 
idehghtful country, pnxt of an ancient roy«i 
^rest. At 10 halted and hutted within it 
i&ile of the town of Montalegar, situated 
on the banks of the Alh^on, ov^er which, 
there is a good bridge df 7 archcfe* This 
little place had an appearance of cleanliness 
superior to what was usually seen in the 
grillages of Portugal; it had once been for- 
tified, but the works w^e now in a ruinous 
ftate.- 

July the 8th. At 1 this morning the 
column advanced, and ^bdut 8 o'clock 
passed thrx>ugh Corii^ a town of some rioted 
«nd hutted fur the night ina wood, about 
a mile beyond. A column <jf dust on the 
road to Placentia, marked the route of 
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General Hiiratlivision.: — Coria* stands in afti 
elevated situation, aad about a quarter of la 
mile distant runs the .Allagon, which aa 
.earthquake had caused to desert its fprmer 
channel^ so that a handsome bridge of 5 
.arches is now rendered useless. , At the 
.entrance of the town is a monastery of 
Franciscans, whose personal appearance cer- 
tainly bespoke the poverty of their order. 

July the 9th. An hour after midnight 
the generale beat, and the coluinri, left in 
front, passed under anarch of the Iwidge, 
and proceeded on the voad to Placentia. 
At noon the troops forded rthe Allagon, 
.which was attended with some delay, as 
the river runs broad and deep. About 1 
halted and hutted on the side of a hill 
facing the town of Galisteo, at the distance 
of a mile on the south bank of tlie Xerte. 
The division remained on this ground the 
two following days. - On the loth, a report 
reached the camp, of the Spanish army, 
commanded by General Blake, having been 
' defeated by Suchet. Sir Arthur Welksley 
Jhad gone V from . Placentia, accompanied 
by Colonel Murray, Quarter-Master Gene-- 
ral, to hold a conference with Cuesta, 
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\vliose head-quarters are at Almaraz, on the 
Tugus ; his advance undier the Buke of 
Albuquerque at Arzobispo. 

Oh the 12th of July the division marched 
to Placentia, 10 miles of good road. The 
peasantry in this district were employed in, 
cutting down the corn. 

The division after crossing the bridge over 
the Xerte, passed under the walls of the 
cnty to a wood about a league distant, and 
hutted. The whole of the infantry, except. 
Major-Gen eral Mackenzie's division, which ^ 
continued to form the advance, was assemblea 
on this ground. 

The city of Pfacentia has many remains, 
of Moorish architecture, /particularly the 
great church ; it is completely walled round 
with circular towers at short distances, but 
nnprovided with cannon, and the works are, 
lAouldering rapidly into decay. The streets 
are narrow, yet the houses are of a good 
stile, and have a pleasing air of cleanliness. 

■There are two bridges over the Xerte, one 
of seven handsome arches., Water is con- 
veyed into the city by an aqueduct of very ' 
ancient construction. 
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A striking difference is already perccivccl. 
betwixt the personal appearance and manners 
of tbe Portuguese and Spaniards, clearly in 
favoHT of the latter, who seeny ef a more' 
mmly character. 

Provisions- are tolerably plentiful, and 
vegetables in abundance; Indeed the dis- 
trict of Placentia is considered one of the 
most luxuriant in Spain. Wine is brought 
into the camp daily in great quantuies, but 
of an inferior quality. — By a wise regulation:, 
the price of every article is settled by the, 
Alcades, and affixed in the market place to 
prevent imposition. 

Ice is procured from the mouatains, at the 
foot of which the troops were encamped^ 
Even at this advanced season their tops are 
covered with snow. 

In a valley not far from the city, stands* 
the celebrated Jeromite convent of St. Juste^ 
into which Charles V. after alarming all 
Europe for upwards of a century, by the 
terror of his arms, retired with a few do* 
ihestics to end his days in penitenee ancfc" 
prayer* 
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This day the 1st battalion of the 48th 
regiment^ commanded by Lieiitenant-Colonel 
Donelan^ marched into camp in 18 days 
from Lisbon, leaving only four nien sick on 
the road. 



/ 
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LETTER XV. 

Tiie British form a Juncture with Cuesta's Amj» and arrive at 
Talavera de la Reyna.«-'Position of the French, and Plan of 
the intended Attack. 

Talavera de la Reyns^ tSdJuly, 1809. 

An hour before day-light, on the 17th of 
July, the British quitted Placcntia, and after 
a march of two leagues, the infantry halted 
near Malpartida de Placentia^ on a plain, 
where wa» not a single bush to shelter the 
troops from the scorching heat of the sun» 
Water was very scarce and bad. 

Brigadier General Fane, with the brigade 
of heavy cavalry, was advanced 2 leagues in 
front. 

July the 18th, the arrpy naoved from their 
ground at half-past 3 in the morning, and in 
four hours reached the Tietar, which was 
crossed by a temporary bridge ; the one of 
boats being rendered unserviceable by the 
Spanish peasantry, on the appearance of the 
French. At 2 P.M. the troops halted, and 
hutted close to the riVer. The commander of 
theibrces^ with lus staffs passed the^olumiy 
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to Mayadas/ a Ismail village about a mile be- 
yond. General Cuesta's army crossed the 
Tagus this morning at Almaraz^ according to 
the place of operations concerted betwixt 
hini and Sir Arthur Wellesley. And Sir 
Robert Wilson, whose corps had hitherto 
preceded the advance of the British, moved 
by^ a road to the left, after passing the 
Tietar. 

A. little wine was this day brought into 
camp by the peasantry^ but nothing besides. 

July the 19th, the . army was again in mo- 
tion before day-light, and proceeded until 
noon along the banks of the Tietar, in a lice 
parallel w:ith the march o| the Spanish army. 
The heat of the sun had been extremely op- 
pressive for- these three days past. After a 
march of twelve hours, the troops halted in, 
a beautiful: wood,. near the village of Centi- 
nello. It was generally understood, that the 
French out-posts were at the distance of 
Qi)ly 3 leagues from the advance of the Bri-^ 
ti$h under Major General Mackenzie, who^ 
i^uppbrtedby^ General Fane's brigade of heavy 
cavalry/ vfas about three miles in front of tl^ 
9(i»in body.; ,_:..,; 
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- By the latest iaformatian received of t^ 
enemy, it appeared that Victor had made the 
following disposition of his forces, amomit- 
ing, according to reportj^ to about S0,00d 
men. 

His advanced gaard of caralry occupied 
the city of Talavera de la Reyiia. 

His right flanked by a rising ground, and 
secured by heavy artillery, rested upon the 
Alberche^ which protected his front, the line 
being extended along the banks of tha^ river 
to the Tagus, and eastward in the direction of 
Toledo ; in the neighbourhood of which city, 
Venegas, who hid been detached by Ouesta^ 
with 18,000 men, was directed to arrive on 
the '24th instant. 

The intended plan of attack was formed on. 
this information. 

' General Cuesta's army supported by the 
British cavalry, was to force the bridge over ^ 
the Alberche, and attack the left of the enemy 
whilst the British infantry forded the river i» 
frcmt, and endeavoured to turn his right. 

Venegas, after gaining possession of Toledo, 
io: which the enemy was supposed to have 
left a very incotisiderable force^ was to pass^ 
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the Tagus, and jdace himself betwixt Madrid 
and the rear of the French army, co-operating 
if possible, with Sir Robert Wilsop, who had 
been for some days at Escalona, with the Lmi<* 
tanian legion, consisting of 2000 infanti^i 
500 cavalry, and a few field pieces. Sir Ro- 
bert had succeeded in opening a communica* 
tion with the capital. 

July the 20th, the army moved forward at 
3 in the morning ; and on leaving the \iroodr 
entered a long extensive plain, which reached 
to Oropesa, 6 leagues distant. About ^ 
.o'clock the column halted a mile beyond 
the town, after a most fatiguing march. A 
strong piquet of French cavalry had, been 
here on the preceding evening ; and at their 
departure this morning, they plundered the 
town, and carried off all the bread ajad wine 
t^ey. could find. 

. In the course of this afternoon, Questa's 
advanced guard entered Oropesa, and the 
junction of the tw;o armies was effected. 

July the 21st, the generale beat at the 
usual early hour, but after the troops were 
under arms, the. march was suspended to 
give tioD^ fof the Spanish army to take a 
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position in front of the Britislj. About 
balf-past 10 o'clock the army of Estrema-' 
dura halted to refresh, at the distance of 
half a league, in number 35,000, including^ 
7000 cavalry. The infentry appeared strong 
able bodied men, but deficient in discipline; 
They are the same troops who behaved so 
well at the battle of Medellin, on which oc- 
casion the conduct of the infantry was ctfol 
and resolute, and they positively turned the' 
left wing of Victor's army ; but the cavalry^ 
gave way when their services were most' 
wanted; 

At 4 in the afternoon the whole of the 
troops were drawn out, and General Cuesta, 
with his adjutant-general O'Donaghue, ac- 
companied by Sir Arthur Wellesley and his' 
staff,' reviewed the British line* 

The Spanish leader appeared an infirm old' 
man, so much so that he is obliged to be 
lifted into his saddle ; and as he cannot re-* 
main long,at a time on horseback, ah ancient ' 
ianiily coach drawn by 6 mules, is in con- 
stant attendance. ' 
' General Cuesta is said to possess the en.-' 
tire confidence of his troops, and this may 
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be the reason why he has been selected to 
command an array of patriots, which ought 
to have an officer of youth, vigour, and 
talent at its head. The Duke of Albuquerque 
who commands the cavalry, is esteemed an 
active officer, zealous in the cause of his 
country. Report speaks highly of the mili- 
tary talents of General O'Donaghue. 

This morning the combined army was in 
motion before day-break, and ad\^nced 
along the extensive plain towards Talavera. 
Few officers had ever previously seen so large 
a^body acting as if by one impulse^ and 
. marching in one direction. It was in truth a 
sublime and magnificent spectacle, and the . 
occasion was calculated to excite the mobt 
exalted ideas in a soldier's bosom. 
. About 6 o'clock a heavy cannonade com- 
menced in front, and continued at intervals 
until 3 in the afternoon ; a little before which 
the combined . army bivouaccd within a mile 
land a half of 1'alavera, whence the enemy 
was dislodged in the course of the morning, 
by the advance of the British and Spaniards. 
The French cavalry retreated over the Ai- 
berche closely pursued . 
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LETTER XVI. 

Tfcc Combined Army moves from the Wood of Olircs, to thtt 
Baulks of the Alberche.-*-Rtitivat of Mftrsbri VkAnr^Bnttsl^ 
Out-posts at Ci^legas.— The Spaokurds occupy Santa Olalla. 

Tml&veraAbReyna,9eihJufy,l9&^ 

Exactly at 4 in the morning of the 23d 
instant, the several divisions of the army 
moved out of the wood iii which thiey had 
reposed the preceding night, and were 
halted almost immediately afterwards. At 
8 o^clock the trobps again advanced, and 
about noon, arrived near the ruins of an 
old convent, within 2 miles of the Alberche^ 
oft the opposite bank of which the enemy 
was posted in force, when an order was? 
given for the British to return to their former , 
gi^ound. This unexpected movement occa- 
sioned a variety of reports and surmises* 
By some it was said, that Sir Arthur Wel- 
lesley and Cuesta had disagreed, and the 
Spaniards were averse to engage on a Sun- 
day; others asserted that the preparations 
of the latter, were not complete, and that 
he waited for ammunition : however, it was 
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genemlly understood, that the position of 
the French was to be attaclced on the foP 
lowing morning. 

An hour after midnight, on the 24th of 
July, the armj assembled without beat of 
drum, and advanced left in front, in silence 
and with the most perfect regularity to the 
expected attack. About 6 the guards 
arrived within sight of the Alberche, when 
they perpeived with surprise, that the enemy^ 
bad abandoned his position, and waa in full 
retreat. The commander of the forces, and 
Lieutenant General Sherbrooke had passed* 
the Alberche with a considerable body of 
cavalry, and Major General Mackenzie's 
division of in%ntry, and hung on the rear of 
the enemy's retiring columns* The advance 
of the British halted at the village of Case- 
legas, 1 league beyond the Alberche. Cuesta 
pushed forward his out-posts, 2 leagues fur- 
ther toJSanta Glalla^ late the head-quarters of 
Marshal Victor. 

.After halting for orders until noon, during 
which interval^ the officers crossed the rear 
to see the Fcench huts, which were remark-* 
able &a. their neatness and regularity ; . the 
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troops returned to their former position, on 
the Wood of Olives.; It was now a subject 
of general regret that the French had not 
been attacked on the preceding day, even 
without the co-operation of the Spaniards. 
Whatever was the real cause of this retro- 
gade movement, the disappqintmfent of the 
troops at not being led against the enemy, 
whom they had m/ide so many harassing: 
marches to come up with, was very appa-r 
rent. An advance however, . at the present 
moment, was doubtless rendered either unne- 
cessary or impracticable from circumstances, 
which were known, only to the commander 
of the forces. Jndoed the difficulty of prck 
curing supplies for so large an army might ' 
have proved an, insuperable obstacle. So 
fer hitherto, had success attended the move- 
ments of the allies, that the enemy found* 
himself compelled to quit his position on the 
Alberche, which the appearance of Cuesta's 
force alone would never have .effected. - 

In the course of this day, the conduct of 
the Spanish leader was very generally com-* 
mented upon. He was considered a man of " 
strict, honour, and to possess an invincible: 
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Vjrfired, tp-tlie Erencb ;. but his - dilator^., aadr 
naif .dusted measures did not seem . caltai-s^ 
kited to be of. much service to his> country..; ,' 
Ta^lavera de }a Reyna is- a large tava with 
several bandsome ^treetsj but an air of desprr^ 
lation and ruin reigned throughout; maqy^jf 
the hou^ were deserted^ and the appearftpce 
of the whole plaqe.pre&ented a ^ad picture, of 
the ravages of way, which seemed to Jiave^ 
been in a peculiar manner inflicted on » this 
db voted town. The French <rox)ps during 
their $tay, bad been guilty of the- greatest ex-, 
cessfefa ; a iiuiniber of houses w.ere completely 
destroy ed| and the furniture burnt for fueL 
In every quarter were to be seen marks of 
the devastation they had committed, which 
must have imprinted a lasting hatred in the 
minds of the unfortunate inhabitants. Even 
the satisfaction felt by those who remained in 
the town at being delivered from an enemy 
who had caused them so much' misery and 
vexation, could not prevent an air of .melan- 
choly from appearing in theif countenances 
^n viewing the destruction of property and 
the havoc made on all sides. The Plaza de 
Toros, where the bull-fights and other exhi- 
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bitions were held, was now a scene of the 
greatest desolation. In contemplating the spot 
where the Spaniards enjoyed their national 
amusements, it was impossible not to feel 
regret at the sad change that had taken 
place. ^ 

The cathedral, a handsome modem build- 
ing, remained uninjured; the French being 
contented with carrying off the splendid oma«' 
ments used in their cereinonies of religion^ 
A very fine altar-piece by Murillo, excited 
universal admiration. Iij the church of St. 
Antonio, the enemy destroyed every thing; 
and converted it into a barrack for infantry. 
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LETTER XVII. 

Ikttfe of TalaVcrti.— Positions of the Respective Armies.— The 
Enemy foiled in his repeated Attempts to turn the left of tlte 
British makes a Grand Attack upon the right and centre.--* 
General Sherbrooke's Division adva)ices to the charge with 
bayonets. — The Brigade of Guards having advanced too iar 
uader a heavy (ire, sustain a considerable loss, and letire, covered 
by the first battalion of the 48th Regiment. The French retreat 
during the night.— On the following morning General Robert 
Crawford's Brigade of Light In&ntry arrived. 

Talavera de la Rtyna, 2d^A July, 1809. 

On the 26tli instant, a heavy cannonade 
commenced soon after day-light, and con- 
tinued until 4 in the afternoon, when the 
commander of the forces, who had rode out 
at an early hour, returned frqm the field in 
Iiigh spirits. The action was betwixt the ad- 
vance of the French and the Spanish out-posts^, 
which fell back upon the position heretofore 
occupied by the enemy on the Alberche* 
The Spaniards lost from 3 to 400 in kil- 
led and wounded; several of the latter were 
brought into Talavera itf the course of the 

aftempon* 

g2 
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The caohonade was renewed next mom-* 
Jng, the 27th ; and the Spaniards, covered 
by the British cavalry and Major-General 
Mackenzie's division of infentryj continued 
to retire upon the town. As the. day ad^ 
fanced, the intention . of the enemy to try 
the issue of a general engagement became 
na longer doubtful; and about 3 P. M^. bis 
columns, which moved forward after crossing 
the Alberche with great rapidity, having 
approached within 2 leagues of Talavera^ 
the several divisions of the British army 
w^re placed in the positions previously cho- 
sen, where they remained awaiting the at- 
tack. , 

Brigadier-General Alexander Campbell, 
with two brigades of infantry, was posted 
on the right, near an unfinished redoubt; 
the Guards, General Cameron'3 bri^dc;, 
and the King's German. Lfegion, farmed the 
centre^ under Lieutenant*Geq^eral Sher-^ 
brooke, and Majop-General Hiirs divisioiv^ 
extended along the rising grounds on the 
left> flanked by a l^eavy battery. Major- 
Gtoftrfit Mackenzie, who cOmmainded the 
advance, had previously withdrawn, hi* 
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troops afti-r the whole of the SpaniaixJU ref^> 
ojossed the AH)ejrche; and this nMvemej^|^^.,^*-*'' 
was executed witli the utmost judgment and 
^l>iUty by that gallant ofi|cer» His division 
formed ^a s^ond Hoe in rear of the centre. 

• The cavalry was comtnanded by Lieu^ 
tenautrGeneral Payne. ]\^jor-General Cot- 
tone's hght bri^e, supported the right and 
-x:entre, Brigadier-Genfiral Anson's and tht 
heavy brigade under General Fane, were on 
the left. 

' Brigadier^Geneial Howajth conwianded:' 
the royal artillery^ and the several batteries' 
were under the superintendance of Lieu- 
tenant*Colonels Robe and Eramlingham. 

The ground m front of the British waa 
principally open, but intersected with road$ 
leading to tbetown^ and the bed of a. 
small river, which had- beeji formed by the 
wnter torrents, and was at present dry. 

The Spanish infantry fonned in two lines,, 
and supported by the king's regiment of ca- 
valry, were posted behind the mud encloM 
sures of the olive grounds and vineyards^ 
extending from the right of General A^*'^ 
and«r CampbeU's positiojaij. to the s^bi^rbi 
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and town of Takvera, which they also oc- 
cupied, having their right flanked by the 
Tagus. 

The Duke of Albuquerque was in rear 
of the left of the whole line, with the main 
body of the Sjpanish cavalry, arid Lieutenant- 
General Don Luis Barssecourt was subse- 
quently placed with about 3,0tX) light troops 
ife the valley below the left of the British, 
to keep in check, a body of the enemy who 
appeared in the mountains beyond, which 
were, however, at too great a jdistance to 
have any effect upon the impending con- 
test. 

The Spanish army was commanded by 
Cuesta, General in chief, and the several 
divisions of infantry were under the orders 
of Lieutenant*Geherals Don Francisco de 
Eguia, second in command, the Marquis 
del Fartago, Don Ra&ei Maglano, and Don 
Juan de Henestrosa. 

The French army, in number nearly 50,000 
strong, was commanded by Marshal Victor, 
assisted by Marshal Jpurdain and General 
Sebastiani, under the direction of Joiseph 
Buonaparte, in person. 
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About half-past 6 o'clock, tli^ enemj. 
appeared in considerable force on the heights 
opposite the centre of the British line, and 
opened a heavy cannonade of shot and shells, 
vfaich was instantaneously returned from the 
principal battery placed on a commanjding 
enjiinence in the re;ar of. General Hill's divi- 
sion. At the same time, the French made 
a vigorous attack on the left, where after a 
most obstinate conflict, they were completely 
repulsed at the point of the bayonet. The 
enemy also pushed forward several corps ot 
infentry, supported by a strong division of 
cavalry on the right, with a view of carrying 
the town of Talavera, in which object he 
filled, and was driven back by the fire from 
the Spanish batteries. The cannonade con-» 
tinned on both sides until dusk. 

In the course of the night the enemy made 
a second assault upon the height; from 
whence, after gaining a momentary possession 
he was dislodged by General Hill, with pro^ 
digious slaughter. 

At 2 in the niorning the Spanish line w^as 
alarmed at all points^ by the approach of the 
enemy's light troops, whcf were received with 
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ibrisrKdKchargeof lAusrlquetry, which ceased 
in about; id mintites, when the silence of night 
igain prevailed on the fl6ld of battle. 
^ At length day^light brok6 upon the cbn-i 
iendmg aniiies,' who were drawn tip opposite' 
to each other iii the positions they respectively 
occupied at the beginning of the action on 
ttre preceding evening: About 6 the en- 
gagement was reniewed, and continued with- 
out inberinissiotl, until 11 o^dock, when the 
firing ceased, as if by mut;iaal consent^ for 
nearly three hours, lauring wjbich interval, 
tite French appeared to be ewployed in^ 
oooKingj' and the^British army reposed on 
fte graurid, seemingly- regardless of the 
enemyV presence. - It was at this tinie also 
tile woumied were carried off |i» thef^'fCr, 
and while cn^ged in .this, painful duty, the 
British 4|id French soldiers shook fmuds with 
each other, varrd expres|sed: tlieir adniiration 
of the gallantry displayed by the troops of 
jKJ^nations. The* principal effort* of the 
French throughout the morning were again- 
directed' upon tlie left; but Major-Genendl 
Jiill successfully repelled^ every attempt tc^ 
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ttrnr his position; And obliged the enemy to 
i^ti re with considerable I6ss. '''^ • 

* Sir Arthar WelFesler with ^hisv «tafF,' ob-i 
swerved the progress* ttf the battle on a height: 
to the left of the British line. I^rom thii^ 
point her witnessed every movement thiat 
was ma^e, tind in the midst of the hottest 
fire issued the necessary otders with hi^ 
characteristic coolness^ and judgment. Two 
<Jf his Aides-de^Camp^ Captains BouVeri* 
and Burgh, were wounded by his^side. 
' At 1 P. M. the enemy was observed briiig-' 
ing up- fresh troops and forming liis coiuaii'ns, 
apparently for the purpose of renewing thef 
action^ ; and in^ fact ' about * 2 o'clock, the 
Friench again advanced under a heavy cannoft^ 
aide, and made a general attick npon the* 
whole of tlie position occupied by the 
British. 

The enemy^s attacking columns' on the 
rigiit had arrived within a short distance of 
the' unfinished redoubt, whea General AFex-- 
ander CampfeeH made a vigorous charge with 
his division, supported by two battalions 6f 
Spanish infantry, and drove them back with 
the Toss o;f their artillery. 
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The efforts of the enemy on the left were 
equally unsuccessful as before, and ^a charge 
ipade by Brigadier-General Anson with the 
23d light dragoons and German hussars^ upon, 
a solid column of infantry, although attended 
with a severe loss to the former regiment, had 
the effect of* checking tlieir further advance 
in that direction. 

Meanwhile the centre was warmly engaged. 
Exactly at 3 o'clock several heavy columns 
advanced upon this point, and deployed witlv. 
the utmost precision into line as they entered 
the plain, which lay betwixt the heights 
occupi^ by the hostile armies. This w^; 
the grand attack, and on the first indication, 
of the enemy *s intention. General Sher- 
brooke g^ve directions that his division; 
should prepare for the charge. At this 
awful moment all was silent, except a few: 
guns of the enemy, answered by tliej Britjsh 
artillery on the hill. The French came on 
over the rough and broken groui:d in the- 
valley, iti the most imposing manner anc^^ 
with great resolution, and were met by t]^Q 
British with their usual undaunted firmness. ^ 
As if with one accord the division advanced 
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fligainst the enetiliy, whose ranks were speedily 
broken, and thrown into eohfusioh by a well 
directed vplley* The impetuosity of the 
soldiers was not to be repressed; and the 
brigade on tlie immediate left of the guards 
l>^iig /halted, that flank from its advanced 
Situation in the eagerness of pursuit^ became 
exposed to the enemy, who had already 
given way, and deserted his guns on the 
hill in front, until observing this part of the 
line unsupported> the French rallied, and 
i returned ' with increased numbers to their 
I ^attack upon the centre- 
'^ Brigadier-General Harry Campbell now 
^T gave orders for- the guards to retire to their 

rW original position in line, and the 1st battalion 
of the 48th regiment was directed to cover 

I this movement by the Commander of the 
Forces, who saw and provided for tivery 
emergency during the tremendous conflict. 
Foiled at all points, the French withdrew the 
reniains of the columns which had been un- 
/ successfully opposed to the centre ; they 

however continued the fire of their artillery, 
^ and the engagement which had been renewed 
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tibi^ morning with the risiirg wf thesub^ teaise^ 
only with its setting. 

About .6 in the evening, the long dry grass 
having caught fire, the flainto sprewA npidly 
ever the fiel<J^ of action, and consumed in 
tbd^r fatAl progress numhers of the dead and 
wounded* 

A dim stnd -cheerless inoon threw a feint 
twtre over the isurrounding' objects after tii0 
close^ of ^ay. Sijaall parties Were sent^ out 
to "bring itf the wounded; the eiifen^y wa* 
em^oyed in a^aimilar manner, and hadinad^ 
large fires along the Whole front of bis. ex- 
tenisive lihp. - 

The troops lay upon their arms this second 
night. Without pr<ivisions of any kind-^— wate^^ 
*ven was scajISe. It was fully e^^pected that 
^e French would reneSr the attack in the 
Jwormng, but they Retired under cover of the 
night j leaving in- the haiids of the British 
SO pieces of artillery > and so^ prisoners. 
Thfcir rear guard, c6mt^iiig of civalry , alone ,. 
remained on the right bank of the Alberdie 
at day-hr^ak. The retreat was cevtsAtdf 
iconducted with ability, aild was not generally 
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^ known in the British army until long' after 
the enemy ha.d abandoned his .position. 

This brilliant Victory/ over an eneniy so 
infinitely .superiar in numbers, has^ not been 
achieved. without a. coosiderable km both of 
Taluable pfficers and, liien.. That af the 
€netny, however, to judge fi;om the appear- 
ance of the field, must be iminense/ 

Soon after 8 o'clock, the * Briliish quitted 
their positions jn the field, and again hutted 
in the Wood qf Olives.^ About ^ tlie Jight 
brigpide under X?eneral Robert Ciawibrd ar- 
rived, having marched i2 Spahfsh' league* ift 
the preceding 24 hours. / ' ' ' . . v , 
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LETTER XVIir. 

Infonnation received ftom a French Of&t^ t«kea prisoner.*-* 
Report of Mar^bftl ^OQlt advancing oil Platoitia. 

Tkhuem debt Reyna^ Ut Avguri, 1609. 

Motives of curi(»ity induced several 
officers to visit Talavera on the afternoon 
of the 29th of July. The town appeared 
almost deserted ; here and there a few 
soldiers were walking about^ looking for the . 
quarters of their wounded comrades. The 
houses were for the greater part shut up ; 
the inhabitants previous to the .en^gement> 
had fled across the Tagus with their most 
valuable effects, and were not yet returned. 

The French are said to be continuing their 
retreat. From an officer who was taken 
prisoner on the banks of the Tagus, the fol- 
lowing information has been obtained : 

When the combined army arrived in front 
of Taiavera on. the 22d of July, 
Marshal Victor's force amounted to 28,000 
Joined him from Toledo . . 8,000 



Carried forward 6,00a 
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Brought forward . . ^ , 36,000 

On the 25th two regiments of cavalry, ' 

the 14th and 26th infantry . 3,000 
Joseph Buonaparte arrived on the 
afternoon of the 27th, with the 
guards from Madrid . . 8,000 

Total number of the enemy engaged 47,000 

Joseph retreated on the •evening of the 
28th, and slept at Caselegas. 

On the . 29th his guards moved . forwq.rd 
to Santa Olalla^, when they halted for the; 
night . . . . . 8,000 

X^ate on that day a division was sent 

off towards Toledo of . \ . , 9,000 
Killed and wounded on the 27th and . 

28th, fully / . • ♦8,000 

Remains with Victor * . , • 22,000 

The above facts stated by this officer accord 
with the information received from two dra- 
goons taken with him, examined separately, 
and also with the intelligence obtained from 
the Alcaic^ at Cebolla, who is known by the 

^ It is certain the loss of the French in killed and wounded was 
al least 14>000. . 
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Oistg^rat^s \o ht a true psftrtot ;\t<3>/a xaef* 
tainty Jpi^^ Is off» but wfaethev to M^id 
or Toledo this officer does not kuQw. ;Iti5 
equally certain tliat a .^troQg division .wa4 
sent off on the eVepiog erf the 29thi to sustain 
T<rfedo. . 

- Sebastian! had a command in the battle, 
and Marshal Jourdain remained ^ith Joseph 
Buonaparte until h^ quitted the field.. ViciOr 
commanded under the immediate dvrectiop' of 
Joseph. . /' ' r 

The French array is in the greatest distress 
for provisions, and the troop^ have had littte . 
brea4 from thg day they. ,were first ijriven piit 
of Tatavera, ?irid none from the 27th until 
the Sl^t, wheqfour thousand pounds o^ bis^ 
cuit arxivied froni Madrid, and a fartlier siip^ 
ply w;as expected, bu£ is supposed to^havj^ 
beeii taken. The whole of the Trench from* 
Victor down to the lowest sojdief, are dis^ 
cofite)at<ed with the war in Spain, and all wisK 
to return to their omti country- ' 

On tlie arrivar of Joseph dn' the l^th, Tief 
publicly reproached Victor for not bavmg 
beaten or taken the British and Spginijslh arojles ' 
already, and assured the army ..t^t^ thia 
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should be done. on. the 28th. He was seen 
Qti theeveniqg of that day retmng from the 
fieldi the picture of melancholy and disap- 
pointpienti , 

* Thig prisojipr h^^^d Victor say, oh the 
afternoon oi the 28th, that he felt himself 
abahdqned; by Soult. On the 30th it was 
Known in. the. Fre;icKarmy that the latter 
was coming round by Placeritia with 12,000 
men. . , > 

' When the troops came from Toledo to join 
Victor, there were only 1500 left in that 
city, and , Jojseph withdrew the whole of the 
garrison from Madrid, except about 3U00 
men, of whom a part were stationed in the 
fort of El Retiro. 

It caused much consternation in the French 
army, to hear, during the engagement;, that 
Xbledo was bombarded by Yenegas, .(vyhose 
operations were restrained by an. order of 
the Junta,) and : that the British had been 
reinforced by General Crawford's division. 
. General Morlot was killed, and Lapice 
received a mortal, wound on the 28th, of 
which he died the next day. An immense 
number of Colonels and Field OflScers were 

H 
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killed and wounded ; and the 6\dest soldiers 
in the French army declared the day sftet 
the action that they had never seen more de* 
termined fighting ; and all agreed thftt in the 
war ^ith Spain this Was the first time they 
had met with soldiers. They wondered 
where the Spaniards were ; as their position 
was covered with wood, obp allies were not 
seen by the French. 

The sick and wounded of the army are inl 
a shocking state ; and this prisoner thinks the 
retreat is suspended to give i& much time as 
possible to send away the wounded, which is 
almost impractica;ble, as they have scarcely 
any meaas pf conveyance. 

All letters from ' France are opened by 
order pf Joseph Buonaparte, and those 
burned which contain bad news. The French 
army, however, has heard of Napoleon's 
defeat in Austria. 

The report of this day is, that Marsha] 
Soult is advancing with 12 or 15,000 men on 
Flacehtia, from which he was only 10 leagues 
distant on the 30th ultimo. 
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LETrrEB XIX. 

It^teat 6f Uvs Coaibkl^d Anriy, t6 Ac South Bank of the TJi^.— 
Pkrticukrs of the March .-;-Cue»ta resigns hw Cominanfd.— Tb« 
British Prisoners of War treated with great humanity by 
Marshal' ^l*ortier. 

Bifnks if^e MmhOe^ 14/A AAgUsty 1809. 

It is ndw neceasaty to turn from a con- 
sideration of the splendid victory obtained 
over the troops of France, on the plains of 
Talavera, to a relation of the events whichf 
tiausied a gallai^t and siaccessfal British army 
to retire precipitately^ from the scene 6f their 
late triumphs, and act npon the defensive. 

During the gta»y of the iariiiy at Talavera, 
both before and after the action, the supplies 
of every kind had bees very insufficient, and 
the iffltabitants of that town evinced no 
disposition to* relieve the wants of the British, 
and to accommodate tl>e sick and wounded.' 
Their Wmo^at ftmA Tatevera therefore, 
was beconoe an object of too much interest 
to be any longer delayed, particularly,* at 
by Marshal Souli*s arrival at Placentia, 

H 2 
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the provisions expected from that quarter, 
and for which arrangements were made bj 
the commissariat, had fallen into the enemy's 
hands. 

On the morning of the 3d of August, the 
British army moved from l^lavera ; but for 
an hour after the troops were under arms, 
they remained uncertain, whether it was 
Sir Arthur Wellesley's intention to advance 
upon Madrid, or proceed against Matshal 
Soult, in the contrary direction. Tlieir 
doubts, however,, were soon at an end, for 
on leaving the Wood of Olives, the . army 
began to retrace its fornier steps, and about 
2 in the afternoon again halted near the, town 
of Oropesa. Altliough by this retrogade 
movement, the British were of necessity 
compelled to leave behind a considerable 
number of their sick and wounded, yet less 
anxiety was felt on this account, ^s they 
relied on the Spaniards keeping Victor in 
check, should he, on being informed of Sir 
ArthurWellesley's departure, ja^ain attempt to 
advance : besides, under any circumstances, 
it would not have been, consistent with 
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humanity » to have attempted the removal 
6f more of the sick and wounded than were 
Yeally brought off. 

Cuesta, whose force remained nearly entire, 
having taken little share in the action, 
promised to maintain the position which the 
British had so successfully defended, but 
in a few hours after their march, the Spanish 
leader abandoned his post, and, with the 
whole of his army^ followed the route of the 
British. 

' This conduct of General Cuesta,. increased 
the embarrasments of the situation, in which 
the British army was already placed by 
Marshal Soult's arrival at Plat^entia, and all 
hopes of any eflfectual co-operation being 
iiow at an end, the commander of the forces 
determined to withdraw his troops over the 
bridge of Arzobispo; with a view of covering 
Saville and the South of Spain/ and at the 
same time, to preserve the communication 
open with Lisbon. 

In pursuance of these objects, on the 
following morning the niarch.was resumed, 
iind after having experienced considerable 
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diSkcnhies d^d privations, tie whpjc ©f tlip 
British army ariivied m the vailjey wirteied 
by the Elmonte, on the 11th inBtfiirt. 

Although tlhere can be so p}eafiiii;e in 
dwelling CO the pad:iculars of a marc^ pern 
formed under such circumstances, yet, pen- 
haps, a detail of the daily progress made by 
the British troops, through these inhospitable 
mountains, may prove somewhat interesting.. 

At day-break on the 4tfa instant, the troaps 
were under arms, but did not move from 
the ground on which they bhouaced until 
9 o'clock. A very small quantity of bread 
was issued to the army, which then marched- 
down 2 leagues^ to the bridge of Arzobispo, 
9(iid crossing the Tagus, hjalted for the nig^t^ 
en the opposite bank. It was reported, 
that the Spaniards on the approach ot the 
enemy, had removed the bridge of Aimaraz, 
and many expected the one at this place 
would have been destroyed, the maire efiect« 
ually to secure the rear. 

August the 5th. The troops advanced 6 
leagues over a dvffibult country, and about 
4 in the afternoon bivouac^ on a bill neap 
the village of Valdela Cosa. 
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A«gu*t the V6tb. This day's roftrch 3 
Jeague^ only w^s through a mountainous 
district. About noon, the column halted 
in a roii»anti<3 spot, near the small river 
D'Ibor, Several working parties -^were era- 
ployed in dragging the artillery up the 
heights until a late hour. 

August the 7th. The country, this day, 
IRras even more mountainous and rugged than 
that through which the army passed yes- 
terday, coDsequently little progress was 
made. The heat was excessive, and the 
troops began to sink under their fatigues. 
The army had been without bread on the 
5th and :fith. A small quantity of flour was 
received yesterday, but no wine could be 
procuted to raiise the. dropping spirits .and 
recruit the exhausted strength of the soldiers. 
Among other reports of the day^ it ww sai<i^ 
that an ofiicer had crossed the Tagus, and 
obs^fved tjie march of the Freiiqh over the 
plain^ in the directi<)u of Arfsobispq. 

AvigH*it t^e 8th. Although the troops 
assembled »jt 4 ip the mornipg, yet tlie march 
iwas deferred ueariy 5 hours, to' give the 
artillery time to asceud the ^eights.v^About 
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noon, halted oh the banks of a small stream, 
a leagne from DeleytoSa. The villages 
through whicli the British had passed, since 
leaving Arzobispo, were nearly deserted artd 
ruinous,— Not one article of the nec6ssariesi 
of life could be procured in any of them. 

August the 9th, At 5 the troops were in 
motion.-— About 8 o'clock passed the town 
of Deleytosa, and halted 2 miles beyond; 
in a wood on the left of the town of Trnxillo, 
situated on a hill, apparently at the distance! 
of 6 leagues. . 

A very inadequate proportion of flour and 
biscuit was issued yesterday, but the troops 
received a tolerable supply of the latter this 
pibrning. 

Marshal Soult, after making an unsuc- 
cessful attempt to force the bridge of 
Arzobispd, passed the Tagus with a bc^y of 
cavalry, at a ford about 2 miles above; and 
sur|)rised the Spaniards in their position. 
The latter retreated, after a slight resistance, 
pursued by the French. It was'feared, the 
whole of thieir artillery would fell into the 
enfemy's hands. The Duke of Albuquerque, 
had arrived at head quarters* • ' 
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:ih the general orders of this day, the army 
was informed, that the charge of three-pence 
per diem only would be made to those troops 
M^ho had Bot received. their rations regularly, 
since the 22d of July- During the march, 
a number of bullocks, sheep and goats wqre 
driven forward for the daily consumption of 
the army. The provisions were cooked bveiv 
night for the following day, and being divided 
into messes, each man carried his dinner iii 
bis tin. This was in general the arrangd^ 
ment throughout the campaign, 
w August the idth. This day .the troops 
halted, but were kept in readiness to move at 
a. moment's notice. It was asserted, that the 
French were marching to the South, by the 
way of Guadaloupe. 

• August the 11th. Yesterday's halt proved 
extremely serviceable, from the repose it 
afforded to the troops and to the horses of the 
artillery, whose labours had been very severe 
for some days, past -= — The Spaniards indeed 
declared, that the road by which the ^rmy 
marched over the mountains, was imprac- 
ticable, but, contrary to their opinion, th* 
whole of the artillery and stores were ultimately 
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brought fpnrard. Mtngr faorsei idied from 
fiBUigiie, and t3M i^oojps, in soiKCral ^ce$t men 
obliged to drag the ^uns and ammunitioii 
)?aggoo5 up the heights. 

The troops moved off their ground at day-^ 
lights and about eight o'clockt came upon the 
high road from Madrid to .Cadiz> one of the 
best in £urope ; shortly after w^ds passed the 
ruined village of larac^, wbeje are the 
remains of a Moorish CQistle, and belted about 
midf-day on the banks of the Blmcoite. — ^Head^ 
quarters at laracejo. 

Marshal Soult is- again in Piacenti^^ and 
his out-posts at Coria. Some British soldiers^ 
whto were left sick in that city, fell into his 
hands^ but have since made their ^cape, and 
arrived at Zarza Major, wheire ^Marshal 
Beresford is at present, with the two brigades 
of in£stntry, under the command of Generals 
Lightburne, and C^tlin Crawford. Sir 
R: Wilson has retired itito. Portuj^l, after a 
severe action with ipait-of ISTey's corps, near 
the Pass of Bands. The French ih^ve their 
piquets 'On the fright l»uk of ithe Tagus, oppo- 
site to Alm^raz, where General Bobeiteraw^ 
£os:d is stationed with a division in .advance. 
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His men bathe in the river^ and exchange 
civilities with the ^eneniy^ without receiving 
the smallest molestation. • 

Cuesta has thought proper to resign the 
co«rittaii4 ^ .his army, and is succeeded by 
Gcnerd Eg4iia* 

By the potniftesy of Marshal Mortier^ who 
commands at Talavera, accounts hav^e be^ni 
iieceiyed of the wounded. He has pla<cad 
sentries oyer the qoaitens of the ofiieer$ and 
hospitals^ ta pnsvent any x)i their property 
being pillaged, and hits advanced fnoney to 
some out of his ovm pocket 
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LETTER XX. 

Traiillo^**Tonib of Piaarro; Ac. 

This morning, soon after day-break, the 
1st and 4th divisions of the array quitted the 
valley d'Elmonte, in which they had halted 
since the 11th instant, and after a march of 
4 leagues, reached Truxillq, close to which, 
the troops hvvouaced for; the night. ; , 

Tru3{:illo was formerly a town of some note, 
but is now only famous for having been the 
birth-place of Pizarro, at whose house, in 
the square, the commander of the forces 
fixed his head-quarters. In the church of 
Santa Anna stood the monument erected to 
his memoiy, which was entirely demolished 
by the French. Small pieces of agate, of 
which the warrior's tomb had been con- 
structed, lay scattered about. Adjoining to 
the church is a deserted nunnery, and a little 
beyond, the ancient Moorish castle, now a 
heap of ruins. 

Mr. Dillon of the Commissariat, who 
w^ taken prisoner by the French on the 
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27th ult. at Casalegas, and subsequently 
effected his exchange, arrived this day from 
Talavera, This gentleman brings pleasing 
accounts of the wounded, who receive the 
most humane treatnient from the enemy. 
The British prisoners are allowed to have the 
first choice of all articles brought into the 
market; iand, in every possible way, their 
comfort and accommodation has been iuf* 
variably attended to. 
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Route 6f IXt Vtiti^ tff Merfdd.-^--S&oYt IUx^'udI of ilM t/dlStA 
Antiquities in that Cky. 

On the 21st instant, the division mai^ched 
a leagues to the wllage of Casas^ det Pueftd 
de Santa Cruz. 

August the 22d, to Mayad^, 4 leagites; 
sub Jove as usual. — 0n the following morn- 
ing, the division arrived about noon on the 
banks of the Guadiana^ and halted opposite 
Medellin, at the foot of a handsome bridge 
of twenty arches. This day's march was 
nearly 4 leagues. Two miles from the town 
is the field where a severe engagement was 
fought, in April last, betwixt the French 
army, under Marshal Victor, and the army 
of Estremadura, commanded by General 
Cuesta; in which, the latter sustained a 
signal defeat. 

Medellin is a small town, with a fine. 
Moorish castle on an eminence, rising ab- 
ruptly from the banks of the river. The 
whole face of the country, from the valley 
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d'£lmoi>te, iVas without wood, s^nd tli^ 
greater part uncultivated, so that it n dif^ 
ficult to'coneeive whence the numerous 
towns and villages in this district, drfew theit 
fuel and subsistence. But the same? obser- 
vation' equally applies to the whole of Spain 
through which the army marched, very dif- 
ferent in appearance from the fertile. vail ies^ 
the rich corn fields, and vineyards of PortuM 
gaL The residence of a gentleman Was no 
whe^e to be seen, but in the towns: very 
few farm-houses, and here and there, only 
the solitai^y hut of a goatherds 

Oa the 24th, after a most fatiguing march 
i>f 6 Jeagueb^ urider a burning sun, the 
divifidcwfe arrived in the city of Merida^ and 
€iros6i{)g the ancient Roman bridge of sixty 
ardhes) which Was constructed by Augia^us 
€^ar^ 2d yeap* before Christ, the troops 
halted on the south bank of the Guadiana^ 

Metida Wa« owce a considerable Ronaan 
tt&tion, add tl^ere stiir exist many noble 
#6lique^ ef antiq'ttity, in tolerable preserva-* 
fion.. The gate of the temple of Mars, one 
of the first edifices to which the curiosity of 
a stranger, particularly if a military man, is 
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idirectedt alpne . remains entire, and furm^i 
the entrance to a modern church- Under 
the inscription Marti sacrum Vitella paculij is 
another, illustrative of its present designa- 
tion.— Jaw non Marti sacrum sed Jcsu Chr.isto 
consecratum. 

At a, shv)rt distance from the scite of tjie 
temple, three antique Roman altars,, which 
were dug up about a century ago, are placed 
one above another, and form a handsome 
pedestal, surmounted by the statue of a 
Spanish' king. : . 

The area of the temple of Diana is now 
filled by a modern building; but the co- 
lumns, with most: of their capitals, remain 
in a perfect state, and are built into the walls 
, of the house, still, however, in siich a way, 
as to leave them fully exposed to view. Qne 
window of exquisite beauty, has been care- 
fully preserved. 

The superb aqueduct, built by the Ro- 
mans, is now in ruins; but' several arclies 
are . still standing, arid, convey to, the mind 
of a spectator, a tolerably just conception 
of its former magnificence. . ^ 
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Beyond the present extent of Merida, are 
fwo amphitheatres ; the largest of which is 
supposed to have been the Naumacliia. It 
seems more probable, however, that the 
exhibition of sea fights must have taken 
place on an island near the bridge, where 
are the remains of sonie considerable works. 
The lesser amphitheatre has been converted 
by the Spaniards, into a Plttza de Toros, for 
which purpose, the arena is now enclosed. 

In front of the Corregidor's house, in the 
square, are sfeven beautiful columns of white 
marble, supposed to have belonged to a 
Romain temple. In a street, a little beyond, 
is an arch of prodigiouis magnitude, which 
originally formed one of the entrances of 
the city, and was, probably, a mertiorial of 
some great victory. Amongst the ruins of 
an old house, prostrate on the ground, and 
neglected, lay a colossal statue of Diana, as 
a vestal : the head and arms were gone, but 
flie dfapery of the figure was remarkably 
fine, and bespoke the merit of th6 artist. 
In tlie principal eourt of the ancient Moor- 
ish castle, is the bath ol Diana, to which th^ 
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descent is by a passage of 50 steps. A most 
beautiful pilastre of the composite order, yras 
placed at the entrance. 

A little beyond the castle, are the remains, 
of some buildings, which, from their situation 
and appearance, are conjectured to have been 
the public baths of the Romans. 

About a inile from the city and near to the 
modern aqueduct, is the circus where the 
chariot races were held. By the situation of 
the Roman gate, under which, the high road 
from Madrid passes, and the ruins of the 
VifdXh, an idea may be formed of the ancient 
boundaries of this city, which must have been 
of great extent. Indeed, tradition says> that 
Merida contained 150,000 inhabitants. 

After the battle of Medellin, a small French 
force had possession of the castle, for some 
weeks, and barricaded the bridge, to prevent 
the pass£^ge of a Spanish corps which was 
posted on the opposite bank of the Guadiana. 
At length, the Spaniards forced their W2^y 
under the fire of a few guns which the enemy 
had mounted, and passed through the city to 
51 height, commanding the castle which they 
were preparing to cannonade, when a consi* 
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derable body of French cavalry made their 
appearance. The Spaniards conceivi ng them 
to be the advance of Victor's army, retired 
with precipitation, which gave the garrison 
an opportunity to make good their retreat 
unmolested, being covered by the cavalry. 
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Yhte t«t 4ivisio9S of the British encamp oa the Battka of &e 
GuadioDa. — Positions of the French* 

niat^ht a Real, nth SeptiHAisf, 1809. 

At day-break, on the 2d instant, General 
Sherbrooke's division moved off on the road 
to Badajos, and about U o'clock, halted 
within 2 miles of the village of !Cobon. 

Next day the troops advanced at the same 
early hour, and after a march of 2 leagues, 
constructed huts, on a plain watered by the 
Guadiana, about half a league from the in- 
considerable town of Talavera la Real, and 
4 from Badajos, where head-quarters were 
established. 

The following are understood to be the 
present positions of the French corps :>— 

Victor's division is betwixt Talavera de la 
Reyna stnd La Mancha; Sebastiani, who 
was wounded on the 28th of July, is in La 
Mancha; Mortier atOropesa; Arzobispo^ 
and Naval Moral, and Marshal Ney, after 
Iiis engagement with Sir Robert Wilson, re- 
turned to Salamanca, 
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Ow the ]l3tb, JUord BUntyre arriv^ with 
the ?(J battaUoti of the W regiment, tQ jpi» 
G^nersti Cameron's brigade ; ^nd on tb« fplr 
lowipg (Jay, Genergil C^tlin C^^wfi^j^'s bri» 
gacje, conBistiog Qf the $4 b^ttglipos of tk9 
28th, Honorable Lieutenant-Coloijel Ab«F-» 
cr<)i*bifi ; 34th, lyieytteaf^ni-Colpnel Maislter, 
und 39th» X^ieMtett^nt^Cplpijel Wibop, fprrfed 
tj^ river at this place^ on their Fpute to jpin 
J^ieyter^ant-Qeoeral IJiir* divisipp .^t Mj90r 
mQp Pwebl^ Npva »i|d Tprrqmaypr, 

Ttlis iporning 4 troop of hpr^e ?>rti|l?ry 
TOftfch^d tp relieve C^pt^iji Jlp&s's trppp ^t 
MeyidH $. the tettpr having l9sjt ?i gr^a^ nuoi* 
^T of hprses *» the retreat ffpw T^J^v^ra, 

Frepars^tions are now makigg f^r t^ 
removal of the guards into Badajos, which 
the brigade anticipate with much satisfaction, 
having been constantly in the field since the 
latter end of June. 

The army has become very sickly, 'i his is 
considered the most unhealthy time of the 
year, but the approaching rainy season is 
expected to clear the air and dispel the pes- 
tilential fever, so fatal to the troops* The 
Guadiana, at this period, is reckoned so 
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unwholesome, that the Spaniards will ftot 
use the water, or eat of the fish taken in it* 
Another reason assigned for this repugnance, 
is, that after the battle of Medellin, a con- 
siderable number of the slain were thrown 
into the xiver. 

The Marquis of Romana having taken his 
seat at Seville, as one of the supreme Junta, 
is succeeded by the Duke del Parque in the 
command of his army. Head-quarters at 
Ciudad Rodrigo. The Duke of Albuqiierque, 
with about 10,000 men, is stationed in front,, 
beyond Merida ; and General Eguia has pro- 
ceeded to join Venegas in La Mancha^ with 
the remainder of Cues taV army, upwards of 
20,000 men. 
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LETTER XXIII. 

*rbe Guards go into Cantonments in Badajos. — lieutenant-^jreneral 
Sherbrooke >Teceives the Ordfer of the Bath. — ^Viscount Wel- 
tiogton's Gala. 

SadajbSy Ibth October, 180D. 

' IThe Guards quitted their encampment of 
huts on the 9th of Octobei", and marched 
ittto quarters at Talavera la Real. At the 
same -time, General Cameron^s brigade took 
the road to Lobon. Next morning, the 
guards resumed their march, and about noon, 
arrived in the city of Badajos, the capital of 
the province of Estremadura. The Officers 
were quartered upon the inhabitants, and the 
men in convents. 

Badajos contains 6' monasteries, the same 
number of nunneries, and a population of 7 
to 8000. The fortifications are partly an- 
cient, partly modern: the fine Roman bridge 
over the Guadiana, is defended by a tete de 
polity on which, a few guns are mounted. 
On the right bank of the river, stands the 
fort of St. Christoval, which commands the 
city. 'Badajos was twice besieged by the 
Portuguese, but never taken. 
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On the 7th instant^ the commander of the 
forces gave an entertainment upon the occa- . 
sion of Lieutenant-General Sherbrooke being 
invested with the insignia of the Bath. Im- 
mediately after the ceremony, a royal salute 
was fired. About 8 o'clock tlie nobility and 
principal . inhabitants of Badajos began to 
assemble at Lord Wellington's, and after a 
few songs from the ladies, the ball was opened 
with an English country dance, by a General 
Officer and Donna Anna Fortunata, of Elvas* 
The dancing continued until midnight, when 
supper was announced. The party broke 
up about 2 o'clock. 
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LETTER XXIV. 

9irtb-I>ay of Ferdinand VI{.^Ti)f Public Promennde of Btd^oi. 
Tertnltia.— Rmarks.— SituatioQ of tbe French Qoxfs. 

Badiffes, i9th Octohet, 1809. 

The 14tli instant being the birth-day of 
Ferdinand, ^ royal salute >vas iired from the 
ramparts. 

In the afternoon there wajj a numerQiis 
assemblage on the Almada, the public pro- 
menade, or prado of tliis city, near the rivert 
where th^ inhabitants, of all raqks, are ac- 
customed tq take the air. Several beautiful 
women were present, who attracted attention 
by their engaging, yet not immodest looks, 
s^nd the graceful ease of their carriage* Th« 
veil, which is universally worn, no longer 
serves to conceal their faces, and the touie 
ensemble of their simple and elegant dresSt 
is admirably adapted to display a fine form 
to the best advantage. 

A short religious ceremony, peculiar to 
this nation, is deserving of notice. At sun- 
set, every evening, the bell* of the convents 
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and churches are tolled foi^ a few moments* 
On hearing this signal the people cease con- 
versing with each other and quit their occu* 
pations^ and all iii silence, address a short 
prayer to the protecting power, which has 
brought them in safetjr to the close of another 
day. 

There are no public places of amusement 
in Badajos; but one Lady Donna Payna,, 
dpens her house every night to the best 
society and the British Officers, who are 
received with the utmost politeness. Con- 
versation, cards, the song and dance, suc- 
ceed each other, and form what is called the 
tertullia, similar in most respects to a London 
route^ 

On the above evening, the tertullia was 
particularly well attended. The young and 
lovely Marchioness D'Ajmeidaand the hand-* 
some widow Donna Manuela,' were the 4d* 
mired and principal ornaments of th^ assem- 
bly. There were several otlier ladies present, 
who maintained the reputation of their 
country for the beauty of its wom^n<^ In 
general, ' the Spanish ladies are elegantly 
formedji and spare n^tpain^s in the decomtion 
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of their ^persons. They are remarkably miM 
and engaging in their manner and address; 
but few of them speak any'language except 
their o\rn, and the education of all is ex*, 
tremely confined. A Spanish lover is certain 
of seeing his mistress, at least, once a dayi 
as nothing but indisposition prevents all 
classes from attending church. The Duenna 
still forms part of the establishment of a 
Spanish household, but without her former 
authority and privileges. Ladies of a certain 
rank, liever stir abroad without a jfemale 
attendant, who, if they are young, is about 
their own age, and more a companion dis- 
posed to promote their wishes, tlian a rigid 
observer of their actions. ^ 

About 10 o'clock, the commander of the 
forces and part of his staff arrived. The 
tvidow Donna Manuela, accompanied on the 
guitar by Senhor Fuentes, sung a Spanish 
ballad in a pleasing style, and with much 
taste. A country dance was afterwards 
formed ; at the end of which, Donna Josepha 
Basquez danced a bolera, playing the casta- 
nets at the same time, in a most graceful 
manner. The same young lady and Donna 
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Payna, ia the course of the evening, enterr 
twined the company with their iavpurit^ 
national dance, the Fandango, 

The Spanisfh gentlemen bsive a naburfti 
Reserve, and an appearance of hauteur about 
them, which, at first sight, is calculated t9 
displease- Tliey have for some years pa^^ 
adopted the French mode of dress^ and t% 
Portuguese liave followed their example iqi 
this respect. They are remarkably teipperate 
in their manner of living, although, on parf 
ticular occasions, . they indulge ixi drinking 
hot-spiced wines to excess. It is the fashion 
to dine at an early hour, and all ranks after-* 
wards take the siesta, at which tinie, th? 
houses and shops are shut up, and the most 
populous city, during thi$ part of the after- 
noon, appears to be quite deserted and wrapt 
in the silence of the grave. This is one 
reason, perhaps, why the British have not 
been admitted to their tables, as they njay 
not chuse, out of compliment to any foreign** 
ers, to forego their national customs. 

On the 21st, 2 privates of the guard* 
arrived, who made their escape from Madrid 
on the Ifith ult* They report, that above 20 
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British Officers, taken at Talavera, marched 
on the 10th for France. The prisoners uni- 
formly receive the most humane treatment 
from the enemy. 

On the 1st of September, Marshal Ney 
was at Salamanca, with 14,000 men; Sbult 
M Pkcentia, Zarza Major, and Coria, witH 
8000; Victor's head-quarters at Orope^ 
and 4000; Marshal Mortier at Talavefa^ 
tfith 10,000 men, and General Sebastiani ii 
sfttd to ht in motioii to the South, with a 
division of nearly the same strength. 
• The tionourabie Cttptain Alexander Gor-i 
fl6n, who Went with a flag of truce to the 
French out-posts, has brought intelligenc^i 
6f Austria having made peace with Francfe. ' 
' Beside the brigade of Guards, the 1st bat-* 
talion of the 40th, and Sd of tlic ^f^ 
regiments, are quartered in Badajos. Th^ 
duties 6f the fortt^ss are taken by the Spanish 
tWopiS. 
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LETTER XXV. 

Escape of two Brilisli Officers from Madrid»^^« 

BaidJot,Wth November, 1909^ 

T^vo officers of the 6 1st regiment, who 
had been wounded and taken prisoners at 
Si'atlaveta, arrived here, on the 9th instantj, 
having escaped from the convent in which 
they were confined at Madrid. They, rfer 
mained concealed in tliat city, for 8 dgiys^ 
and on th^ir way hither, jpassed through the 
Spanish army in Jja. Mancha. General' 
Ariezaga had his head -quarters at Damiel; 
Colonel Rociie and X^ord Macduff were 
with hira. From ^ the proximity, of the 
enemy, a battle may be expected soon to 
iB^e place, but the Spanish leader has it «i 
bis power to avoid an engagement;. 

On the ISt^i instant the Cpramander of the 
forces returned from Cadiz, vher© tl^e 
Marquis Wellesley has embarked on his re- 
turn to England* 

Lieutenant-General Sir Stapleton Cotton 
remains at Merida, wi*^^ ^^^ principal part 
of the British cavalry. General HiU^s divi^ 
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'sion of infantry at Montego, Puebla, &€•• 
The liglit infantry tinder Brigadier-Genoal 
Kobert Crawford at Campo Mayor. Majors 
General Cole at Olivenza, and Brigadier-Ge» 
neral Cameron atLobon and Alraondarelehy* 
The Spaniards under Lieutenant*General 
Don Luis Bassecourt, occupy a line betwijct 
lilerida and the Tagus. Head»quarters at 
TrUxillo. 
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LETTER XXVi. 

SmMirks on some of the leading features of the Campaigo.-— In 
eonsequence of the Army of La Mancha under General Ariezaga 

• being defeated, the British break up from Spfiin.->Route of the 
fin^ <hvisioii.>«^The Guards at the head of the coluuih Mieft 
Abrautes, passing through the following places on their march.—* 

' £lvas. — Barfaacena. — Mohtforte.-^ Portalegre. — Gafete and 
Gayio. — Sick left at Abrantes. • - 

Abrantes, 16th December, 1809. 

TiiK events, which followed the ever memo- 
rable battle of 'J alavera, so glorious to the 
British arms, and which at first seemed to 
promise the greatest advantages to the cause 
of the peninsula, have been already detailed 
in the preceding letters. 
/ In reviewing these events, a variety of re- 
flections naturally present themselves, and 
the mind sickens at the melancholy conse- 
quences of the imbecility of those chiefs, to 
whose guidance the Spanish armies were en- 
trusted ; who by their futile plans conceived 
without judgment, and attempted to be car- 
ried into execution without ability, disap^ 
pointed alike the hopes of their country and 
the British leader, who in vain looked forward 
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toany <io*operation \?hich might pfdduce a' 
beneficial result to the general cause. 

On Sir Arthur Wellesley marching from. 
Talavera with the avowed intention of attack- 
ing Marshal Soiilt at Placentia, Cuesta ought 
to have inoved forward with his anAy, and: 
tokeo post on the right bank of theAlberche, 
with one corps passed over that iriver, and 
strong piquets of cavalry to watch the enemy. 
The effect of this niovement pn -the opera- 
tions of the British must be obvious ; and it 
will not be doubted by military men, that 
had Cuesta assumed this attitude^ which 
would have enabled him to intercept all cbm^ 
munication betwixt the French armies, and 
maintained his position as agreed upon, the 
Commander of the forces would hayd teen 
again successful in a rencontrd with the French; 
who hdd arrived 9,t Placentia, although their 
numbeir was upwards of 50,000; composed of 
the remains of Marshal Soul t's division which' 
had escaped from Oporto, with those of 
^ey and Mortier. The British troops were 
flushed with victory, they placed an entire 
confidence in their general^ and were to 
be opposed to the corps of the same enemy 
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whom they had recently defeated in thfe^ 
most signal manner. There Were other cir- 
cumstances also highly favourable to the 
British continuing to act on a system of 
affensiye warfeure ; the army had been rein- 
forced by the addition of General Robert 
Crawford*s fine brigade of light ix^SaLutry, and 
a troop of horse artillery. Marshal Beresford 
was on the frontier, threatening the enemy's^ 
Fear, whilst that active and enterprisipg officer^ 
Sir Robert Wilson, made a rapid march across* 
the mountains and alaraied his left. 

This was the state of affairs^ when the 
British army, by the unexpected march of 
Greseral Cuesta from Talavera, was compelled 
to retire to the left bank of the Tagus, foW 
lowed by the Spanish troops* A considerable 
number of the latter withdrew into the moiui-^ 
tains of La Mancha, wberCy if unable ta oficF 
any obstacle to the progress of the French^ 
they were at leasts in a state of immediate 
security and daily acquiring numbers.. Mean-« 
while, l^he British fell back upon the frontier, 
and occupied the line of the Guadiana, the 
advance being at Merida. At the same time» 
that the troops were easily subi^ted in this 
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)>ositi:>n9 the safety of the province of Anda^ 
lusia i¥as ensured^ as the enemy could not 
attempt to penetrate into the Sierra Morena, 
With the British army on his right flank. In 
other respects, however, the position was pot 
an eligible one, and it may be fairly presumed, 
that the Commander of the forces went into 
fcantonments on the Guadiana, for the pur- 
poses of giving confidence to the army of La 
Mancha^ and of encouraging the people to 
persevere in the cause, but more particularly 
to afford the Spanish nation an opportunity 
of reforming its government, and of choosing 
new men to direct their measures in the 
ca^et, and conduct their armies in the field. 
The arrival of the Marquis Wellesley, whose 
abilities and experience ' might naturally be 
expected, riot only to aid such a reform, but 
to point out to the Spaniards, those measures 
which ought to be adopted, to call forth the 
military and financial resources of the country, 
to administer them with judgment and pru- 
dence, was another circumstance which might 
have had considerable weight in deciding on 
the necessity of remaining in Spain^ until 
the government of England should be ac- 
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Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



l3f 

quaintcd .with his opinion of the real seiitf* 
ments of the people, the capacity of theip 
rulers, and the numbers and discipline of their 
armies. 

By such or similar motives, the Commander 
of the&rces appears to have been actuated. 
The low flat plains of Spanish Estramadura^ 
and nearly the whole of the country watered 
by the Guiadiana, have been noticed by. dif- 
ferent writers as the most unhealthy part oC 
the peninsula. The British troops were, lin- 
liappily, destined to prove the truth of this 
remark, and numbers of the brave fellows, 
whose constitutions had bonie up against aH 
the fatigues and privations of the canipaign, 
suiik under the baneful influence of tbiis de- 
structive climate. The state of inaction, in 
which the troops now remained, proved too 
sudden a change after their extraordinary 
exertions, during the retreat frdm Talavera, 
and was, doubtless, another cause of the 
sickness which spread rapidly throughout 
the army, to counteract which, orders were 
given, that they should big frequently exercised 
in sliort marthes, whenever the weather per- , 
mitted. The end of autumn, and the latter 
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part of acampraign^ produce the same effecte 
in all armies; besides, it was observejd, that tha 
prevalence of malignant fevers was greater at 
thi? period, both in Spain and Portugal, 
t)ian had been known for several preceding 
years. . . 

The communication with Lisbon, by either 
bank of the Tagus, continued uninterruptecj ; 
indeed, the enemy evinced no disposition to 
jnake any movement towards the quarter in 
which the British army was stationed . 
. The Marquis of Romana was at Seville, 
where he had taken his seat as one of the 
Supreme Junta, but even the accession of his 
councils, dictated as they were by talent and 
undoubted patriotism, failed to inspire a con- 
fidence of this government in the minds of the 
people, and those measures, which were alone 
calculated to rouse the energies of the 
Spaniards in the cause of liberty, and direct 
their efforts with the happiest effept, stiU 
remained untried, 

A sudden and £sital blo"^ was now about tp 
be struck, and the genius of freedom seemi^d 
overwhelmed by the dife calamitv., 
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The army of LaMancha, to the chief com- 
riiand of which/ Lieutenant General Dbn 
Juan de Ariesaga had been appointed; was 
highly respectable, both in numbers and the 
component parts of which it was formed/ A 
plan of operations was said to have been drawn 
u^ and submited to this general by the Baron 
de Croisard, an intelligent officer and Com- 
ihissioner from the Emperor of Austria to 
the Spanish armies. Whether this plan, 
which had for its object to drive the French 
out of Madrid, and beyond the Banks of the 
Ebro, by a series of fnanoetfvres, without 
risking a battle, would have been successful 
or liot, it is impossible to say, as the Spanish 
chief did not think proper to adopt it ; but 
contrary to the wishes and opinion of all 
around him, and to every principle of pra-- 
dence or of military tactics. General Ariesaga, 
in an unhappy moment, blindly resolved to 
quit the mountains, arid descending irito the 
plains to commit himself with new formed 
levies against the veteran troops of France,, 
the whole South of Spain, by the dispersion 
of Ariesagas' army after the unfortunate battle 
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«f Ocana, lay open to the incursions of ttie 
lenemy, and it became no longer necessary or 
desirable in a military point of view^ to 
retain the British army on the borders of 
Estramadura. At 8 on the morning of the 
€th instant^ the guards marched from Ba^- 
daJQs with a brigade of heavy six-poun- 
ders, under the command of Captain Law^ 
ison, followed on successive days by the 
King's German legion and General Came- 
ron's brigade. 

The preceding day was the festival of the 
Virgin, which is always kept with mueh re^ 
ligious pomp and ceremony by the Spaniards* 
High mass was celebrated in the cathedi*al, 
which is of Moorish architecture, the interior 
hung entirely with crimson velvet and gold. 
The ceremony, at all times solemn and im- 
pressive, was interrupted by the sudden 
fainting of one of the officiating canons, a 
venerable priest, 85 years of age* On 
being carried into the open air, he reco- 
vered.^— Several salutes in honor of the saint 
were fired from the ramparts, and in the 
jfevening the principal inhabitants assembled 
in their best attire on tlie Almada. 
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'At the distance of a league fi'om Badajos^ 
tin the road to Elvas, the brigade forded- a 
«inaU river, the Caya, which in its course to 
the Guadiana, fornas the boundary of the 
tvro kingdoms, and re-entered Portugal after 
^n absence of five months. A little after 
mid-day the guards reached Eh^as, which at 
^e time was the principal dep6t-of the sick 
arid wounded. This city, . seated on a hilli 
4S- oiiiB of- the strongest places in Portugal. 
On an eminence stands the celebrated fort 
tbuilt byr.GeneralCount la Lippe, and called 
after his name. A very noble aqueduct sup- 
.plies Elvas with water. 

On the 10th, to Barbacena, two long 
leagues LOver a heath, cloathed .with gum 
;schistas, myrtle and rosemary, and h^e^and 
there a clump of olive trees.^-The day re- 
markably cold^ with a thick ha^ze. At 1 the 
3d, guards arrived in the village. 

On . the 1 1th to Montforte, the rsame dis*- 
-tance : as .yei|terday ; the .country through 
which the.road lay ;was extremely. picturesque 
tand.-well wopded. Montforte is a town y of 
Idome note, with an ancient cattle; now iu 

ruins. Here is a monastery and nunnery. 
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the letter d^irntc?d to Sont^Firancisca; The 
num who appeared at the grate were more 
agreeable and lively in their manners than is 
usually found in the recluse inhabitants of a 
convent, • 

December the 12th, to Portalegre 20 miles- ; 
the face of the country extremely beautiful) 
the greater part a forest of fine oak, cork 
^nd pine trees. This city is the see of a 
bishop, and contains two monasteries, three 
nunneries, and about 5000 inhabitants; it 
is romantically situated on a hill, and the 
surrounding country appears well cultivated. 
Here the brigade re-unitG,d, the Coldstream 
having proceeded from Elvas by a different 
route, through the towns of San Olaia and 
A^sumar on the right. 

Halted on the 13th, which allowed the 
officers an opportunity of visiting the bishop- s 
palace and cathedral ; the latter a very noble 
.modern pile. 

On the following day the brigade marched 
•by Apalhao to Gafet6, 16 miles. Soon after 
leaving the beautiful environs of Portalegre, 
,the column entered on a wild uncultivated 
district, and about 4 o'clock baited in this 
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miserable place. The road throughout was 
rugged, and the guns in front could only 
proceed slowly, which obstructed the march 
of the troops. There not being sufficient 
accommodation in Gafet6, the light infantry 
and artillery went forward to the small town 
of Toloza. 

Yesterday the guards reached Gavio, about 
3 in the afternoon, having marched 4 leagues 
through a country similar in appearance to 
that over which the troops had passed on the 
preceding day, until they approached the 
banks of the Tagus, when the scenery became 
• at once bold and picturesque. 

The road this morning led the whole 
distance; 18 miles, through a beautiful dis-^ 
trict, in a line with the course of the Tagus. 
The appearance of the castle of Abrantes 
from the south bank of the river had an 
imposing air of grandeur. About 3 P. M,, 
the brigade crossed the bridge of boats, 
and ascended the eminence on which the 
town stands, in the midst of a fertile 
country. 

During the whole of the riiarch from 
Elras, the troops were cheerfully supplied 
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by the inhabitants with whatever they had 
for sale, at a moderate rate ; they often 
.expressed their fears that the British were 
upon the point of withdrawing from Por- 
tugal. Guides were provided at each stage, 
on the route. 
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LETTER XXVII. 

March of the Guards to Leyxia, &c. 

Leyria, 29tk December, 1B09. 

On the 17th instant the brigade halted in 
Abrantes, where the sick of the army were 
embarked on the Tagus for Lisbon. 

Thie naturally strong situation of the town, 
(which must be considered the key of the 
Tagus,) is improving by works constructed 
under the direction of the royal engineers. 
A considerable magazine had been formed 
here during the time the British were in 
Spain. 

The stormy and boisterous 'night of the 
17th was succeeded by a lovely morning ; 
and the guards again bent their way to 
Punhete, over the vale of Abrantes, which 
is esteemed the granary of Portugal. The 
orange-trees tihjed with the yellow foliage 
of autumn, and bending beneath the weight 
of their golden fruit, gave a richness to the 
,-scenery which vied with the beauties of 
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isummer. Soon after mid-day the brigade ar^ 
rived in the village, and Qccupied their former 
cantonments, I'he inhabitants received them 
with kindness, and expressed their deep re- 
gret for the fate of those who had fallen in 
the battle of Talavera. 

On the following day the guards continued 
their march, and about 2 o'clock in the after- 
noon reached Thomar. The brigade was 
again quartered in the convent of Christ. 

.Marshal Beresfbrd has his head quarters 
in this city, and General Miranda is also 
here, with two brigades of infantry. 

Yesterday the guards arrived in Leyria 
about 3 in the afternoon, having halted on 
the preceding night at Ourem, The roads 
ffom Punhete were rendered very bad by 
the late rains. 

Brigadier-General Coleman commands the 
garrison, which consists of about 3000 Por- 
tuguese infantry. 
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LETTER XXVIU. 

The Guarcb arrive at Vizea«— Short Account of that ancknt (Hijd * 

Yesterday the brigade of guards which 
led the column during the march of the 
British army through Portugal, arrived in 
this city. 

On the 22d instant the guards left Leyria^ 
and passing through the towns of Pombal 
and Condiexa, entered Coimbra on Christmas 
Day. Their reception in that city wa» 
friendly and hospitable, although not distiii-' 
guished with the same lively expressions of 
gratitude as the inhabitants evinced on their 
first visit, when the British came to deliver 
them from an enemy whose approach they 
had for some time awaited with the utmort 
apprehension. 

Coimbra wore a more gay and busy 
appearance than formerly. A number of 
families who had fled from their homes were 
returned; the restoration of quiet by the 
expulsion of Marshal Soult's army had 
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admitted of the University being re-opened, 
and the youth of Portugal were once more 
pursuing their studies. The academic dress 
was uniform and simple, yet extremely be- 
coming. 

The gardens of Santa Cruz even at this 
advanced season of the year, were still 
delightful ; the way to them was through 
the dormitory of the convent, from which 
a path led to the quinta or country house, 
seated in an orange grove, where the holy ^ 
brethren of St. Augustine occasionally retired 
to relax their minds from the severity of 
monastic duties. The appearance of every 
thing about the quinta bespoke wealth and 
comfort ; a suite of apartments terminating 
with a billiard-room, opened to a terrace 
from which there was a charming view over 
the extensive gardens. The cellars were 
filled with the produce of their own vine- 
yards.— During the first stay of the army in 
this city, a table was kept for the oflSicers at 
Santa Cruz, and a handsome entertainment 
daily provided. 

Next day, the 26th, being a festival, was 
celebrated with much splendor in the nun- 
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nery of St Clare. On this occasion thj? 
magnificent tomb of the foundress Queen 
• I«abella» was decorated with a profusion of 
jewels and flowers, through which a small 
rill of water was seen to flow. At noon the 
Lady Superior/ attired iii the robes of the 
order, her train borne by the two eldest 
nuns^ entered the chapel, and passing with 
a slow and solemn step to a seat at the^upper 
end, around which the Huns were already 
ranged, a -beautiful girl in the habit of a 
Qovice, who sat at the organ, commenced 
the symphony, after which the anthem was 
sung in full chorus by the sisterhood. The 
voice of Maria ■ ■ , the young and inte- 
resting votary of St. Clare, within whose holy 
walls she had fled for refuge on the first invasion 
of. Portugal by the French, was distinguished 
above the rest by its sweetness and variety of 
tone. Charmed with the manners of its 
inhabitants, and the peaceful solitudes of a 

cloister, Maria -, at the early age of 

17> after passing through a short noviciate, 
voluntarily embraced the veil. A bewitching 
grace sat upon the fair and polished forehead 
of theyojLUig reUgkuse, and. the mild yet 
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touching expression of her lovely countenance 
indicated the purity of her inind. V 

After hi*gh mass the -Lady Abbess and 
several of tiie nuns approached the grate and 
^velcomed the officers again to Coinibra. 

On the 27th the brigade advanced to 
Malheada, 13 miles ; and on the- 28th to 
Martigoa/ 4 leagues. The route lay over 
the steep and rugged mountain of Busaco, 
on whose summit the tower;? of a convent of 
the order of La Trappe, appeared to rise otlt 
of a beautiful wood. The extensive grounds^ 
Vera inclosed within a lofty wall; and it 
is scarcely possible to conceive a more se- 
questered spot than the scite of this mo- 
nastery. 

Descendtn'g th^e mountain, the troops en- 
tered a well-cultivated valley, and about 
3 o'clock arrived in the village, where th? 
3d regiment was with difficulty acc»mmp- 
dated. The Coldstream proceeded to a 
hamlet, a league beyond. 
■^ Oil the 2^th to Tondella, 4 leagues ; this 
little tow^n is situa^ted iri a beautiful district-. 
Next day, aJfter a march of 15 miles, the 
guards . reached this city ; the Coldstream 
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«ccupi6^ the Bisfcop's Palace ; the 5d gi^af^ 
the Convents of St. Antonio, ^iid the C<^ 
gregation of Oratory. 

: Viaeu situated in the centre of the province 
of Eeira, betwixt the Mondego and the 
Vouga, is an episcopal city, and^ of great 
anti(|uity# The inhabitants indeed pretepd 
that it was founded by the Turduli", a Gothic 
race, 500 yeays before Christ, ,a,nd orig.inally 
jDamed Vacca ; bat to suppprt this they 
produce no satisf;5tctQry document. Tte 
SCGQunt which is considered as most ^utitlet^ 
fto credit i$, that this city was bUilt jin th^ 
time of Sertorius by the pro-consul !)• Brutuji 
who called it Vicontiunj. Two towera ad-^ 
joining the cathedral yet r6naain, of Roman 
eoostruction, on which appear the eagle^ and 
tile liames of FlaccuiS and Frontinins, whp 
are supposed to ha^ve been the architects^ 
Northward of the city i^ a Roman camp oC 
considerable magnitude, in Nvhich the hitherto 
victorious legions of Rome were corapelle4 
to remain inactive before the town^ by the 
renowned Portuguese general Viriatug, whose 
memory is held in repute by. his CQuntrymeii 
to thi& day. A sraajl village, A!yokp,in ih^ 
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Sierra de Estrellai is pointed out as thfii 
birth-place of this leader, \«^ho from being 
originally a captain of banditti, was chosen 
to command the Lusitanian army^ and be-* 
cam^ the terror of the Romans. 

Vizeu contains two monasteries, a convent 
for nuns, and about 5000 inhabitants. There 
i$ It good weekly market, and the surrounding 
country is well cultivated.— The peasantry itt 
this district are of a more industrious cha- 
iracter than those of the soi^th. 

The Benedictines seemed to partake in thtf 
general satisfaction excited by the arrival of 
the British ; arid refreshments were presented 
to the officers who visited the grate. All the 
confectionary is made in the convents, and 
this forms one source of the revenue of these 
institutions. The nuns of Vizeu were more 
unreserved in their manners than one would 
expect from the secluded life they lead, and 
the nature of their establishment. They 
were sufficiently talkative, and old and young 
had a wonderful share of curiosity to know 
what was passing in the world. 

The bishop is 70 years of age, and resides 
principally at a quinta, a short distance 

L 2 
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from the city. Some of the officers went to 
pay their respects, and found him dining 
upon a single dish ; his chaplains seated at 
another table, were also partaking of a very 
frugal repast — this was a little after mid-clay. 
The bishop politely rose on their entrance, 
and hastened to express his extreme gra-^ 
tification * at seeing a British army in his 
diocese. 

With the exception of the 1st division, the 
whole of the army proceeded to the frontier 
by the route of St. Combadao, after passing 
through Coimbta. 
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LETTER XXIX. 

The British Anny in Winter Quarters. — ^Marshal Ney summoni 
Ciudad Rodrigo, and Victor overrunning the Province of 

. Andalusia suddenly appears before Cadiz> to ivhich 
place the Honourable General W« Sljipwart was dispatched 
from Lisbon, with a Brigade of Infantry.— Skirmish at the 
Out-posts. \ 

Fizeu, 20th February, 1810. 

. Early in January, the whole of the British 
army had arrived in their new position^ and 
the troops were quietly settled in winter 
quarters. The Commander of the forces 
after a short visit to Lisbon, for the purpose 
of reconnoitreing the . chain of works con- 
structing in its vicinity, had returned to this 
city, in front of which, the main body of his 
infantry was cantoned in the several towns 
add villages on the road to the frontier, 
with the exception of the 2d division, and 
Major-General Slade's brigade of cavalry,, 
which continued pn the line of the Tagus, 
ijnder the Command of Lieutenant-General 
Hill- 
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The out-posts were stationed on the Banks 
of the Coa, and the duty taken by the light 
brigade, and Ut German hussars, under the 
orders of Brigadier-General Robert Crawford. 
The 3d division, Major-General Picton*s, wsis 
tbe next iivadvajaee, supported by tbe 4th divi- 
sion, Major-General Cole*s at Giiarda, Ce- 
leiico, and the villages in the valley of the 
Mondego ; General Fane's brigade of heavy 
cavalry was in Coimbra, and the l6th light 
dragoons at St. Combadao. 

The first 6 weeks succeeding the return 
of the British to Portugal, were passed in a 
state of conipaFative tranquillity ; but within 
the last, a jDonsiderabie sensatian has been 
excil^ed by the niov»ements and demo»stra<- 
tions o£ the ewemy in various patts of the 
peninsula. 

On the llkh instant, tioe Freoeb, to .the 
immber of 9* or 10^000 approached Ci»dad 
Bodi%) at 4 dtiferent poi^ts^ At half-pa^^t 
7 in the morning, a flag of truce arrived, 
with a ktter frcmk Mswshal Ney, requiring 
the surrender of this fortress,— The ^rernor, 
Don A{K}r6 de Herrasti . returned a {^irited 
refusal. ' 
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t; On th6 following day the enemy bombarded 
the city for several liburs^ witbdut making any 
impreasioA. Disappointed in his hope of 
entering Ciudad Hodrigo without resistance. 
Marshal Ney pushed his corps down to the 
riv^r Aquedd^ which he crossed at the bridge 
of San Felices^ but finding it im^ueticahle to 
bring his artillery over this pass, he withdrew 
bis troops, and has cdntoned them in thd 
Tillages betwixt Ciudad Rodrigo and Sala^ 
jnatnca, leaviiig a small corps Of observatioo 
Qb the A<]ueda, 

* Victor has arrived at Port St. Mary'si 
4Qrppoi^t^ Cadie, and is in possession of Sevillef^ 
and the immense magazines ooUectdd by the 
late Junta in tl^t city, Whicli he entefed 
Witbopt Opposition, in the same tnilnn&r ^ 
be did at Jaenj Cordova ai>d Ofanada, on hH 
mitrcb to thd south. M^nwhile, the Feinains 
of thd army of 1^ Mandia retired oniDgesiras^. 
and the puke of Albuquerque entered Cftdi^, 
With about 10/000 men, only li hours before 
Victor appeared. General William Stewart^ 
jrho had he^n detached from Lisbon with a 
brigifcdle Of infantry, l>as also reached Oadw^ 
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so that 60 fears are now entertained for the 
safety pf that valuable place. 

Joseph Buonaparte is with Victor's army. — 
The French have prevailed on a few of the 
prisoners taken at Ocana, to swear allegiance 
to him ; and the discouraging aspect of affairs, 
induces many of the armed peasantry to return 
to their homes; but it is a war of partizans, 
the peasant against the soldier, and unless 
Joseph can keep a force in every town, he' 
will not, for a long time, be enabled to subdue 
the spirit of the people- The most melancholy 
feature in the cause of Spain is, that most of 
the soldiers, when routed or dispersed, throw 
away their arms. 

Last month, a French corps of 10,000 men, 
of which 2000 were cavalry^ passed through 
Vittoria to Burgos, and then struck off 
on the road to Madrid. The cavalry 
appeared good troops, the infantry chiefly 
conscripts. 

A smart skirmish took place on the l6th 
instant at the out-posts. The enemy after 
dusk, having passed a body of 600 men 
over the Aqueda, was opposed by 4 
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companies of the 95th regiment, under 
Lieutenant Colonel Beckwith, who compelled 
them to retire with a loss of 50 in killed, 
wounded and prisoners. — ^On the side of the 
British, Lieutenant Mercer and 12 men were 
killed. 
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LETTER XXX, 

Descriptioii of the Country round Vizeu.—^febtiv^ of St, jTosepUnet 

Vhm, Id March, laiO. 

The weather, which was unusually severe 
during the months of January and February 
has now become extremely mild, and the 
face of the country in the neighbourhood of 
this city, appears to great advaatage. In 
every direction are beautiful walks and 
rides. 

At the distance of a league is a remarkable 
hot spring on the banks of the Dao, a 
mountain . torrent, which forces its Way 
through rocks, in a valley of the most 
picturesque appearance. 

The garden at the bishop's country house 
is a delightful spot, but it yields in point of 
beauty to the quinta of Don Jose Ernesto, 
about a ^ mile from Vizeu, The road to it 
leiads through an avenue of cherry trees 
already in blossom, to the Val de Besteros 
or Valley of Cattle, at the head of which, the 
house and grounds are situated* At each 
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$tep the scenery becomes more Totnantic, 
and is . uncommonly rich in all its- features* 
The %'ale is bounded by a chain of hiUs» 
the Sierras de Caramula, whose summits 
at this moment are covered with snow. 

But the grate of the Benedictine nunnery 
possessed more charms for the Btitish 
officers than all the beauties of the surround* 
ing district, — ^A regard for the eternal welfare 
of the nuns had induced the venerable bishop 
to express his displeasure to the Lady Abbess 
at their frequent visits ; b4it this interference 
on the part of his reverence, was not attended 
with any visible effect. 

Yesterday the church of the convent was 
filled at an early hour, it being the festival 
of tlieir saint, whose image was adorned 
with jewels, a number of wax tapers burning 
before it, and the grand altar lighted up 
and embellished in a similar manner. The 
service of the day commenced, and all 
in silence listened to the sweet voices of the 
nuns, at times interrupted by the hollow 
tones of the offioiAting monks, who were 
celebrating high mass at the altar, — Again 
the harmony of the choir broke upon the ear, 
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accompanied by the loud swell of the organ ; 
and after a short pause, Sister Joanna 
Terpetuza sung a solo in a deep and powerful, 
yet melodious strain. — She was followed by 
Maria Benedita^ who acquitted herself with 
much taste and execution in a difficult hymn. 
At this moment, a friar of the order of St. 
Francis entered the church, and kneelin^g on 
the steps of the altar, prayed foi;* a short 
time ; after which, he ascended the pulpit 
and delivered a sermon extempore. — When 
his discourse, which did not seem to make 
much impression upon the auditory, was 
ended, an anthem was chaunted by the 
whole of the nuns in full chorus. — Donna 
Antonia Maria, the fair novice of St. Josephine^ 
played on the organ with a masterly band. 
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LETTER ,XXX1. 

Sitaation of the French Corps-*-Remarks on the War in th^ 
. Peninsula.^— General Robert Crawford throws liimself into Fori 
Conception. 

Ftzeu, 14Jth March, ISlO. 

The corps of the enemy are gathering fast 
around this kingdom, and form a cordon 
from Gorunna to Cadiz. According to recent 
information, Junot is at St. Jago (betwixt 
Corunna and "Vigo) and Marshal Ney con- 
tfnues on the right bank of the Aqueda, be- 
twixt Ciudad Rodrigo and ' the bridges of 
Zamora and Ledesma, with his out-posts at 
San Felices, three leagues from the advance 
of Lord Wellington's army at Almeida. 

On the other side* of the Sierra de Francia^ 
Marshal Soult is stationed, with his head- 
quarters at Placentia, securing with his right 
the important pass of Banos. * 

Mortier is at Talavera la Real, and his corps 
is cantoned in that town and the neighbouring 
ones, Almondarelehy, Zafra, Valverde and 
Olirenza, 
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The enemy are said to be strengtheniftg 
Burgosj and there are 6 to 6000 men in that 
city, and about the same number in Yal- 
ladolid; At Burgos, the French issued a 
proclamation, ofieriog pardon to such armed 
peasants of the guerilla (sharpshooters) as 
should return to their homes. 

These detached corps of mounted peasants 
had cut off an escort near Vittoria, of ^X> 
French bullocks going to the army, and put 
all the party to death. There is also an armed 
Ibrce of this description which hovers rbund 
Madrid and annoys the enemy's convoy6« 

There are occasional reports of large 
leinforcements to the French army passing 
through Bayoone, but every thing remains 
quiet upon the frontier, and the enemy ha» 
not renewed his attempt on Ciudad Rodrigo# 
This calm, however, maybe the forerunner of 
a storm, for the designs of Buonaparte against 
thfe independenpe of the peninsula, are of A 
nature not to be doubted. The pitriotisra of 
the Spaniards, although chilled and repressed 
by the imbecility of their government and the 
gigantic efforts of Great Britain in defence of 
an injured and insulted nation have hitherto 
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foiled the platis, and blasted the hopes of the 
usurper ; but now that he can give his undi- 
vided attention to an object of so much im- 
portance as annexing the res6urces of this 
Immense tierritory to the power of France, by 
placing the crown of Spain securely on his 
brothex^s. head, it is impossible not to feel 
considerable aflxiety for the uTtiniate result 
of this great contest* 

Within these few days. General Robert 
Cxjiwlbrd has passed the frontier with the 
light division and a troop of honse artiileiy, 
t^nd thrown himself into Fort Conception, 
two railes. beyond Almeida. — Deserters, 
.chiefly Germans, frequently come over, but 
from them little information can be obtained* 

The »ick of the army are sent every 
Monday to Foiedao, where they embark on 
the Mondego for Figueira, and from thence 
I«-oceed. to Lisbon. 
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LETTER XXXII. 

The Freach. are making Preparations for the Siege of Chidarf 
Rodrigo^ &c, 

Hzoh 24^A Apra, 18ia : 

px the 22d ultimo, Mortie^'s head quar-* 
ters were at Zafra> with 9000 men, and Merle 
at Meridia with 3 to 4000, having his out- 
posts at Torremayor, &c. The whole of the 
ehemy^a force in Estramadura, does not 
exceed 15,000 men. Romana is at Badajos; 
and Balasteros, with the right of his army 
at OHvenza, where the French were for, 
some time ; the left extends^ to Albuquerque, 
and there are some troops in Campo Mayor. 
The number of Spaniards bearing arms is 
about 15,000, and as many more in training* 
The French are supposed to have not more 
than 25,000 men to the southward of the 
Sierra Morena. 

The 2d division of infantry is at present 
quartered in Portalegre. — Major-General 
Slade^s brigade of cavalry at Apalhao and 
Abrantes. — Lieutenant-General Hill is in 
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conlmunicJEttioti with Badajos> and his light 
troops are at Nisa and Villa Velha to obsenre 
the movements of the enemy ^ i^ould Regnier 
attempt to push a corps along the left bank 
of the Tagiis. 

Brigadier-General Howarth, and another 
troop of horse artillery haVe arrived at Lisbdn. 
' The force under Marshal Ney is said to be 
iticrebsed from 15 to 25,000 men: With hira 
are G^nierals Loison, Laborde and the yotmgef 
Kellerman. Forty of Ney's body guards 
deserted the other day .-^Frequent skirmishes 
take place at the out-posts, in which the 
British are uniformly successfuL 

Colonel Trant has proceeded from Oporto 
with 3000 men to defend the strong Pass of 
b'alamonde, should junot endeavour to 
penetrate into Portugal by that route. 

Head-quarters moved on the 14th instant 
to Cea, a small town on the acclivity of the 
£strella» the largest mountain in Portugal, at 
the distance.of 6 leagues from Vizeu. Upon 
its summit are two lakes, from the greater, 
two of the principal rivers in this kingdom, 
♦he Mondegoand Zezere take their rise; the 
Alva derives its source from the lesser. The 

M 
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th^ gFe^a v^fims at tlie foot of ti)^ Est^ne^^ 

jR>rm a rem^i^abje contrast witk H? s^^^vr* 
covered sides. 

On the 19th instant Lord WeUingtw 
returned to Vizou. 

This morning, two Sp?u:iisb deputiea ^rriyed. 
from Ciudad Rodrigo, to request the Cpp- 
mander of the forces would mpye up to the 
relief of that city, in tlie event of it? \?ein^ 
attacked^ for which the French appe^ed t€^ 
he making. S|?i:ipus jprepajatiou* 
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LETTER XXXIII. 

.The British moVc up to the frontiers.— Head-rquarters at Celerico;, 
— Marshal Beresford at Fornos.— Astorga surrenders to Junot 
>^MasdeAa arri^tsat SakiBaBea.--City of Guardia. 

Celerko, 20lh May, 1810. 

A^aiJx 1 o'clock on the mormiig of the 
27th instant, an order was is&iied for the 
g^ards^ to adyaBce, each man carrying 3 day* 
provisions^ and biscuit for six days on 
imiks. Althoijgh this order waiS equally sud^ 
dea ajid unexpected,, yet the whole were in 
jfetfdiness at the appointed hour, and marched 
ivdrn Vizeu, with the good wishes of the in-* 
habitiants, to Mongualde^ 2 leagues, where 
the brigade arrived soon after mid-day. The 
country on the right, was extremely beauti- 
ful and picturesque. The weather hazy, 
with frequent showers; Sir Stapleton Cat- 
t(»*s head-qUarters, were at the magnificent 
manBion of the Paez family. General 
Cameron's brigade, under the command of 
Lo»d Bimityre, raaxdied from Mongualde 
tla^s miming, anil the wh<)le of the army was 

m2 
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in motion, to take up a position nearer the 
frontier. The Commander of the forces 
passed through to Celerico. The Cold- 
stream went 2 leagues further to Villacova. 

April the 28th, to Fornos, 3 leagues 6ver 
a Very hilly road. > In these 2 last towns, the 
troops ATere but indifferently accommodated. 
The day was riemarkably warm, and the 
beautiful green fields every where carefully 
cultivated, formed a striking contrast with 
the barren summit of the neighbouring 
Estrella. 

On the 29th, the guards arrived at Cel^^ 
rico, which not affording sufficient quarters 
for the brigade, the Coldstream proceeded 
to Lagiosa, in the Val de Mondego, and 4 
(Companies of the 3d regiment to the village 
6f Froiitilhera. 

The Mondego, after running for some 
leagues due north, makes abend round Cele* 
rico, and then pursues its course to the Atlan- 
tic, in a westerly direction. The antient 
name of this town, is said to have been Silio- 
brigum, iind here are the remains of a Ro- 
man fort, but of its history, no certain infor- 
mation can be obtained from the inhabitanls. 
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The deilgy are almost the only class whorpos-* 
sess atiy learnuigv and eyen among them a great 
number are extremely ignorant, and know 
little of their country. In thi? respect they 
differ front their neighbours, the Spaniards, 
who take a pride in the traditions .'handed 
down by their ancestors, and dwell with a 
peculiar delight on a recitaLof those battles^ 
which ended in the total expulsion of the 
Moors. ' It is only from foreign authors, that 
the PortuijUese can derive a just knowledge 
of their country, as their own historians give 
such a colouring to fects, a« to leavje Jittle 
semblance to the truth. 

Astorga, • a town without walls^ and garri- 
soned by 3000 men, has surrendered to Junot 
after a months siege, during which the 
Freiich lost about GOOO.men. 

Ney has his position on the Turmes. His 
advance on the Agueda. 

Regnier shewed himself before Badajoz, 
on the 12th inst. when he was fired at from 
the battieries. 

A French officer came in this morning, who 
states, that he deserted in consequence of 
an ajBfront offered to him. by his commandant 
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Hpdn wham he drew hts 8word« He says 
that Massena is at Salamafiea^ that the 
French have been reinforced, aad are maw 
80,000 strong betwixt that city and Ciudad 
Kodrigo. 

Marshal Beresfbrd's head-quartets aire at 
Fornos, ajad several brigades of FoTtuguesfe 
infantry have arrived in this neighbour- 
hood. 

The advance under General R. Crawford, 
has fallen back upon Almeida, b^t 4 com« 
panies of the 45th regitnent, and some Por- 
tuguese troop? are in Fort Conception, and 
the cavalry patrole to the banks of the 
Agueda. close to which, and in sight oppo- 
site are the enemy's piquets, who as well a» 
the British, try the fords daily. There is no 
doubt entertained in this army, that Mas* 
sena intends to commende active operations 
as soon as the weather will permit, but the 
rains still continue. His force is stated, by 
all deserters, at not less than TOfiOO; this inv 
eludes Junofs corps of 20,000 men, lately ar^ 
rived from the north. 

Regnier is still in Estremadum, but is ex- 
pected to combine with Massena, in th* at- 
tack on Portugal, 
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Tim Fttik^hfaiii nogtouljd m the gOfod wBi 
of the SpnliariJsi and 4^dr ififluetice (hies B«t 
^xtciid beyond ttie luilge of ihdr cauEimdii. 
Biwkmpatte has latjdly isstisd si dteraef^ dinut* 
log the French gerierals^ iviio Gt>]BQiaiid in 
Spnm to levy coQtt&utioBs oh ihs ihhabi»^ 
taxds^ for tfatt :sulifiis1a^De ftciii pa^meitt lof tinir 
^tni(^^ ^ they Hvart hoI expect ady moti^ 
ibGney ft>r thi» |nap»e. 

The ancient city of Gmtrda, at the distance 
of 2 leagues from hence, is situated on the 
northern extremity of the Estrella. After 
passing through the village of Lagiosa and the 
romantic scenery of the Val de Mondego, 
the road winds up a steep hill, from whence 
the city appears at the distance of a mile. 
Here are few objects worthy of notice. The 
cathedral, a rude gothic pile was built in the 
11th century. The castle of a later date, 
is now in ruins, what time had spared, hav- 
ing been demolished by the French. From 
the walls a remarkable fine view is obtsCined 
of the country to Ciudad Rodrigo, in front of 
a range of hills ten leagues distant, 

On the left appears Pinhel, and 3 leagues 
fnrthgri the fortress of Almeida, on the 
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Spanish side of the Coa^ over which thei^e is 
A stone bridge> 2 miles from the town. 

The finie commanding plain of Guarda na- 
turally points it outy as the station for a body 
of troops, to observe and check the incursion 
of a hostile force on this part of the fron- 
tier, and when pressed l^ superior numbers, 
it .will be in the ^ commander's option to fall 
back upon Ms reinforcements, by. the roads 
on either side of the Estrella. 



I 
• 
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LETTEK XXXIV. 

Ciiidad Eodrigo besieged and taken after a most gallant defence^— 
The British out-posts iivithdrawn to Yal de Lamula, &c. 

Cekrico, ^th July, ISU. 

On the 25th of June, the Commander 
of the forces aixd the heads of militaiy de- 
partments, moved from Celerico to Almeida ; 
and on the 30th to Alverca, 3 leagues ot 
midway betwixt this town and Almeida* 

On the 17th the French haviiig completed 
their trenches before Ciudad Rodiigo^ in* 
vested the place with a force of 30,000 
infantry and 5000 cavalry. Deserters say 
that the troops have only a quarter ration 
of biscuit without meat, and no forage 
for their horses. 

On the night of the 25th of June the 
enenjy opened his batteries against Ciudad 
Rocjrigo, atid after a most gallant defence, 
during which about 700 of the inhabitants 
were killed by the, bombardment, the Go* 
yemor, seeing no hopes of relief, and his 
provisions and ammunition being nearly 
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exhausted, surrendered by capitulation on 
the evening of the 10th instant. 

The Marquh of Komana came from 
Badajos for the purpose it was sjiid of re- 
questuig Lord Wellington would advance 
to its relief, but departed perfectly satisfied 
with the propriety of the British leaders 
reasons for declining to make a forward 
movement; which, by etidangering tbe 
safety pf his army, might ultimately compro* 
mise the general cause. 

On the 28th ultimo the €ne«y having iW-* 
yen in the British out-posts to Al<ittleda, 1 
league beyond Fort Conception hutted at 
Gallegos with his advanced guaM, aft4 on 
the 5th instant his force hftving increased am. 
this side of the Agueda, Gentral Cratdbrd 
withdrew his piquets into F'orf Ct>ncftptiott, 
which he abandoned on the 21st and the Bri*' 
tish out-posts jfetired to Val de liatoula. 
On thit day A skirmish took pl*ee, in which 
Lieutenant-Colonel Talbot, of the 14th df a- 
goons, was killed ; the cavalry niftde 2 dIBdet* 
and SO men prisoners, who declare that the 
French army is much straitened for provi- 
sions. <. . 
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General Cameron^s brigade moved forward 
to Minucal Bara^al and the adjacent 
villages, a league in front of Celerico, on 
the 20th ; and Colonel Archibald CampbelFs 
fine brigade the 6th and 18tli regiments of 
. Portuguese infantrjr, marched through this 
town on their route to the Val de Mon- 
dego. ' 

On the following day Sir Brent Spencer, 
second in command, left this with his staff 
for Arelans de Riviera. 

Regnier is reported to have arrived witk 
his division at Zar^ist Mayor. 

.Yesterday and this morning it has rained 
vioIenUy, with tbttiMler and lightning. 

For the last € weeks, the officers have 
amused themselves with frequent horses-races 
,in this neighbourhood, ^d Ihefre was occa- 
sionally solme good spoilt* 
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LETTER XXXV. 

General Cmvford retires over the Coa, after a smart affair with m, 
greatly superior force of the Enemy. — General Hill's Division 
crosses the Tagus. — ^Regnier arrives at Castel Bnuico.-^Move* 
ments of the British. — A party of Officers visit the Estrrila. 

MomaUo dt Sierra, 12th Augud^ 1816. . . 

On the 25th of July, at 3 A.M. the 
guards received orders to Qiarch ; and soon 
after 6 proceeded through the small town of 
Barapal to Marfal de Chao, 2 leagues, 
where they arrived about 8 o'clock. The 
cause of this sudden movement was owing 
to the enemy haying passed the Coa in 
considerable force, after a severely con-/ 
tested affair with General R. Crawford's 
division. 

During the whole of this day and the fol- 
lowing, the wounded officers and men were 
passing to the rear in cars. 

On the afternoon of the 26th, the enemy's 
advance appeared within a league of head* 
quarters, where preparations were made to 
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Picton and Crawford being turned out for 
that purpose. The 14th and l6th dragoons 
take the duty of the qrit-posts. 

Lieutenant-General HilPs division of the 
combined British and Portuguese army 
broke up from the left bank of the Tagus 
on the 17th ultimo, and crossing the river 
at Villa Velha, the head of the column 
reached Atalaya, 5 leagues on this side of 
Castel Branco, on the 22d. 

Before day-break, on the 28th of July, 
the guards, left ifl front, with the brigade of 
guns attached to the division, moved out of 
the. town of Marpal de Chao^ and halted, to 
allow General Cameron's brigade to take its 
place in the column, which then, retired 
through Barapal, Celerico, Cortifo, and 
Villa Cortez, to Sampayo, where General 
Cameron's brigade was left ; the guards pro- 
ceeded about a league beyond to Gouvea, a 
handsome town, on the side of the Estrella. 
This day^s march was one of the longest 
made by. the British in Portugal, being up- 
wards^ of 7 leagues. On the road passed 
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the 4tli dragooi», and Captain Bull's troop 
of horse artillery^ going to the advance. 

Next daj the columa was again in motioQ. 
About 8 A. M. the guards halted in Vinho ;. 
General Cameron's brigade inarehed a league 
further to Penhanf os. At Vinho the arrival 
of the troops thre^v tiie inhabitants lata 
the greatest coBsternation ; arid a convent of 
nuns; taking the alarm, the whole place 
became a scene of cofrfusidn. In the course- 
of the day the friends of the poor Benedic* 
tines arrived from difFcrent parts of the 
cnuntry, and conveyjed them away to > 
place of refuge,, with the furnsbtufe of the 
nunnery* There was not a dry eye in the 
viUage as. the affecting cavaJcade set out; 
the poBor had experienced the kindness of 
thsi nuns in a thousand instances, and la- 
mented tlie hard necessity of their departure 
with unfeigned sorrow. 

General Spencer remains at the cnit^posts, 
Fraxedas , 2 leagues, in front of Alverca^ 
with the liglit cavalry and horee artillery ; 
head-quarters and General Cmwford's light 
division are in Celerico, excepting only two 
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co<aip!$nie$ of the dStbi statipn€d on the 
tight banH of th<e Mon/dega, 

Qe«iei:»l Pieton's division is at Saippayo i 
Ge^rs^J Coi.e's at Linhares, Mello, &c. ; aad 
tjje King's German legioa at Gouvea, 

Eegnier has arrived at Castei Branca,: 
witb the 24 corps of the array, and Lieu-, 
tena^t-Oeneral Hiirs division h watching 
his movefnenits. Lieuteaant-Golonel Wynd* 
bam of the royaj dmgocrns was surprised and 
t»kfin prifiioner on a wconnoitceing patty. 

Q» the 3d ii^stant; the 3d guards marejoied 
t(Q MoimeatQ de Siewa, a beautiful village^ 
^ ?niles from Vinbo^ at the foot of the- 
ll^^treU*. . 

4* pa^ty wa3 formed to viait the highest 
pOiQt of the iQo^ountain,. which is said to be 
7000 feet above the level of the sea* The 
qbjefit, of the officers was also to visit the 
lakiet in that ekvated situation. 

The party set ottt from Mioimento at aD 
<^ly hQur» and passing through the smaU 
to^wn of Cea^ wber^^ the Bishop of .Guarda- 
h^ a pala^^ arrived about 9 o'clock at 
15$. Rotaaoi. md: procured a, guide, who con- 
4tti;^d. th&Xk. bj^ a good road to a chapeL 
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close to the river Alva, 2 miles arid a half 
from the last town* The road wound beau- 
tifully through a romantic country, under 
the rugged front of the Estrella, whence 
&maU streams were issuing in every direction, 
on their way to join the clear waters of the 
Alva. After this the road became a mere 
sheep-track, and so difficult that the party 
had to dismount and lead their mules. 
With much exertion they at last reached 
the furthest stage of the Estrella, where 
some rye was growing, and a few peasants, 
thrashing. On enquiry they learned that the 
lakes Avere at the distance of 2 leagues.' 
Every step the party advanced the scenery 
became more interesting, and the views more 
extensive ; at one spot^ where a natural 
amphitheatre was formed, encircled by rocks, 
the sound was reverberated for a long period 
of time : here a large flock of goats were 
feeding. The road was now extremely in- 
tricate ; at length the party reached the 
summit, and obtained a fine view of the 
Tralos Montes to the northward, and over 
an immense territory, bounded by the 
Atlantic in the west. The officers were 
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fl^vfrail times Enveloped in clouds; ^hidi at 
length dispersing, they left their thuJ^ and 
proceeded to the lakes ; t|ie greatet forming 
nearly a square of 6 by 7^ yarda^ wat 
bounded on one side by a ridge of rocks^ 
on which were some patches of snow ; the 
lesser lake fornix a kind of neck to the 
other. Sotne parts are so de^p as n^ver to 
faav^ been Sithomed $ but thi$ may be owing 
to the waat of curiosity in the Portuguese. 
1^ party now returned, and ikt the end of 
6 boars readied th^ir mules. 

Tiiere is some vegetsUion diid a good deal 
of' ryie growing in the various Sierras* Oi}l 
the right, at tb« furthest extremity* is the 
ridge on which Guarda is situated. The few 
peasants whom the officers met with in this 
remote region of the air, informed them 
that wolves were numerous on different parts 
of the mountain ; and here is to be found 
all the various gehus of heath and plants : 
among others the dead plant is seen growing 
out of fissures in the rock, of a white colour, 
and appearing as if scorched by lightning. 

The inhabitants of the villages situated in 
the Estrella haye in their history the leading 
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features of all mountain tribes ; they pay 
no taxes, but one-tenth of the produce of 
their lands is assigned for the maintenance 
of a modern noble, and this tribute is col* 
lee ted half-yearly by his stewards. 

The enemy, after establishing himself on 
the left bank of the Coa, commenced his 
' preparations for the siege of Almeida, in 
which he proceeds but slowly, owing to^ the 
rocky soil, and the necessity of bringing 
earth from some distance, to cover his ap- 
proaches. Marshal Ney a few days ago 
advanced with a considerable force for the 
purpose of making a reconnaissance, which 
having Icompleted, he retired to his former 
position. 
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lETTEit XXVI. 

Almeida taken, and lUtreat of the ftritish, 

FUhadaza, Zld of August, 1810* 

At ^ay-^break on the 19th instant, the 
guards were in motion, and advanced through 
the villag^ of Vinho, iSampayo, and Villa 
<]Jortes, to Linhares, a small town, with an 
ancient castle on the side of the Estrella ; 
and the next day marched through Cortifb, 
to CelericO) 2 leagues. — ^Reports are favour- 
able. Letters have been intercepted from 
some of the French generals, stating the 
misery and discontent of their troops, from 
sickness, want of pay, and the harassing 
warfare carried on by the Spaniards in every 
qua:rter. 

On the 21st, head-quarters returned to 
Alverca da Beira ; and on the 23d the guards 
again advanced to Marpal do Chao, aiid oc- 
cupied their former cantonments. 

Whether the exertions^ of the British will 
eventually secure the independence pf these 

^2 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



189 

kingdoms or not, time alone can discover ; 
meanwhile the position they have maintained 
for so many months, in the face of the most 
formidable French army on this side of -the 
Pyrenees, has occasioned a diversion favour- 
able to the Spaniards, by affording time to 
re-assemble and re-olganize their troops, 
i?ben de&ated and dbpersed by tlie superior 
military discipline and tactics of the enemy; 
and it forms a fine trait in their niitionai 
character, that neither by threats or pr<>=^ 
mises have any numbers been induced to 
Abandon the cause of thdr country, and enrol 
themselves under the standard of the con-* 
temptible usurper^ 

The enemy having completed his works 
before Almeida, opened his batteries on 
the 26th instant, in the riiorniiig, and cdm-» 
menced a furi6u$ bombardment from 70 
pieces of cannon, at the same moment* The 
besieged returned a very birisk fire during the 
whole of that day, 

A telegraph was erected at bead--qtiarters 
to communicate with Almeida ; and it was 
said £0 be arranged, that the governor Colonel 
Cox, was to give notice to the Commander 
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of the forces when he found a siirreniier 
iinavoid^Ue, on which the whole of . the 
combined army in this quarter was to advai>ce 
against the enemy, and driving him beyond 
the Coa, to bring off the garrison* The 
weather being hazy on the 27th, no message 
could be received by the telegraph, but it 
was perceived from the out-posts that the 
firing had ceased, and that the Governor 
was in communication with the enemy. la 
the absence of all information, various sur- 
mises were formed, and reports circulated, 
but the real cause of the disaster which com- 
pelled Colonel Cox to enter inta terms 
with the enemy, remained for the present 
unknown* 

August the 28th, a sudden order was is- 
sued at 10 A. M, when the guards marched 
to Celerico. Soon after leaving Marpal de 
Phao, ^ tremendous thunder-storm came 
on, accompanied with heavy rain. ' A private 
pf the Coldstream was killed by a flash of 
Jightning.r— 29th, to Gouvea, 4 leagues ;— 
30th, to St. Romao, 2 leagues. The Cold^ 
iftream halted in Cea. 
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This morning the 3d regiment arrived 
here^ about half a mile from Saragoce, on 
the high road to Coimbra. The Cold&tream 
in quarters at Torozello,-^Distance from 
igt. Romao, 1 l^gue> 
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LETTER XXXVII. 

The combined Army takes up a position on the right Bank of the 
Mondego.— Battle of Busaodu 

St. Martinho da Bwpo, 30f A Sq^mher, 1810. ^, 

On the morning of the 3d instant, the 
1st divisioti marched upon the road to 
Coimbra, 5 leagues. General Cameron'i 
brigade and tb^ 3d gtiards hutted ; the 
Coldstream was quartered in Moita, and 
the King's German, legion, in an adjoining 
village. 

Kext day, the 3d guards marched to the 
village of Sanguinhada, and Gedjeral Came- 
ron's brigade on the 5tb, was cantoned in 
Cortifo. 

Head-quai^rs were at Gouvea, and every 
thing remained quiot in front. TJie 24th 
Portuguese regiment, ^aken in Almeida and 
«aid to have volunteered into the French 
service, has every man escaped. 

At day-break oh the 18th instant, the 
|;uards marched from Moita and Sanguin- 
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hada; at the same time, the rest of the 
division Avas in motion, and the whole 
crossed the Pouli^ de.Mlircena and bivouaced 
2 leagues beyond, near the village of Foy 
4'ArQUce, on the banks of the river Ceira. 
Thunder and lightning with heavy rains, 
which continued, without intermission, the 
whdle of the night ahd f<?lIowing morning. 
. Before day-break on the 19th, the division 
was ag£|in on march,, and enteired Coimbra 
toon after mid-day^ ; 

Head-quarters were yesterday in CoBti^ 
and th^s morning Lord Wdtington with his 
sta^ aci^o^panied by Marshal Beresford^ 
crossed the Mondego. 

Daring the night, several Portuguese tegi- 
ments cajme into Coimbra* 

[At balf-pa3t 9 A- M. on the 20th, tb« 
division advanced on the Oporto road and 
halted at Malheadai in which town, the 3d 
guards were quartered. The Coklstreara 
halted in a wood on the right. Colonel 
PadiLenham'a brigade, the 7th and 79th wer« 
in advance. Lord Blantyre (Camef-on^) on 
thffii left> and thf King^s German legion half 
a xoile in the rear. 
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September th6 Slst, before dawn, tht 
divisioa was under dirms« The 3d guards 
tnoted out of Malheada to join the Cold- 
stream, when Colonel Packenham's brigade 
went into cantonments. Sereral brigades of 
Portuguese infantry Formed in the rear iof the 
division on the Coimbra road. 

September the 22d the Coldstream went 
into quarters at Valcaliza, the 3d regiment 
in the villages of Travossa and Canedo. 

The full of Almeida^ after a bombardment 
of. only one day, but in jeality, occasioned 
by the explosion of the grand magazine ; by 
whidi unfortunate eyent, one half of the 
town was destroyed, 500 of the garrison, and 
a great number of the inhabitants killed, 
removed the principal remaining obstacle to 
the entrance of Massena's army into this 
kingdom, but they proceeded with great 
caution in their movements, owing to the 
difficulty of bringing forward their supplies, 
which was absolutely necessary, as the enemy 
could not place any dependence on the 
resources of a country so long occupied by 
.the British. The French appear to have 
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been completely foiled in their plans^ by the 
prudent defensive system adopted by Lord 
Wellington, as there can be no donbt that 
it Wd3 a principal object with Massena^ in 
undertaking the sieges of Ciudad Rodrigo 
and Almeida, to draw the British from their 
strong hilly positions to the. plains on which 
these towns are situated; where, if at all, 
the superior number of his cavalry might be 
expected to give him the advantage. On a 
further advance from the frokntier, that spe- 
cies of force- could . no longer be rendered 
useful in the same degree, but must prove 
extremely burdensome and embarrassing to 
his operations, from the very great scarcity 
of forage, which even the British experienced 
at timesi although the harvest had been got 
in, and the whole grain in the country was 
in requisition for their supply. 

About a fortnight ago. Marshal Massena 
made a feint of coming down upon the left 
bank of. the Mondego, and actually pushed 
his reconnoitreing parties to Cortifo and Lin- 
hares in that direction, but, apprehensive of 
meeting a check at tlie strong pass of the 
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Ponte de Marcella, hc^ on the l8th, 19tli, 
{and 20th of September crossed the river 
with his whole army at the ][>ridgeof Fornos, 
below Celerico, advancing upon Coimbra 
by the way of Vizeu. This movetoent of the 
enemy was met by the Commander of the 
forces with his usual foresight, and the in- 
teiitions of the French leader being now 
clearly developed^ the 2d division under 
General Hill was directed to join the main 
body by the route of Sobriera Formosa and 
Pedro-gao, when the whole of the conibined 
army, with the exception of iGeheral Panels 
division of cavalry and some Portuguese in* 
fantry, was placed upon the right bank of 
the Mondego, with a celerity which set all 
ordinary calculation at defiance. 

September the 22d, skirmishing at the 
out-posts^ 

On the 23d, the bridge over the Criz be- 
yond Mortigao having been blown up by 
Brigadier-Geperal Pack, the French occu- 
pied themselves . in repairing it, and then 
passed over a column of infantry and ca- 
valry, who were opposed by the light division 
and General Pack's Portuguese brigade. 
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On the 24th and £5th the enemy con- 
tinued to advance^ and it was evijdent the 
whole of his force was concentrating. In a^ 
smart skirmish^ Captain Hoey was severely 
and Mellish slightly wounded, 
. Whilst the French continued their ape^ 
proach upon Coimbra by the road leading 
over the Sierra of Busaco» the main body of 
the allied army remained in the adjoining 
villages, where the troops had been cantoned, 
that they might not suffer from the heavy 
dews at this season of the year. 
. Before day-break on the 26th the several 
divisions, of British and Portuguese were in 
n^otion. The brigade of guards arri^^d in 
the village pf Luz about 8 o'clock, and 
s(5on after began Xo ascend the Sierra of 
Busaco, qq whose summit is. situated, a 
convent of the austere order of La Trappe, 
XiOrd Wellington's head-quarters. The route 
lay for nearly 2 mil^ through tlie gardens ; 
before leaving them, a. oaniionade qora- 
menced, the brigade was ordered to Joad 
.^nd then formed behind the, brow ,of the 
hill, from whence, the whole of the enemy s 
force was distinctly discerned* They ap- 
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peared m considerable iiumbers> the infantry 
supposed ta be not less than 60»00(^ and a 
very large force in cavalry. . . 

About 5 P. M. the French pijquets made 
an attack upon the Portuguese light tf0opsp> 
(casadores^) who returned their fire with thier 
utmost steadmess and resolution. 

The formation of the combined army was 
as follows :— 

Lieutenant-Gencral Hiirs division, which 
bad crossed the Mondego this morning, was 
placed on the right of the whole line, having 
the divisiotis of Generals Leith and Picton 
on his left. In the centre, the 1st di^'^bion^ 
of ivbich the guards formed the right, un- 
der the command of Sir Brent Spencer, 
bfeyond was the light division in tlie most 
advanced part of the position, opposite the 
gardens of the mopastery. Major<-Geneml 
Cole's at the extremity on the left. 

General Fane's division of cavalry re- 
mained on the left bank of tbe Mondego, to 
observe the mwements of the enemy in that 
direction : a few Squadrons only were on the 
heights, the ground being unftit^ourable for 
that dctcxiption. of force; and the mmn 
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body Under Sir Stapleton Cotton was formed 
in the plains in front of Malheada, and oa 
the Oporto road* - . 

The brigades of Portuguese infantry and 
casadoren were united with the British, and 
the result proved this to have been the 
best possible distribution of the troops of 
our ally. 

. The line of the combined army thus 
posted, extended along the ridge of Busaco 
for nearly 2 leagues, but the whole of the 
intermediate space was not occupied, except 
by a chain of light troops, and formed the 
segment of a circle, whose extreme points 
embraced every part of the enemy's position. 
Not a movenvent could be made in the 
French lines without its being immediately 
observed from the Sierra, and this circumr* 
stance contributed most materially to the 
success of the British, 

At dusk, the 1st division moved to the 
right, and bivouaced close to the brow of the 
hill covered by - the light infentry. Th©^ 
weather thick and foggy. 

September the 27th at dawn of day the 
enemy advanced 2 columns, and at the same 
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moment, threatened the right and centre of 
the allied army. The column on the right 
irioved up the hill, under the fire of the light 
troops, with great intrepidity, and' . had 
gained th^ summit, when it wad charged 
whilst deploying into line,' in the most gal- 
lant manner by Colonel Mackinnon's bri- 
gade, the 45th and 88th regiments, and the 
9th Portuguese under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sutton, supported oil the right by part of 
General Leith's <5orps, and on the left by 
Major-General Light'burne's4>rigade and the 
guards; which had moved to the right for 
that purpose, on the first indication of the 
enemy's intention. The French could not 
withstand the shock, but retreated down the 
hill with immense loss. One regiment, the 
1st Legere of Regnier's Corps d*Arme€ was 
entirely cut to pieces. The enemy foiled in 
this attack, made another more to the rights 
whete he was again repulsed at the point of 
the bayonet. This second attack was sup- 
' ported by some heavy artillery, and dis- 
mounted 2 guns ; but a shell having set fire 
to the ammunition tumbril which blew up, 
the French abandoned their battery.^ 
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The Commandeir of th« fore«»;wa» every 
where in person, giving directions *n4 supett 
intending the different points of sitt^oki 
Early in the morning, two of his ttUffi 
lieutenant-Colonel CanipbeJi «nd LOfd 
Fitgroy Somerset were wounded, 

Findii^ these attacks on the right vn$ijiei* 
ce$sful» the enemy directed his principal 
diforts against the left of the centre^ and 
ia a charge made by the *Sd and d2d regi- 
tnents. General Simon was wounded u-nd 
taken with his Aid*de-Camp. A short time 
afterwards, a youjog Spanish lady, in male 
tittire, whom, the General bad carried off 
from Madrid, and his baggage* were sent t9 
the British head-qmartef* with a ^g of 
truce. ; \ 

About 8 o^clock ft fog came on^ wfeichi 
for -ft time, partially obscured the position* 
of the respective armi^. When the day 
cleared up, it was discovered that the enemy 
had placed lairge bodies, of light troopsr ia 
the woods and valley which skirted the bot- 
tom of the Sierra. They were successfuJly 
opposed by the light division, the casadores^ 
the light infantry of the 1st division, and 
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Colonfcl Pitkenlimit's brigad^Uhe 7th, i aiiij.! 
79tJh fegimbnts, '^ 1'he -^einy's iiye 3ladk€ne<ft 
about noon, but the light troops contiriiied: 
engaged rtiotil the cffi^hhig; ' Dtorlng tlie 
a/^tion,. a:ntai\b^r;pfi€tei^i?{ers came over. ' : b 

On the followiiig'^mcrQiiug'the^lighl ioifkhtfy 
were again partially engaged on the left of 
the line. At mid-day the enemy's cavalry 
and several columns of infantry were ob- 
served in motion to the rear. All quiet in 
camp. The French set fire to a small vil- 
lage on leaving it. 

At 10 P. M. the jarmy quitted the position 
of Busaco. After halting for 2 hours near 
the monastery, the 1st division proceeded 
on the road to Coimbra. At day-light on 
the 29th, it was perceived that the enemy 
had withdrawn the whole of his troops from 
the ground he occupied during the engage^ 
ment. 

An hour before sun-set the division halted 
within a league of Coimbra, and this morning 
the troops were again under arms before day- 
break. About 8 o'clock the guards in the 
rear of the column fprded the Mondego, 
and. went into quarters in the village of St 

o 
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Bfartinhn 4io Bispo: Stcong pic^tidks weie 
^rmed. to protect: tiie Ibrds dunng the 
night. 

A detaebment of, the gilardi jodnfed tltti> 
day from England, having cdme round bjr 
s^ from Ii»b<ni to Figuetras* 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 

The Combined Armj vetires tathe entt^obed Positioiv m the 
Pinielhde Casaes^ lOfh Novanhpr^ l^ltt. 

The mant£UVf^9o^ Marshal Massena, aftei*. 
the battle of Busaco, left the Comn^ander of 
tlie forces^ in i^.d(»jrbl of his inteojtion ta 
throw his whole army on the bi^ road, from 
Oporto, and tiie position being turned on the 
59th of September, by the enemy's move- 
ment to the rigbt, Lord Wellington, in pur* 
^uanoe of the defen$iy« system, on wbich ha 
^ bad hitbertQ acted? commenced his retreat to 
the fortified Knes in the neighbourhood of 
the capital. 

On the Ist of October, Sir Brent Spencer'g 
division moved out of their cantonmentg 
before^ day-break, and pa$«ipg tfaroi;^ the 
(owa of Pei^era and Sour^ bivauaced at dusk, 
in a vin^ard close Jto the latter. The roads' 
werecrouded with people flying from tiieir 
houses to the mountainf and sea co$u;t, the 
mtmasteries and numieries were deserted; 

o 2 
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numbers accompanied the march of the Bri-* 
tish troops, and the bank$ of, the Mondego 
were lined with distressed groupes, impa- 
tiently waiting to embark^ 

The advance of the enemy on this morn- 
ing, entered Coimbra, their cavalry having 
previously charged a troop of horse artillery, 
which retired withdut loss over the Mon- 
dego. 

October the 2nd, After a fatiguing march 
of 5 leagues, on a road piarallel with the one 
through Pbmbal, by which the main body of 
the army was retiring, the Is^t division halted 
on the banks of the llio Maganche, within 
arkague of Leyria, through wtiich the troops 
marched- next niorning, and bivpuaced in a 
woodj a league and a half beyond, near 
• Canvieza, until the 5th^ when the columns^ 
were agaiii in motion, ahd halted at the olose 
of day, near the village of Condieras. 

On* the 6th, through Riomayor to Alcoen-- 
tre, 4 leaigiies, and on the 7th, to Aldea\ 
Oallega, the same* distance. The army each* 
day in bivouac. 

Heavy rains set in bn the following' morn- 
ing, and the roads were in a dreadful state.' 
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The 1st divisioh passedi :^ through ► Sobr&l, 
about noon, and the battalions' wpre can- 
toned in the adjoining villages.. The guards 
at San Quintino, within a short distance of 
the works. 

The cavalry under Sir Stapleton Cotton, 
covered the retreat of the army, during the 
whole of the march from Busaco, and on 
several occasions, particularly at Xeyria, on 
the 5th instant proved its decided superiority 
over that of the enemy. 
- October the 9th, heavy rains. The troops 
remained in their quarters. The state of the 
roads necessarily retarded the enemy's ad- 
vance to the position* 

October the 10th, the whole division in 
SobraL The commander of the forces, and 
Marslial^eresford, arrived at San Quintino* 
Next day the troops marched from Sobral, 
at 2 in the afternoon, and remained until 
dusk, on the brow of a hill, in front of the 
grand batteries. Afterwards the guards 
moved into the village of Sobriera. Heavy 
rains, with thunder and lightning, but the 
enemy continued to advance, notwithstand- 
ing the severity of the weather. 
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October the 12th| nk quiet. The troop» 
were kept in readiness to torn out at a mo;^ 
meat's notice. , 

On the 13th, a strong column of the enemy 
was observed on the height, beyond Sobral** 
apparently nK>ving towards the left. The 
gun boatSr under the comoiand of Lieute- 
nant Berlodey, stationed in the Tagus^ 
abreast of Villa Franea, (^>ened a heavy fine 
this morning upon the town, in which there 
was a French forcfe of l^OO-men, who were^ 
driven out, with, considerable k>s9. General 
Lacroix was cut in two by a cannon shot* 

Working parties were employed in com- 
pleting the works on Sobriera Hill, and in 
mending the road to Bucellas. The high 
road to Mafra runs tiirough this village. 
All quiet during die nighL ^ 

About noon oa the 14lh, the enem}'^ 
opened a battery of four-pounders, from 
behind some casks, at the entrance of 
Spbral, upon the advance of tl^ 1st division^ 
consistfing of the 71st regiment, imder Colo-^ 
ael Cadogan» and part of Major-Generai 
GameaxNu's brigade. After a seve3:e conflict 
of an hour, the enemy's fire was discontimiedt 
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««wl e^ch party, carried off their \rouB(Ied. 
Ja this affair thp French lost JOQ men, Bri- 
tish," 4Q^ ip killed a«d woynded. A. few pri* 
spners were ta|cen, but np advantage gained 
'on either side. The picquets xemaiped 
at dusk within a short distance of Sohral, 
which was gccujpied by the enemy, whose 
force being increased towards the eyemng> 
by the ^rival of the 8th corps, and part of 
the 6th, Sir Brept Spencer, in the course of 
tbe .nights withdrew his advanced posts* 

At day-break the next morning, a recon- 
noitreing party of the CBemy was observed 
CO the heights, where M^or-General Cameh- 
roa's brigade was posted the day before. 
About 7 A. M. the light infantry of the 
guards, moved out of Cabedos, in which a 
company of the 60th was left. Several 
working parties etf^ployed in mining the 
Toad^ for explosion. T)^ report of Colonel 
Trant, having taken 500Q of the eiieipiy^'^ 
sick and wounded, in Coimbra, has reached 
the French army, and creatse a considerable 
sensatioft among the troops, whom the offi- 
cers ar^ endeavQuriqg to persuade |:hat the 
news is unfounded. 
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Afiissfe'na; attended by a large sfeiflf, was dis-^ 
tinctly seen reconnoitreing yesterday, for 
a doilsiderable time. His army is in 3 divi- 
sions, and the right does not appear to be 
advanced beyond Sobral, his left, extended to 
the Tagus. The road to Torres Vedras, is 
rendered nearly impassable, by the rains, 
which still continue, although not so violent 
as during the last week. It is generally be- 
lieved that the French are in a very awk- 
ward predicament, in consequence of their 
rapid advance. Massena has met with an 
opposition he certainly did not expect, and 
his diffiailties are hourly increasing, froni the 
want of provisions. 

At 5 P. M. the guards moved out of So- 
Ibriera to Portella d6 Casaes, to make room 
for Major-General Sir W. Erskine's bri- 
gade. 

The following is the disposition of the 
combined army :-*- 

; 2d division — 

Hill's, the right resting at Alhandra, 
on the Tagus J and flariked by gun- 
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boats. The brigades of Geneiails 
Lumley and Hoghton, at Bucellas. 

Light division, Crawford's, ") , 
' fcfu j-^4. T -xu* > under canvas. 

5th ditto, Leiths 3 

1st division — 

Sir B. Spencer, centre and left. 
The General's head-quarters in So* 
briera. 

Sd division — 

Picton^s, Torres Vedras. 

4th division — 

Cole's, Dias Portas. 

6th division — 

A. Campbeirs, Ribaldiera. 

Cavalry. — Head-quarters of Sir S. Cott6n, 
atMafra. 

'!rhe Portuguese brigades in the batteries, 
and intermixed with the British Brigadeir- 
General Pack commands in the fort, on the 
most elevated point, and in the centre of 
the intrenched line. From this spot, which 
is immediately above the village of Portella 
de Casaes, there is a most beautiful and exten- 
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site view ; ^toinpriebendiDg on the right, the 
rich valley of the Tagus^ and across that 
liver into the province of j^tentejo, and on 
the left> to the Atlantic, including the whole 
of the positions, the hill of Cintra, and the 
Burlings — ^with the fortress of Peniche* 

October I6th;> all quiet — the sick sent 
daily to Lisbon^ Working parties employed 
On the works^ and in repairing some roads> 
and blocking up others. Comihimtcations 
to the Commander of the forcep, sent by the 
telegraphs on the hills, under the. command 
of naval officers, and signals for the several 
brigades to march to their respective alarm 
posts, directed to be made on the finsft ap-^ 
pearance of a forward movement by the 
enemy* • 

On the 19th, the Marquis of J^om/ai^fi, 
crossed the TagUs below Villa Franca, with 
the 1st division of the Spanish anny, /under 
General O'Donnell. 

The principal part of the French iwCantiy 
iiave hutted in a pine wood, about a league 
in rear of Sobral, which they continue to 
occupy, 71ie enemy has no ,troops to the 
right of that town, therefore it is supposed 
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that tbe attack when made \fith a vi$W of 
pet^trating ta Lisbon, wiJl be either by thti 
high road, leading ftom Sobral, to that city, 
or l^ the road on the bank of the Tagus, 
which in addition to the troops and batteries 
in that part of the line ii^ flanked by the gun- 
boats, under Lieutenant Berkeley, who has 
already driven him out of Villa Franca. Mas- 
sena seems at no time to have entertained the 
idea of forcing his way to the capital, by the 
load on the sea side, froro Torres VedraSy 
^rous:b Mafra and Cintra. 

October the 28th,. the heavy rains hare 
been succeeded for the Iset- weeky by finetlry 
healthy weather, the mornings cold* De-^ 
serters continue to arrive, lyho affirm that 
the enemy's baggage is sent to the rear, dud 
that a considerable force, under Loison, has 
alw^ady fallen back upon Thomar, doubtless 
with a view of collecting provisions, of wTiich 
particularly bread, the troops are in great 
want. The accounts of deserters, however, 
are always to be received with extreme jea- 
lousy and caution. 

Brigadier-General Blunt has sent out par- 
ties from Penich6, whp are constantly ha- 
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rassiiig the enemys right ; several skiraiisihea 
have taken place near Obidos, where there 
is a small Portuguese garrison command^ 
by Captain Fen wick, 

Major-General Fane, has crossed the Ta- 
gus, with a division of cavalry and infantry 
to prevent the enemy foraging in the 
Alentejo, 

. The enemy's force on his left seems to haye 
rather increased. Massena . was observed 
making a reconnoissance yesterday. 

November the 7l^I^> Marshal Beresford 
was invested with the Insignia of the Bath 
in the royal palace of Mafra, on which 
occasion the Commander of the British 
forces gave a splendid entertainment to the 
oJ£cers of the army and to the Portuguese 
nobility. 

The enemy remains in statu guo, and no- 
thing of importance has lately taken place. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

^.e treat of the.Frendb.— ^The British in pursuity. arrive .befotQ 
Santarem, ivbere . General E. Crawford is left to \v^tch tht 
Enemy, &c, ' ' 

' Cartaxo, November 25, liBlO: 

At day-light, on tlie 15th instant, it was 
pJerceived that the enemy's piquets were 
withdrawn, and soon afterwards that^ he 
had quitted Sobral, and was in full retreat 
on the road to Santarem. At midnight the' 
troops received orders to march. At day- 
break the bri^de' of guards moved off, pass- 
iTig through Sobral, and at 2 P.M. arrived 
in Alemquer, where Massena's head-quarters 
bad been for some tin^e;— The day remiavk-' 
ably foggy.— The French had pkced fire 
beacons on every height.— Alemquer is beau-^ 
tifully situated in a valley, watered by a small 
river. Here^ is a very large paper manii-^ 
factory, the only onfe in the kingdom. 

The whole place exhibited the usual"^ 
marks of its having been possessed by the 
enemy; every house being left in a most dirty 
state. Nothing escaped the unpitying hand 
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of the French ; the furmture in many hoases 
was destroyed, although it appeared that 
they had gone off without much previous 
notice. The churches were not spared by 
the enemy; on the contrary, every thing 
appertaining to religion seemed marked for 
particular destruction. The deserted /nun- 
nery was completely ransacked. 

November the 17th, the 1st division halted 
in Alemquer, where head*quarters also re-^ 
mained. Next morning the troops were 
yndar arms before day-break, and ^passing; 
through Carregada, Villa Nova, and Azam- 
bujo, arrived about 4 P.M- in the town of 
Cartaxo, which the enemy bad pillaged. 
lieutenant-General Hill crossed the Tagus, 
at Valada^ on his route towards Abrantes. 
. ^Previous to the march it. was said that the 
enemy's rear guard had evacuated Santarem ; 
but this information proving incorrect, the 
Commander of the forces reconnoitred the 
position which the French had takea up, 
and determined to attack them on the follow- 
ing morning. 

November the 19th, the division, left in 
front, murched from Cartaxo at day-break. 
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and ait 8 o^dock halted on a plain to alleir 
^3!t rear of the colunm to close up ; after 
which the troops proceeded on the road to 
Santarein, which they arrived in sight of 
about 9 o'clock. . General Anson's brigade 
of cavalry was detached on the Riomayor 
road} several corps of British and Portu- 
guese infkntry were also moving upon the 
^i^niy's right. 

The plan of attack bad been already com- 
mnnicated to the general officers. The light 
division was to advance along the marshy plain 
which extendi to the Tagus on the right; 
Sir William Erikine's brigade was to engage 
l^e enemy's attention on the left ; whilst the 
bsigade of guards, preceded by the light 
compames^ and supported by Major-Geheral 
Cameron's Highland brigade^ pushed across 
the bridge and narrow causeway to storm the 
lower range of betghts, on which the French 
y^ete discovered in considerable force. This 
part of the attack must inevitably have 
been attended with loss ; the bridge over 
the Riomayor and causeway being com- 
pletely comiAanded by the enemy^s ar- 
jtiileryt abbattis constructed, and other im-* 
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pediments thrown in the way of.tlie British* 
Every exertion had been made. to render.thei 
position: tenable> and . .certainly . the . whoIe\ 
presented a most . formidable aspect. , Besides* 
these apparent obstacles to an attack^ it was. 
supposed that the causeway, was mined for^ 
explosion-— Admitting* however, that these, 
difficulties had been, overcome by tha.valoui? 
and perseverance of the troops,, it is doubtfuL 
whether the British coiild have nmintained 
their ground on the lower ridge, exposed tO: 
a;.beayy cannonade from Santarem and the. 
adjoining range of heights,, to which! ther 
ascent was extremely difficult, of approach,! 
the road leading over, anotlrer causeway skni-.: 
larly commanded . as the first by the guns of! 
the enemy. During the whole, of this: day,, 
the Commander of the. forces coji tinned his- 
reconnoissance^ and in, the. evening the troopi* : 
went into quarters, the guards: in the.viUagel 
qf Valle, leaving strong piquets, to secure, the 
front; the advanced sentry was* posted oa^ 
the bridge, about , 150. yards fi»m those of. 
the French, whose piquet was. stationed oA/ 
the opposite bank. 
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Before day-break on the ^Oth, the brigades 
iisse^bled at their respective alarm-points, 
ind remained under arms until dusk. At 
11 A. M; the light division and a squadron 
pf the royar dragoons advanced along the 
l6w m&rshy plain towards the enemy's left, 
and commenced firing on his out-posts ; but 
the ground was so unfavourable that Briga- 
dier-General Crawford soon retired, in which 
movemertt he was not molested by the 
enemy. — ^The rain of the preceding night had 
completely inurldated the plain, and swelled 
the river, over which a bridge of trees was 
thro«rn, about half a miie'below the one 
communicating with the causeway. 

Head-quarters in Cartaxo, where General 
Leith's division and the King's German legion 
are also <2antoned. 

- General Hill's division was ' observed this 
morning on march, oh the south bank of the 
Tagus. 

- November the !22d, about 2 P. M. the 
troops X were ordered under arms, and the 
baggage sent off to the rear of Cartaxo, in 
consequ(2ihce of\the enemy making a move- 
ment on the left. General Pack's brigade of 
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l^ortugueai^ infftpliy^ wh^jcb had a^Iy^^n^^ 
tow^cU hk right, was obliged to retire olb^H 
some skinnishiog, tih^e wfeoJe <>f tfee. 9^ 
corps, Juuot's, being 4raifn Qut lor the pufir 
pose of m^kijig a recqnnffifMnce, which haying 
completed, the French returned to S^^itftr^ns^, 
The 2d corp9 d' armpe is alsp said to bC: m 
that town ; and Marshal Ney wHh the Gtby 
betwixt Thomar and the Zezerc. 

On the 23d Sir ]&rent Spencer witiWres? 
the guards and: Qenera} Cameron^s brigade 
into Cartaxo, wheife hjeadrquarters renaaii}^* 
The light divisioo continues, advanced i» fronts 
supported by a brigade of cavaJsy, pbseifviog 
the enemy,; General ^icton's diyisiOn^ » ai 
Torres Vedras ; General A. CwnpbelTis^ at 
Alemquer ; General Cole'ft at Axambujo ; 
and General Leith's upon the left at Alco^ 
entre, &c* . The 2d diTisioa Lieutenant- 
General HilFs, and Mjyojr-Genecal Fane's 
division of cavalry remain on the left biank 
of the Tagus. Sir Wiljiam Erskinc cem- 
mands the advance. 

It was for a day or twa supposed that 
Massena intended to withdraw his army 
&om Portugal ; but it would now appear this^ 
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Mras never in his contemplation, his sole 
object being to pla^e his troops in good 
winter quarters,, until the arrival of the ex- 
pected reinforcements from France, which 
^^ Son Altesse d'Essling"' has been enabled 
to accomplish, hy the possession of Santarem, 
the, strongest place on either bank of the 
Tagus. 

Masseim was easily enabled to mask his 
moveraent to the rear, as bis troops were 
>€onstafitly m motion on the road betwixt 
the position and l^antarem. Having gradu- 
ally withdrawn the laaain body, his piquets 
were called in without any previous notice, 
^er dusk on the 14th ; and as no deserters 
<5ame over oa that night, his retreat was not 
^scoVered uatil day-light next morning* 
The light tfwision immediately advanced in 
pursuit, but some delay took place* in respect 
to the cavalry, who were never enabled to 
bring the enemy's rear guard t<!> action ; con*- 
sequently few jwisoners were made; 
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LETTER XL. 

The French after retiring from before the fortified position m me 
vicinity of the Capital, are cantoned during the Winter Montba 
in Santarem, Thomar, &c. — Death of the Marquis of Romana.-^ 
Sketch of his Character, kc» 

Cattaxo,, 20^A February, 1811. 

The enemy continues to maintain himself 
in the stfong position of Santar^m, aod the 
.three corps of the army under the immediate 
command of Mas^ena, are cantoned ia 
Thomar, Torres Novas, and the , other 
, towns and villages in the fertile x district 
betwixt Santareto-and the Zezere^ over 
which river he ha#i, thrown a bridge,, and 
<:ollected a number of boats with the inten- 
tion, it is supposed, of transporting his 
army across the T^us, into the province of 
Alentejo. He has also .cpnstructed a battery 
on the rising ground, above the town of 
Punhete, and his guns command the navi- 
gation of both rivers. Notwithstanding these 
advantages, however, the combined force 
under Marshal Sir W- C- Beresford, judi- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



21? 

ciously posted on the left bank of the Tagusi 
is considered sufficiently formidable to op- 
pose the passage of the enemy with ievery 
probability of success. 

The 'French troops have hitherto drawn 
thfc Whole of their supplies from this district, 
and it is' known that the. resources of the 
dountty- are in consequence nearly ex- 
hausted. ^ The enfemy's excursions in quest 
of provisions and forage for his cavalry are 
always made to the rear, and extremely con- 
fined, owing to the vigilance of the orde- 
nenza^ who lose no opportunity of cutting off 
stragglers, and continually carry on a most 
harassing and destrtictiv^ warfare. 
/Gfeneral Gardanne-s division which had 
arrivied \dthin a short distance of the Zezere,' 
about the end of November, became alarmed 
on the* appearance of a small reconnoitreing 
party from the garrison of Abrantes, which 
made some prisoners, and retired in great 
confusion towards the frontier, followed by 
the ordenenza, -who annoyed them consider- 
ably during their retreat, and captured a ^ 
quantity of baggage. This division subse- 
quently formed a junction with the 9th 
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corps^ cororaaaded by 'General X>r^uet^ two 
divisions of which t^kiag; the rauie of the 
Foftte de JViarcella^ amved at Xie3nria m 
December, where this General has esta-* 
blished his headquarters; having opened 
his communication with the main body of 
the invading army, by a chain of posts ex- 
tending across the country to Perns, where, 
the enemy has thrown ^^ some field worki.^ 
General Claparede occupies Guarda, with. 
another division, bavii^ his advanee in Bd^ 
monte ; and the remaining battalions of the 
9th corps form the gaarrisoas of Almd^da, 
Ciudad Eodrigo, and Salamanca^ 

Colonel Downie> who arrived £rom £og« 
lan4 with dispatcher on the 9th of December, 
proceeded afterwards to Badajos, having re»- 
cpived permission from theSpaoish gDieroi- 
went to raise a legion of 300Q Biea in the 
province of Estremadnra. 

An Aid-de^Camp of Maisewii's has been 
taken pdswj^r, disguised as a peasant. On 
his person was found » letter addressed to 
the iitst French G^eneral comiiiaodihg a dir 
visioQ with whonn he emld meet^ Awaise 
t)iat th« cifeuQistaocfis, under .which he was 
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iakien will affect his life, agreeably to the 
usages of war^ it is not improbable but that 
thus iittuated^ he may have given Lbrd Wel- 
lington some infoTitaatioh of importance^ 
which of coursbis hot suffered to transpire. 

Dei^irters are cbntinually coming in, who 
report that the enemy is destitute of brfead, 
and the troopii havd neithei? wine nor spirits. 
These articles are absolutely requiisitCi and 
eittenti^l to the health b( the army^ at such 
a season of the yeir, and in a climate like 
thit. The stotemerit of deselrtars however^ 
miBt always be received with some degree of 
distrust; but the presefit accounts are cor- 
roboiated by the inhabitants of Thomar and 
Tor/e^ NdvsA^ who had' generdlly remained 
in theii* habitations on the arrival bf the 
French^ and have liow quitted thbin in i 
starving condition. 

The enefliy iflbVed a eottsidefible fdtte bf 
Infdhtry and cavalry towards the leit, and 
drove the British piquets through thfe tbWii 
tit Rio Mayor oh the 19th uUiteo. Wha|^ 
ever wafe their object on this oCfcasioh^ they 
tdtiii iftfer retired. GfcfteralJiififttj whb com- 
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manded tlie troops, was woiinded in the £sice 
by a ball from a rifle. ^ i / 

Don Julien Sanchez, whdse activity is 
unremitting, has had the address to capture 
a large convoy of bisciiit^ < which was des- 
tined for the army of Portugal near Ciudad 
Rodrigo. ! . . 

The engineers have latterly been employed 
in throwing up works betwixt Trafraria and 
Almada^ on the isouth. bank ' of the Tagus j 
and a canal has' also, been, cut across the 
neck of land to Setuval.— These operations 
will completely insure the safety of the nu- 
merous shipping in the river. . ; 

On the 23d of January the cause of the 
peninsula sustained an irreparable loss in the 
lamented death of the Marquis de la Rbmana. 
He. had been indisposed for some days pre* 
viously with spasms in his chest, but finding 
himself much better op that morning, he 
dressed, with the intention of. paying a. visit 
to Lord Wellington, when a sudden return 
of his complaiiit rendered it necessary to send 
for medical assistance, which proved unavail-^ 
ing, ihe attack being of so violent a nature 
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as to terminate in the short space of half an 
hour, his valuable existence. 

The death of such a man at any time» 
must have been considered as a national 
calamity ; at the present moment it is matter 
of deep regret, that his country should have 
been deprived of a character, from his talents 
and patriotism, so truly estimable* 

The Marquis was educated in France, and' 
spoke the language with the fluency of a 
native; he had resided there at different 
periods, and formed many friendships, feut 
all personal considerations gave place to the 
sacred love of his country, which with him 
was an innate principle that glowed in his- 
bosom, and formed a distinguished feature 
in bis lioble character. It was this Amor 
patrice that taught him constantly to depre- 
cate the ascendancy which France so long 
maintained over the feeble councils of the 
Spanish monarchy. 

. Buonaparte must^ be supposed to have pos- 
sessed some knowledge of Romana's senti- 
ments being inimical to his views, and con- 
sequently dreading the influence' of his 
example upon the conduct and minds of his 
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countrymen, he pmctised that fineztel whieh^ 
for a time> removed the Marquis a)id b» 
brave associates far from their native kuid. 
In this isolated situation, neither his patriot-^ 
ism nor his firmness for a moment fdi8«ok 
him ; tlie resources of his ihind became 
gradually unfolded, as occasions called, them 
forth3 and his unceasing efforts, aided by 
Great Britain, at length restored him and his 
companions to the service of their twrnXxy. 
From the period of his return, the Marquis 
continually exerted himiself iii the iC&l»nefc 
and in the field, to frustrate the designs of 
the usurper. No motives of private adibition 
governed his actions ; the independence of 
Spain was the sole object of his cares, and 
most truly, most justly tf as hb zealous cbiH- 
duct and unshaken loyalty appreciated by $r 
grateful and admiring people. 

At all times afiableand easy of access*, the 
Marquis of Romana possessed the mild con- 
ciliating manners of a perfect gentleman. 
With the courtly peculiar to his disposition^ 
he listened to every olie, and his excellent 
judgnfient, unfettered by prdjudiee, enabled 
lum to estimate »nd decide with promptitude^ 
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on. tihose mdasures which were 6«il>mitt«d to 
^16 eomideFOtidn. The xnitid of thh iUxit^ 
tfikms patriot ifirw^ md^i mort etear ind 
^ompvdidmive ; and it is^ certain^ th»fc he 
possessed more talents it^r foimoess than tber 
fiMAilgemeoC of an Army, to nrhkfa^ his 
genius was not so wdl suited; altkxagb, aft 
WBL early period of life» he had iidopted the 
SiiUlaij pvofettioA and attttined consideuabla 
Tank. 

The leiliains of tlte ftoble Marquis vrctt 
conveyed to Vallada on the moraiog of the 
96th, wilh suitable honMS. 

The procession, kd by the grenadiers of 
Major-General NightingalFs brigade, with 
arms reversed, moved at a slow pace through 
the town of Cartaxo ; the band of the 79th 
raiment playing the mournful, yet beautiful 
and appropriate air *' To the land of the 
Leal." 

Next followed a ^uadron of cavalry, and 
a few paces in their rear came the body in a 
car drawn by 6 horses. On the co£Sd, which 
was covered with crimson velvet, were placed 
the hat arid sword of the late Marquis. 
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At a short distance from the car Lord 
Wellington and Sir Brent Spencer with their 
Aides-de-Camp) and a num)>er of Offioew 
attended to pay the last tribute of respect to 
the illustrious deceased. 
. On their arrival at Vallada, the body wsis 
put into a barge commanded by ^ Lieutenant 
of the navy and conveyed to Lisbon^ where 
a vault was prepared for its reception, until 
an opportunity shall offer of removing it ta 
Majorca, in which island, the principal estates 
of the Marqnis are situated ; and his family^' 
consisting of the Marchioness, a soii, and 
daughter, at present reside. 
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LETTER XLL 

Refmt of Massena from Santarem, and advance of the British.—* 
Operationt during the Pursait; which is 'continued until, tfa^ 
' irhole of tfae.Anny of Portugal, cross the Agueda, leaving Al- 
meida to its fate.— French barbarity. ^ 

. Aimamia, Spmn, IMA April, 1811. 

, Intelligencb having reached the British 
l^ead^quarters in the. beginning of March, 
that the: enemy had been for some. days em- 
ployed in/saiding his heavy artillery and 
ba^age,.with the.s^cjc^ to the rear,. it became 
evident that the French Commander in Chief 
had some important movement in contem- 
plation. On the 4th a large convent in San- 
tarem was perceived on fire ; git dusk on the: 
following , days the er^my withdrew his pic- 
quets, and the. whole of the remaining force 
evacuated the town about midnight. 
. On the itiornitig of the 5th of March, 
General Picton's division moved forward, the: 
enemy having withdrawn his troops from 
the vicinity of Rio Mistyor. 
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Soon after day-break on the 6th the light 
division entered Santarem, and, in the course 
of that day, the Ist; 4th, a»dr 6th divisions 
of infantry arrived in the town. The enemy 
during his stay, had omitted no m^QS p|f 
improving hi^ position, whichj,, in coore- 
)fUQiice> was found reii»rkaU3r stttrng. It 
appears that there were never more than 5 or 
6 regiments in Santarem^ and those very 
sickly, which agrees with the accounts uni- 
formly received from prisoners and deserters^ 
The light divisicm arriv^ed abotit noon aH 
Pernifi, which the rear^guard of the Fireheb 
quitted before daylight, harii^ effectually 
de&troyed the 2 arches of the bridge. Thes^v 
howccveir, were spedily repaired by the stta.^ '^ 
coFps for the passage of in&ntry. 

Qu the 7th the troops were under arms at 

^ani early hour,, when the guards and King's^ 

German legion marcbed to Pdrnis, the' 4tfai 

and 6tlL divisions to Golegao. Head^uar^ 

ters on this day, at Torres Novasv 

Pfernis, where Junot had been stationed 
foe some weeks, is situated in a fertife* valley, 
watered by the Aveila in its course to the* 
Tagus. About 200 yards above the bridge. 
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Ihe river, tumblio^ over broken rocks, farm^ 
^ grand and romaaaitic cascade, the banks 
being entreinely confined and fringed with 
mroodf through which the stream isi seen 
rushing, add to the beauty of the surroundn 
ing objects, A ruined mill, covered with 
ivj, and some old honaes overhanging the 
river, contiguous to the fall, contribute fuF^ 
ther to enrich the scenery, which isr in the 
higJiest degree picturesque. Under a pro^ 
jectipn oi the cliff lay the mutilatted remains 
of a Frenchman, who, having straggled from 
his party, had been put to death by the 
peasantry. . 

There were few inhabitants in Pemis, and 
those in great distr^s for want of subsistence^ 
the French having on their arrival^ seized on 
every aiticle of provision, for their own uscy 
* regardless of the misery this occasioned to 
the wretched Portuguese. 

On the 8th the artillery of the list division 
crossed the river at the ford a little below the 
bridge, and were parked on the opposite 
ibeights ; the troops remained in their quar^ 
ters, ready to move at a moment's notice. 
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■< March the 9th/ the main body of the^ 
French under Massena have taken the Coin^ 
bra. road. .Greneral Regnier, with the 2d 
corps> is. marching towards JSspinhel, and 
Loison's division by Anciao. 

About 10 o'clock the guards and King's 
German legion marched, from Pernis, and at 
a P* M. reached Torres Novas^ for some 
time Massena's head-quarters. At 5 the 
brigade was again in motion^ and in 4 hours 
the 3d regiment halted in the village of 
Sudes, where there . were few inhabitants^ 
Roads very bad. The guns in consequence 
took a circuitous route to the right through 
Atalaya. 

On the 10th the 3d regiment advanced to 
Pyalvo, where the Coldstream had been can- 
toned the preceding night. The brigade then 
proceeded on march, and about noon came 
up with the rear of the 4th division on the 
road from Thomar to Leyria. General C>ole 
had been ordered across the Tagijs to rein- 
force Marshal Beresford, but was , recalled, 
on Massena*s movement being distinctly 
ascertained. In the afternoon heavy showers 
of rain. About 4 P. M. halted near the 
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misemble village of Caf bairas.^ Colonel D^ 
Grey's brigade of cavalryi the King's Ger* 
man legion^ and 4th division on the same 
grounds The whole of the troops in bivouac^ 
Before dusk Major-General Hoghton's corps 
from the 2d division reached the canip^ 

At day-break on the 11th of March, the 
troops were in moti&n^ and proceeded left in 
front on the road to Pombal ; the 6th 
division joined the column, the head of which, 
after a long and fatiguing march, arrived 
iiiear the town at dusk. Pombiail had been 
set Q» fire by the enemy, who failed in his 
attempt to hold the ancient castle, and was 
driven out by the light division. About 9 
P- M. the enemy's fires in front of the town 
were observed going out ; but a considerable 
force remained in bivduac, at the distance of 
a league* 

The wholfc of thfe army, was collected near 
Pombal in the course of this evening* 

Next morning, (the 12th) the British 
columns advanced along the road to Con- 
deiKa, part of the troops fording the river^ 
white the rest moved over the bridge and 
through the town, in pursuit of the enemy, 

Q 
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whose reiar giiard, commanded this day by 
* Marshal Ney, vas brought to action in front 
of the village of Redinha, their right on the 
Sour6 river screened by a wood; from 
whence, after a gallant stand, they were dis- 
lodged by Sir Brent Spencer, with the 3dj 
4th, and light divisions!, aftd the troops jfol- 
lowing the enemy briskly across the narrow 
bridge over the Redinha river drove him 
upon the main body at Condeixa. During 
this operation, the remaining divi5^ions were 
in reserve. The army bivouaced for the night 
close to Redinha. The 6th division under 
General A. Campbell made a lateral move- 
inent this morning upon the enemy's right 
by way of Soure. 

On the 13th the allied army was again in 
motion at day-break. The main body with 
the artillery marched upon the high road,- 
while General Picton advanced along the 
heights c^n the right, with some mountain 
guns. Soon after mid-day the columns 
closed up and bivouaced within a league of 
Condeixa, which was observed on fire. The 
light division was, for a short time, partially 
engaged with the enemy's rear. 
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March the l4th the troops moved off their 
ground about 7 o'clock, and advanced 
towards Condeixa. In several places the 
enemy had constructed al^attis to retard the 
pursuit : these obstacles, however, were • 
soon overcome, and the columns; with the 
exception of Majbr-General Picton's division 
which moved along the heights and manoeu- 
vred upon the enemy's left, passed through 
the once beautiful, but now ruined town of 
Condeixa. Meanwhile, the light division, 
supported by the 6th, was warmly engaged 
with the enemy, whose sharp-shooters, ad- 
vantageously posted behind stone walls, took 
a, deliberate aim ujpon the advance of the ' 
British. This irregular warfare continued 
for some hours ; after which, the enemy 
retired to a hill, 1 league in front of Miranda 
de Corvo, in consequence of the movements ' 
made on his flanks by General Picton arid 
the light division under Sir William Erskine. 
From a height on which the light division- 
bivouaced, the French were observed in con- 
siderable force. Regnier, who had taken 
the Espinhel road, followed by Major-Gene- 
ral Nightingall, effected a junction this day 

Q 2. ' 
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with th^ msm l>o4y nn^r the Prince of 
I)^UQg, whosf vhole 9,Tmy wa9 n9w a^embUd 
in ohq solid n)^> 

|a the CQuir^? of tbe morning sevcrail 
0|&C9i^ v^F^ wounded* Majoi^ Stewart oC 
iki> 93lh, Caj^ain Napier of the 434, and 
Captaift Oeorge T. Napier of the 53d. 
M^r J^api^r f^ the 3>0th who had heeQc 
sf v^rely wQuoded ig. the battle of Coranna, 
vii9i^ «e9,t ^ tp hi» brothers, vrhcn a mQ»t 
a^fi^ing sceiie. took place. 

March the l^th.^-The morning was ex- 
tcf^ely lQggjr» which proved favourable ta 
t]f0 m^mSh whose movements were thereby 
<^rai<;e^d. AbQut 9 the day cleared up,, 
pil^^iawi tf> which, tj^e light; division under 
Sif W»lliaiiPPkErskine> ^, (Picton's) and 6th, 
(A, Qawpbell'^) aidvanced in pursuit. Some 
diR^%9^ ^9fim in?, who said that; the French 
Tfer* <il(^royiftg their artillery and burning a, 
qWWAi^ Qf amiPunitiQn. At 11, the 1st 
div^biQw mayclfed, and about 3 P. M. passed 
Ihrwglj; tfce swoting r«in$ of Miranda de 
QofVcQ. The roads throughout were strewed. 
utitfei a^Uaal?, destroyed carriages and bagr. 
g^Hg!^, ;^d suml^eri of dead and wouod^d 
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Frenelimen. At 5, the light division ahd 
Majdr-Oeneral l*icton's, isapported by this 
1st and 6th divisiofiS add & brigades of ca- 
valry, brought the! ehemy*s iedt t6 ifctioil 
near the village of FOy d'Arouce. The flfirig 
continued until dusk, Mrhen the Ftench 
retreated in eohfusion tihci With considetable . 
ioss across the Ceita I'ivei', in Which, tndhy 
were drowhed. 

On the l6th of March at 4 A. M. the 
0iemy blew up th6 bridge over th^ Qelta, 
Ij^eeping a forc^ on the opposite fedflk to 
watch the fofds. This day the aftnj halted 
for supplies, which there was found some 
difficulty in bringing forward 5 the toads at 
all times hadj having been touch cut up by 
the late heavy faitts. General Cole and Co- 
lonel de Grey have proceeded to join Marshal 
Beresford in the Alentejo. 
• On the 17th of March the enemy's reat- 
guard moved off during the flight, and at 
day-break the advance Of the British forded 
the river near the bridge. I^ooh after the 
1st division crossed at a ford, about a mile 
above, upon which the enemy had brottgh< 
jtwo guns to bear on the preceding day. 
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On the 18th of March the army advanced 
towards the Ponte de .Marcella, over which 
the whole of the enemy had now retired and 
destroyed the bridge, leaving a strong corps 
to observe the ford. About 2 P. M, the 
ist division halted near the village of Pom- 
beiro, where Lord Wellington fixed his head- 
quarters. The enemy was posted in force, 
on the right bank of the Alva. During the, 
whole of this retreat, the French made their 
marches by night, putting their troops iu^ 
motion a few hours after dusk. 

The 19th of March. — This morning thick, 
and foggy; in consequence, the troops re- 
mained in their huts until noon, when the 
fog dispersed. The 3d division marched to 
Arganil ; about 5, the guards at the bead of 
the 1st division arrived on the bank of the 
Alva, which they forded mid-deep: night 
coming on, the 5th division Jialted on the 
left bank. There was some difficulty in 
getting the artillery across, 

A number of prisoners were made on this 
day,, having been sent out for the purpose of 
collecting provisions in the neighbouring . 
villages; and from this circumstance, it i« 
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believed to have been Massena's intention to 
have halted on the right bank of the Alva . 
to refresh his army, had he not found him-^ 
self so closely pursued. . The troops bivouactd 
in the position of Moita, where they remained 
waiting for their supplies until noon on the 
25th, when the column proceeded on the 
road to Celenco. At dusk thq 1st division 
halted near the village of Gahzes. The 5th 
division, Major-General Dunlop^s, iU the 
rear, within a short distance^ 

At day-break on the 26th, the British ad- 
vanced 4 leagues, and about dusk the guards 
went into quarters at St. Martinho and St.. 
Marinha; Major-General Howard's at St. 
Romao ; General Nightingall's at Gea, and 
the King's German legion at Penhanpos. 
Artillery •at the Quinta de Beca, which, with 
the palace at Cea, had been burnt to the 
grouixd. Head-quartei-s in Gouvea, 3d divi- 
sion. General Picton's, at Linhares. ,The 
advance at Celerico, in which the * enemy 
have destroyed a few houses. 

On the 27th, halted. 

On the 28th the division fkdyanced towards: 
Celerico, the guards were cantqned this daj 
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in Mello ; General Howard's io Sampayo^ the 
King^s Oerman legion in Gouvea^ General 
Nightingairs in Villa Cortes and Cortif o. 
Head-*quarters in Celerico. Massena oecu*- 
pied Guarda with a considerable force ; indeed 
the numbers of the retreating army are com- 
puted at nearly 5O,0OO« 

On the 29th the division niajpcbed to Cele-- 
rico, and about aun-^set the troops were 
quartered in the town and the neighbouring 
villages of Chesu^ Lagiosa^ Yal de Siei;ras» 
Frontilhera, &c^.« The artillery at Barafal. 
The pu-incipal aicb of the bri^e over tho 
Mondego, had been destroyed^ but was now 
repaired for the passage of the allied army. 

Massena left Guarda this morning with one 
corps of his army and part of another^ on 
the appearance of the British columns^ Ge^ 
neral Picton^ with the 3d diviaion^ ntoved 
across the Sierra d'Estrella^ upcm the enemy's 
left, by. the mountain traek from. Manteigas ;. 
t^ light division advanced upon the right 
from Fraxedas, while General Alexander 
Campbell marched vtfea the high road 
through the valley of the Mondkgo^ and as- 
c^iMied the hilk of (iuarila i» ifont of the 
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city, ^^his movement was so skilfully c(>m-« 
bined, that the beads of the several columns 
made their appearance on the heights of 
Guarda nearly at the same moment^ and the 
celerity and precision of their manoeuvres so 
intimidated the enemy, that without firing a 
gun, he immediately commenced his retreat 
towards the Coa, in the direction of SabngaU 
pursued by the cavalry and light troops, who 
skirmished with the rear-guard and made 
about 300 prisoners. 

As the French retired, the peasantry came 
with theit implements of husbandry from 
their hiding places^ and commenced theit 
labours ; in mfany places the vines were al- 
ready trimmed^ and the industrioBS farmer, 
busied in his fields, seemed anxious to repair 
the loss of time^, and the devastation conu 
mitted by the enemy • 

March the 90th tlie division baited : on 
the following morning the guards marched 
5 Ic^jgwes to Fraxedas ; the artillery and the 
King's German legion halted in Alver^^a, 
which during the sieges of Ciudatd Rodrigo 
and Almeida, had been Lord Wellington's 
headf-qinaners ; the route was through Ccle* 
rico and Bara^al. 
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April the 1st the troops remained in their 
cantonments. At Fraxedas the einemy, in 
addition to their usual atrocities, violated 
the repose of the dead, by opening the 
graves in the church, which was in ruins, 
in hopes of finding valuables buried in the 
cofiins. 

April 2d. The army advanced towards 
the £Ioa, and the brigades of the 1st division . 
were cantoned at night-fall^ in villages about a 
league from the river. 

April Sd. Soon after day-break, the army 
moved forward to attack the enemy in - 
SabUgal, where General Regnier remained 
with the 2rf corps cVarmee. About mid-day 
the action commenced by a brisk cannonade^ 
and the enemy being compelled to evacuate 
the town, drew up on an adjoining height, 
from whence they were dislodged by the light 
division in a i^ost gallant manner, before the 
other troops could come into action. General 
Picton advanced §1 miles in front of the 
town, to the ground on whicli part of the 
enemy had 6ii70wa<:ed. The attack being entirely 
unexpec^tedj their tents were left. standing, ancj 
were taken possession of with a considei:a^blQ 
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quantity of baggage, the • greater part of 
.which, /ell into the hands of the light division, 
whose. conduct on this day, obtained the ;ap-» 
probation and thanks of Lord . WelHligtpn^ 
{and tlie:adrtiiration of the whole army* 

The light division wa^ quartered this 
.evening in Sabugal, a^id the principal. part of 
the army got under cover in the adjoining 
villages, although some of the troops vrere 
necessarily obHged to bivouac- — Heavy rain 
during the greater part of the day.— Head- 
quarters at the Quinta of Gonsalvo Martinez, 
in the Vale of Monrisco, from whence they 
moved next day into Sabugal. The guards 
were cantoned in the ruined village of St. 
Antonio, where they remained until the 
morning of the oth, when the whole of the 
troops were again in motion. The guards, 
and Major-General Howard's brigade for^ded 
the Coa, a mile and a half above Sabugal. 
This little town, which is on the Spanish side 
of the river, is of great antiquity, and sur- 
rounded with a wall. The handiRome Moorish 
tower is still in great preservation. 

At noon, the 7th division passed through 
the column which then proceeded to Nav6, 
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in vrhich town, the guards and Majbr* 
General Howard's brigade, halted for the 
night. 

April 6th. The troops were in motion 
soon after daylight. — ^The guards, about ^ 
o'clock, passed through the ancient Moorish 
town of Alfaytes, and 2 hours after-^ 
wards, reached Aldea Velha, on the road to 
Villa Mayor. 

On the folloiv^^ing day to Turcalhos, one 
league. — Nearly the whole of the British army 
entered Spain. 

April 8th, The guards halted, and on the 
9th, advanced over the frontier through 
Albegaria, to the little village of Ahnadilla, 
2 leagues from Villa Formosa — head quarters* 
The light division at the same time, move^ 
forward to Gallegos, and occupied their 
former cantonments. 

The French, whan attacked on the 3d instant 
at Sabugal, were on the point of firing a 
feu de joie in honour of the birth of the King 
of Rom€, the account of which had just been 
received from Paris. 

After the action, Regnier made a forced 
march of 1^ hours, and on the 4th, reached 
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tlie Agueda, over which, the whole of tlie> 
army destined for the subjugation of Portugal^ 
had retired on the 8th instant. 

The result of the operations, in which tha 
British army has been engaged for the last five 
weeks, is highly satisfactory ; not a Frenchman 
at this moment, remaining in the kingdom, 
with the exception of the garrison o^ Almeida, 
and the communication betwixt this fortress 
and Ciudad Rodrigo, is completely cut off; 
tlie cou^bined army now occupying a line, the 
left of which rests upon the Douro. 

Whilst the mode of warfare to which Lord 
Wellington restricted himself in the late 
pursuit of Massena, proved extremely embar-* 
rassiugto the troops of the enemy, the iPritisli 
army having sustained few privations, and 
undergone no unnecessary fatigue, is in th^ 
highest health and spirits, unbroken, apcji 
re»dy to enter upon any further operation* 
to which they may be called. — Massena^s arm^ 
on the contrary > is known to be disorganized 
and dispirited, and some weeks must elapse 
bt£9rc it can be again in a condition to take 
the field. The accounts constantly received,^ 
gf tb« distress which the French suffered in 
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the position at Santarem, from a scstrcity of 
provisions, and the consequent sickness of the 
troops, proved to be no exaggeration, and 
was fully confirmed by the inhabitants of these 
places occupied by the enemy, who, from'a 
variety of causes, had remained in their homes. 
The French' leader, apprehensive of being 
attacked on the arrival of the expected re- 
inforcements from Ensjland, and fearing the 
pousequences in the exhausted state of his 
army, -at length determined upon a retreat, * 
which was in fact, become a matter of im-* 
perious necessity. " 

However formidable the position of San- 
tarem, the invincible spirit and superior dis- 
cipline of British troops, must have ensured 
them complete success, whenever an attack 
was determined upon* The French army, 
for the purpose of foraging, occupied an 
extended line of country ; and the force in the 
town was by no means adequate to maintain 
it, had a division of troops passed the Tagus 
in its rear, whilst the attention of the enemy 
was directed to points more immediately 
threatened, by which the principal part of 
the attacking columns, owing to local cir- 
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cumstances, must of necessity have ap- 
proached. These considerations, md the 
distress of his army, had doubtless their weight 
on the mind of the French leader, who found 
himself in a situation of unexampled diffi- 
culty, to him "the spoiled child of victory/' 
altogether new, and to extricate himself from 
which, required the exertion of all his talents, 
and of all his firmness. The reverse which 
the Prince df Essling has experienced in his 
attempts to subjugate Portugal, must be the 
more painful to his feelings, when he reflects, 
that he has for ever tarnished his military 
fame, by his vain, arrogant and premature 
boast in the face of the whole world, to drive , 
. the English into the sea, and plant the eagles 
of Napoleon on the towers of Lisbon. — To the 
last moment was the farce kept up, and his 
deluded troops endeavoured to forget their 
wants in hopes of the plunder of the me- 
tropolis, the sole object of their thoughts, 
for which they had made so many painful 
marches, and undergone the most severe 
privations. In the theatre at Santarem, which 
the French officers had fitted up for their 
amusement, the piece represented, on the 
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ere of this memorable retreat^ and brouglii 
out wil^ every adventitious aid of scenery^ 
calculated to dazzle the senses, and inflame, 
the passions of the soldiery, was the '* French^ 
«mn in Lisbon !'" 

The most barbarous excesses were cotn«^ 
mitted by the enemy throughout bis whole 
line of marchi and the inhabitants, who from 
age or sickness^ were unable to quit tbein 
houses, became victims to the horrid brutality^ 
of the French soldiery. There is no atrocity: 
of which these unprincipled ruffians have jnotr 
been guilty:— every crime that stains tbq 
black catalogue of human cruelty having beeo 
eommitted on the persons arjd property of tho 
poor wretches who had the misfortune to fall 
into their bands. The prospect before the 
advanced guards was always that of burning 
villages, of plundered cottages, of murdered 
peasants. — ^The roads. were covered with tlie' 
dying and the d^ad^r^with cannon, bag^igo 
and ammunition, wh^ch the eneni^y eoul4 
not carry off; with mutilated cattle, with 
every thing, in short, that could create horroF 
and disgust, that could make the heart fee) 
sentiments of indignation against the bar* 
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barotis enemy, and of pity ifor the suffering 
mnd ravaged natives. Not unfreqnently, 
however, the latter were able to revenge upon 
the invader, the cruelties he had committed. 
Iti some of th« villagest, the peasants had 
cut off detachitjents of the enemy, and put 
them to instant death. 

Nearly the whole of the once beautiful city 
of Leyria is rcfduee^ tg a^hes* The nian,sioii ' 
jQ^ th^ rich ttod the cottage of the poor^ wer^ 
^like the objects o^f tli^ enemy's v^geance^ 
4|Qd iiivolveci in cixie common Gonflagra,ti0a 
bj5 the ?4eroile^* destroyer. 

The iiKtgtiifecJent conveqt of Alcob^pa, ba* 

|>6^. burnt by M^ssep^t's o,r4^r; ^nd Bat^lha 

^r-euld have shared the siame faite, but:Corthe 

m^sivp^ strength of its waJl^, which msjsted 

' the sQ.crilegioyts attempt. / 

A strong detachmp&t Of the c^rjf^ d^qrmce. 
which c^aily foyiifte^ the rear guard of the 
^eU'^sjrting eneii^y, w^s sppcifilly allotted to 
i^arjy the work of desU^^ction mto execijtipn^ 
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LETTER XLIL 

Massena hanrtng collected the nvhole of tke Troops is die ^[ort| 
of S|)ain« makes aa Attempt to relieve Almeida. — Battle of 
Fuentes de Honor. — ^Almeida abandoned: by the Garrison, 

AhrtadiUa, VifA May, 1811. 

Lord Wellington liaving learnt, that the 
Prince of Essling had assembled a council of 
war at Ciudad Rodrigo on the 1st instant, 
which was attended by 26 generals, and the 
enemy having for some days previously, made 
frequent deraonstratrons on the left bank of 
the Agueda, it was supposed that the French 
chief meditated an attempt to relieve 
Almeida, or failing in that to bring off the^ 
garrison, which was knpwn to be now in 
much distress for provisions. 

On the following day, the enemy crossed 
the river in force, and drdve the light division 
out of Gallegos. The whole of the troops ifi 
consequence, moved from their cantonments, 
and on the 3d, this part of the army under 
the immediate command of Lord Wellington, 
was concentrated betwixt the Villages' pf 
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Fuentes de Honor in Spain, and Villa Permosa 
in Portugal^ two leaigues from Almeida, and 
four from Ciudad Rodrigo. 

In the course of the same d^y, the French 
army, commanded by Massena, having under 
him Marslials Marinont and Bessieres, and 
General Loison, arrived on the plains on the 
other side of Fuentes, the key of the British 
position, and about 2 in the afternoon, pushed 
forward several corps pf sharpshooters to 
attack the village, which was defended with 
the greatest obstinacy by the light troops, 
but the enemy, from his superiority of 
numbers, at length obtained possession of this 
important post, from which, however, he 
was soon after dislodged by the 71st regiment, 
under Colonel Cad ogan, at the point of the 
baj^onet. This was a little, before dusk. Next 
morning the enemy renewed his attacks upon 
tlie village, but every eifort proved unsuc- 
cessful. 

At day-break on the 5th, it was perceived 
that the ^nemy had moved the whole of his 
cavalry, and several heavy columns of infantry 
towards the right. About 6 o'clock, his 
ipanoeuvres seemed to indicate an attack on 
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that point, and soon after tHe cavalry , deriving 
confidence from their numbers, advanced 
upon the British, wliich was their weak arm, 
and compelled them to give way, but in 
retreating, the British cavalry repeatedly fecerf 
about, and made some s^ccessfol eharge^ 
upon the enemy. Meanwhile, the 7tb division, 
which had been considerably advanceid upon 
the plain, was directed to fell back and form 
on the brigade of gourds posted on the rigbt 
of the 1st division, and flanked by Gaptaiiif 
Lawson's brigade of 9 pouiiders, and some 
squadrons of cavalry • 

Their point d'Appui rested on some broken 
and rocky ground, intersected with inclosures 
of ston^ walls, and copse wood, having a small- 
rivelr the Turon, in the rear. 

Major General Jp[DUston' was enabled t0 
execute this retrogade movement in the fae^ 
of an infinitely superior force, pripeipally by 
the steadiness and gallant conduct of the 3 
foreign corps in his division, the Duke of 
Brunswick Oel's infantry, and the Chaisseapsi 
Brittanniques,. under Lieutenant -Goloncl 
Eustace, who checked the advance of the, 
Pi^ertch' cavalry, l^ several weH Greeted 
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<^oHi6s. The enemy had previous to this, 
'c^^ned a tremendous fire upon the first line 
of infantry ; every shot that went over doing 
e^^Dution in the second line. 

Theilight division, which at .first formed 
on the left of the 7th division, also , retired 
.before :the enemy's coA^a-lry in echellon of 
«quar€s,and in the finest order. 

About 11 A. M» the picqnet of the guards, 

4:x)nsisting of IQO.rank and file, under Xieu- 

^t^nant-CoJpnel HilJ, skirmishing in|rOntof the . 

(brigade, was chaTged by a squadron of cavalry, 

which they repulsed, and ; were :tetiriag upon 

the 42nd .regiment, commanded by Loid 

JBlantyre^dfoTmed in^columns for the support 

<}f the light troops upon some broken ground, 

when the enemy returned to the attack in 

;fi«ch rainjbers, that after seeing most of his 

f officers and- men: cut dqwi^* Colonel Hill beiag 

wounded, was^sompelled to surrender hiflfisejf 

• prifiCHier. 

Ensign Gookson was killed. Ensign Stothert 
of the Coldstream, wounded slightly g^nd taken 
j^risbiier. — Captains Home and ILifvey 
^^scaped, although for sQme minutes in the 
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enemy's hands, the latter slightly wounded- 
At this moment, the 9 pounders having 
opened upon the French cavalry, they retired 
in great confusion. About the same time, 
the enemy pushed forward his light infantry 
upon the right, where they were met and 
repulsed by Colonel Guise, with the light 
companies of the guards and part of the 
95th regiment, under Captain 6*H?ire. 

The hne was now formed with the 7th 
division on the fight of the 1st division, 
haying on its left General Crawford with 
the light division in reserve.— Beyond, were 
those of Major Generals Picton, A. Camp- 
bell and Sir William Erskine. The left of the 
whole was on Fort Conception, covering 
Almeida 

The principal part of the cavalry remained 
on the right. — Brigadier-General Pack was 
stationed with the QueenV regiment, and a 
brigade of Portuguese infantry watching 
Almeida, from whence guns were fired at 
intervals as signals. 

T3ie7th division subsequently crossed the 
Turon, and formed upon the hill in rear of the 
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present line, on which, should Lord Welling* 
ton think proper to refuse his right, a new 
position was intended to betaken up. 

The firing slackened on both sides toward^ 
the evening, but the engagement was not 
finally over until the i*ose of day, when the 
enemy, who was repulsed at all points* 
remained in the same position as at the com- 
mencement of the action, being unable to 
gain a single advantage or make the smallest 
impression upon any part of the British 
line. 

The French army is stated to have been not 
les? jthan 40,000 infantry arid 5000 cavalry 
when they entered the field. Their loss is 
estimated at from laOO to 2000 killed ; and 
it is known that 3500. wounded have been 
carried into Ciudad Rodrigo. Our loss has 
also been severe, amountinj; to I76O in killed, 
wounded and missing ; But this number falls 
fihort of what might have been expected from 
the length of time the troops were under 
fire. 

The principal contest was in Fuerites, ^e 
possession of which was of the utmost import 
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ataicie to lelther atmy. Colonel Cameron vaa 
mortally wounded at the head of the 79th 
regiment in defending this village. 

The hostile armies remaiiied in front o£^ach 
other on the two follo\\^ing days; and in the 
afternoon of the 7th, were employed in 
burying th^eir d^d. During this interrai, 
working parties were constantly occupied in 
Strengthening the position of the British, by 
throwing u^ field Works. 

The enemy having received a reinforcemeritj 
a renewal of the attack was generally expectfetj 
on the morning of the 8th, instead' of Which, 
it dky-break, hrs cavalry ViBettes galloped 
Off to the rear, and &oon after, several columns 
of Infantry appeared moving in the same 
diredtioh. The Prench continued their retrieat 
on the 9th, but> strong rear gUaird of about 
aboacavalry and several battalions of infkiltry 
remained in sight. On the 10th, tlte British 
t)r6ke lip frOhi their ^position, and while *tlfe^ 
light division, supported by the <lr"a;valiy, 
advanced towards the Agueda; the rest df 
the 'army tettirhed to caiitonttffettts, and 
flie erigirial inVestmeiit of Almeida Was 
resumed* 
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Colonel Trant arrived bn the 7th, with a . 
division of Portuguese, and the corps of Don 
Julian Sanchez took a share in the action^ and 
checked the enen>y*s tnovements on the 
right. 

Early on the morning df the lltli, the 
gdrrison of Almeida made a sortie, and cut 
their Mray to the Bridge of San Felices, through 
the British piquets, with the exception of ' 
470, 'who' were either killed, or vroanded and 
taken. GeneralBrenier, the Governor, had 
previously blown up several bastions, and 
the curtains next the Coa, and destroyed the 
guris of the fortress, with an immense 
quantity of stores in the arsenal, which was 
burnt. — The prisoners were mostly in a state 
of intoxication, which was also the case with 
the iPrench cavalry bn the 5th instant. . 

Soon after day-light,' General Pack, with 
his brigade of infantry, entered Almeida. 
It appears th^t the Ffench evacuated the town 
about midnight on the 10th, and having 
formed in column, waited near some ruined 
houses, a short distance 'ftom' the walls, until 
the explosion took pl&ice. Their object was 
to destroy the reveltenient or outer rampart^ 
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and the branches of the grand mine were 
conducted accordingly. 

Anxious to ascertain the success of his 
labours, the commanding engineer remained 
behind, intending to follow the garrison on 
the Malpartida road, but he is said to have 
perished in one of the chambers, owing tq 
which circumstance, the wliole of the mines 
•were not sprung. The bastions of the faces 
nearest the Coa were demolished, and the 
intervening curtain destroyed. The stonq 
work of the ramparts fell into the ditch and 
part was carried corppletely over. Noin jury 
on this occasion, was done to the town, w^hich 
had suffered most severely by the explosion 
of the grand magazine in August last;, 
previous to it;s surrender to the French. In 
consequence of that event» Almeida became 
one vast heap of ruins^ a gi'eat number of the 
garrison, and of the inhabitants perished; 
the south-west curtain sustained considerably 
damage, and few houses escaped^ without 
receiving some material injury. Of the twq 
magazines which were placed in the castle, 
the most elevated spot in Almeida, not one 
stone remained upon another, nor can tl>(^ 
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foundation of these buildings be now dis- 
tinguished. 

The enemy had been for some days previous 
ta the 10th, employed in spiking the guns, 
and otherwise rendering them usel&s : the 
whole of the military stores were then col- 
lected in the arsenal and set oh fire. It is 
here proper to remark, that the French shewed 
«ome degree of consideration for the re- 
maining inhabitants of this devoted town, 
and they do not complain of any ill-treat- 
ment. 

The campaign, by the fall of Almeida, 
may now be considered at an end, as far 
as regards. Portugal ; and the whole kingdom 
has again been delivered from the yoke t)f 
France, whose hitherto victorious legions, 
under tlje^ comnKmd of their ablest chiefs, 
have in every instance met with disgrace 
and defeat, when opposed to the British 
troops. 
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LETTER XLin. 

Operitions of Marshal Si^WilfiamBeKftford'oii tke Gwldiana«-^ 
BattlA of Alhiic»a.^-^GviMiid Uiniey*s> biilUant Alair ^wA the 
Fitench Cavalry at Usagre.— The Skfjt of Badayos raised ia 
second time. — ^The whole of the Allied Army in the Alentejo.— - 
To];d Welling;t(Ai in the beginning of August re-crosses the 
" Ta|fas» aiid invests Cilldad Rodrigo, iolo -whieh Maraiont 
ihroivs 'Supplies on tbe't24th' of September, and* advances over 
the Aqueda. —The Allied Army takes up a position in. front 
4>f the Coa. — Marmont retires. 

Pinhel, MJOeccmber, 1811. 

fttEVidus to the commencement of 

M^sena's retreat from Santaretn^ Marahals 

Soult and Mortier adTanced from the south 

^'dF Spaki, in ofder to form a combined 

^tjpersltibn mth ike unntf lof BortUgaL Ja 

^iir^uancfe of this object the^jatter possessi^ 

^fainiself of Merida <m>the 9th of - Janilarjr* 

and forthwith invested Badajos with ^is 

infantry, placing his cavalry on the right 

bank of the Guadiana* 

General Mendizabel was dispatched to 
the relief of Badajos on the 20th of January, 
iirith the Spanish corps, which under the 
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had joined Lord^WeQmgtxiii ia the line^i on 
the 19th of October. Afler aome trifiix^ 
arnicdUYjeSy the Spasiisk Geoeeal thranr 
hiotself into the city^ from whirace lie agaist 
iffithdtew his army on the 9th of February^ 
and took up a position oa the ric^ of 
St. Christoval, which; commanded an esLr* 
tensive vietr in efrery direction. Notwith- 
standing this advantage^ which appears to 
have faeem disregarded by General Mendit^ 
zaiie)^ the French army crossed the Gevora 
a;nd Guiadiana^ sarprised and totally defeated 
the Spxmiards« The French cavalry pursued 
the fugitives (who .a^ usual threw away 
their arms,) across the plain to the walls of 
Blvas^ and captured the wlioie of the iSrpaDisb 
jwtilleiy and baggage. 

The enemy was thus enabled to sit dm^n 
quietly befe^re Bada^o^; and M. Mortier lost 
no time in breaking group d and commencing 
the siftge* A small breach having bifen made 
on the lOihy (but by. no means pt'acticable, 
for assault, if properly defended)) the traitof 
Imaz, who succeeded to the command, on 
Genecal Meimcho being killed,. Ithough 
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apprized that Marshal Beresford was march<« 
ing to his relief, surrendered, the city and a 
garrison equal in number to the enemy* 
General Menachp had made every dispo^ 
sition for defending the place to the last 
extremity; the streets were barricaded, and 
the garrison was well supplied with ammu-* 
nition and provisions for a months. 

The French had previously obtained pos^ 
session of Oliven^a and its garrison, con-« 
sisting of 3000 Spaniards ; but a Portuguese 
force of only 250 mtn bravely defended the 
fortress of Campo Mayor from the 14th to 
the 21st of March* On the 25th Marshal 
Beresford having been reinforced by the 
Honourable Major-General Cole's division 
of infentry, advanced against Campo Mayor, 
which the enemy abandoned on the appear-^ 
ance of the British and Portuguese cavalry. 
Two squadrons of the 13th dragoons, and 
two squadrons of Portuguese charged the 
French cavalry, who were broke and pursued 
to Badajos, but the infantry effected their 
retreat to the fortress in a solid body, aU 
though with considerable loss, and recovered 
the cannon which had beeii taken by the 
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allied cavalry. It was unfortunate that th<> 
infantry were not combined in this operation, 
as the capture or destruction of the enemy 
would have b6en completely effected with 
their assistance. 

After this affair. Sir AVilliam Beresford 
threw a bridge over the Guadiana at Ja- 
rumenha, and in the course of the 4th and 
: 5th of April he crossed with his army; then 
leaving General Cole's division to attack 
Olivenza, he advanced with the whole of his 
reniaining forc^, and drove the enemy (who 
did not think it expedient to risk an action,) 
into the Sierra Morena. Having accom- 
plished tliis object, and Olivenza having sur- 
rendered to the Honourable Major-General 
Cole on the 15th of April, Marshal Beres- 
ford returned to undertake the siege of 
Badajos, which place was completely invested 
on the 7th of May by the allied army, and 
a Spanish corps commanded by Don Carlos 
D'Espjigne. " On the following day the 
batteries were opened against Fort St. 
ChristovaU and the garrison returned a very 
brisk fire upon the besiegers. Sir William 
Beresford having received information on 
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the 12th that Marshal Soult was^ advancing 
from Seville, dispatched a courier to Lprq 
Wellington with that intelligence ; and jud^^^ 
Sng it necessary to suspend his operations 
against Badajos, the heavy field train wa§ 
sent black to Elvas. 

Lord Wellington lost. too time in reiqibjccing 
Marshal Sir William Beresford with the 34 
and 7th divisions of infantry, under Generals 
Picton and Houston^ and proceeded himself 
to Elvas, which his Lordship rea^ched. oi| 
the 19th instant. — Meantime^ howevcFi the 
battle of Albuera was fought on the hei^hts^ 
above the village of that name > and Marshal 
Soult was completely repulsed by the allied 
British and Portuguese array, under Sit 
William Beresford) and a carps of 1Q,Q0Q 
Spaniards, commanded . by. Generals, Blake 
and Castanos. The superioi: numbecs of 
the enemy'iR cavalry enabled him to uxak^ 
good his retreat towards Seville, which hq 
commenced on the morning of the IQthp 
two days after the action. The Jlonourable 
General Lumley followed them with th^ 
British and Portuguese cavalry to Usagre^ 
where the enemy having collected a consider-- 
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9^bl]^ force^ «tt^k^, thp al^ed cavalry oii 
tim- S:6th instantr MAJor^Geperal jMinUy 
h^d ^reyjott^lj retired t^rouj^ Us^tgrC;, ^n4 
ii^ving posted his troops op soxoe fi^ypui^ 
lible ground beliiod that vUtage, waited tiie 
Emmy's attack. Ttiree regimen^ dashed 
throijgh Usagre in a very resolute paanner, 
but had scarcely formed when t^ey were 
charged by General De Orey'« brigade of 
Jieavy eavalry, and conjpletely 5)vertiirned. 
The French cavalry imniediateJy broke and 
fk4f leaving a number of prisoners, and 
killed and wowpded pn the fiefd.'—The 
joattHre of the country did npt perpit General 
JMVaky to follow up the gdvants^ge he had 
«o happily gained, and with a very trifling 

The siege of Bad^o^ was now resproed, 
jUid <yn the 3d of /une batteries were re- 
opened againat Fort St Cbristoval and the 
l^ody of the plaise. 4 breach having been 
«^te4 m Fort St, Chri»toval an attempt 
was madie o» the ^h of June to carry the 
worl<, and smb^^uently, on the niglit of the 
dtb> beth of wliicb ^led> and the besiegers 
retire^ with loss. 
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Before day-break, on the 6th of Jun^, 
the guards once more marched from Alma* 
dilla, and passing through Aldea de Pdnte, 
arrived about 8 A.M. at the miserable 
village of Robilosa, where they halted until 
noon. The brigade tbjen marched by AI- 
fayates to Soita, and bivouaced about a^tnile 
beyond. 

At 4 in the morning of the 7th, thfe 
guards at the head of the 1st division moved 
off to Sabugal, and crossing the Coa at the 
bridge, took up a position on the Ifeft bank 
of the river, and thi^ew out strong piquets 
to protect the fords. In the course of the 
day the light division and^ the 6th arrived 
on this ground. This movement was occa- 
sioned by the enemy having pushed forward 
a considerable body of cavalry and some 
infantry in front of Ciudad Rodrigo, on 
which Sir^rent Spencer withdrew his oiit- 
pos^ts, expecting to be attacked on the 7th 
or 8th by the whole of the ertemy's fbrcte 
in tliat quarter .-^These operations cif the 
French leader Marshal Marmont, (who had 
succeeded to the command of the army on 
Massena^s recal to Paris,)- appear to have 
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been made with ^ view of masking his real 
intention ; for early in the afternoon of the 
8th it was ascertained that the enemy was 
fnoving in force towards the pass of Banos. 
The troops were then directed to proceed 
to the Alentejo, and on the 14th and 15th 
the column crossed the Tagus at the ro-» 
mantic pass of Villa Velha, over a flying 
bridge, — Lieutenant Johnston of the royal 
artillery, was unfortunately drowned while 
trying this ford. 

On the l6th the brigade entered Portalegre, 
in which city the .6th and light division were 
also quartered ; and on the 19th the .1st 
division marched to A ssumar, and the light 
division to Aronches. On the 23d the 
guards advanced to St. Olaya, and hutted 
near that town.^ 

Previous to this period the Commander 
of the forces had again raised the siege of 
Badajos, the enerny having assembled the 
whole of his disposable force in Estremadura, 
and still retaining a considerable superiority 
in cavalry over the British. On the 224 
the enemy advanced 40 squadrons of his 
cavalry and some field-pieces, for the pur- 

s 2 
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pef^ 0$ ^nakiiig fk re^n^mw^W^ ; l^ut although 
thoy oame4 Qff a j^cqvet of the llt)i dv9r< 
goons, o«9ii9iHid^ b> G^pt^jn lA^tye»^ 
yet QQ the 8(f3^)e^](«iQC« of the ^ritiih s^ 
Portuguese c»vftlif3f» tfef* Ti*<^o|i T#ti|-«4 iftt^ 
Badajos, irithoul h^Ting feefi t^ ^o^il^oQ 
ef the allied entm^x thf Jii^% Qf vhipl| 
ieiM upoa Elvftl, Uj«. lipf ©Kten^wg "^loog 
a tidge, inteFsa©tt4>jr tHtfuMI river C^jfti 
toward* tiie fortrcttti ^i ClWnp« Ma^, isi 
which the 7th division pf lbi( ^H^ ^"^ 
quj^rteved. Thft mftMi ^!^)f ^ ib4 f^ied 
army waa in feut». 

In the beginning of Jjilj Mwffell Sfml|; 
leaving fmm S to fOOQ i||§a ift M<UQ$> 
placed hit army in e!«dE^|»fu||eiHf , . ^yi^g 
hb head^qu^tf ra at Amg^i Mmmfit s^t 
Truxillo ; and Regnier in M#id:». 

The Btitislk an4 ?Qrti||h*QBf 0mf cjon- 
tinUied in eam^ until tlse 2,4lh oC JiAly>, an4 
then moved into qmi^eir», %h^ Cominmd«r 
ef tlM foveeib and htBftd:$, q| di?p9j;ti»enU in 
I^rtategie.*m*H»e imh of Jnly b^ii^ the 
fe»nive«saiy of tlws fe^ttJs^ of Talaver^ an 
efit^tain«B«nt ita^ gi^^. 9i^. ]iKe%d-<|U4rt«:x^, 
M^ a t»ali in ^lie,ot««»t^» y^^^ ««« a^^ended 
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bf Q^ck^nl CmIsuqm aod his suitei the 
officer la gtfri&oni 9b4 Idoae 9f the ^iur 
«ipal iahaliitaiits of tbi8 aty. 

Marmont hftviiig pEss&d the T^us aod 
^tabliBfaed hinself at Plaeeatia ; in the bft- 
giiUiitig Qf Augwt th^ qaaia body of the 
Bdtisk arm J recromed the riv^r at VUia 
Velha, ai)4 the CdKii&ander of the ibie^s 
£&ad hte head-quarters at Fuebte Guinaldo, 
about 8 Ibi^Mes £rom Ciudibd Rodrigo* Part 
of the infentry was pushed forward oa the 
S^fiaaQca road, abd €^ oomfnttBicatio& cut 
off h^twixt the f^rtresB an4 the enemy. 

Am it was known ifi the oariy part of Se|^ 
t^iber that a convoy was piteparitig a^t SaJa- 
lilafiGa^ 4e^tii3£d for the reUtsf of €iudad 
Ilodr^o^ the oolnbiQ^d £wces wore assembled 
oa 4b0 Uoe of the Aguedd. on the @3d of that 
mob^. About S F; M^ ob the feUowing 
4ay> trbe head of the ctovoy was observed 
^ntefting the lortree^i aad in thi^^eourse of the 
iane Aif^ ^M^ whole «irriv<ed. Fm its fii*o- 
t^etidn, the -emmy had «isoinbled a hm^ 
af^iAyn oofisiltitig of 5£,^0 kifaa^tTy and SOOO 
-Odt^lry. Of thid foreei^ General BaragiMyr 
ITiiiUieF'J Cdant ITOrsferifte hroi^ht S2,d00 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



262 

JErbm Salamanca, and the remainder were tb^ 
divisions under Marmont ; which, since their 
retiring from Estremadura, bad been caw- 
toned at Placentia, Talavera de la Reyna, 
and other towns on the Upper Tagus. Pre- 
vious to the enemy's approach, the British 
out-posts were withdrawn to the left bank of 
the Agueda; over which, the enemy pushed 
his advanced guard, 2 regiments of cavahy 
and 3000 infantry, on the evening of the 
24th. 

Next day at noon the enemy moved a 
force upon the 3d division, Majpr-General 
Picton's, which remained in a strong position 
on the right bank of the Azava, and the 
French cavalry advancing in considerable 
numbers, took 2 pieces of Portuguese artil- 
lery after cutting down the men at their guns. 
The 5th regiment thcii charged in the most 
gallant stile, tetook these 2 pieces and sub- 
sequently retired with the 77th regiment in 
one square, and the 19th Portuguese regi- 
ment forming another before the French 
cavalry, -who repeatedly charged three faces 
of the British square without effect. This 
manoeuvre was directed by the Honourable 
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MaQ(?X-Genevh\ Colyille ; fijnd tWHtJi light 
^tftgoQns^ qon^raanded l^y Colonel Gumming,, 
and G^ffmit hussars succeeded in keeping, 
the immensely superior force of the enemy 
in check, r 

About 3 o'clock the enemy appeared in 
front of C^rpio, and his movements having 
manifested a design upon that village, a 
plaice of no importance, Major-Generai 
Alexander Campbell withdrew the 6th divi* 
§ion behind the Duas Casas to the woods in 
front of Nave d'Aver. 

' On the 2^th of September, all was quiet, 
aqd the enemy in motion to the right. H^ 
also shewed a force in front of Fijente Gui-, 
naldo, and deployed, in view of the British 
already drawn up in line under the imme* 
diate orders of Lord Wellington ; but, after 
§ome time he relinquished his intended ^t-* 
tack, and having re-formed his columns^ 
continued his movement to the right. 

A J; 3 in the inorning of the 27th of Sep- 
tember,, the 1st division marched thrqugh 
Yillar jyiayor to Bismula, which they reached 
befpre noon, and at 10 P, M. the troop«^ 
>vere again in niotion and madp a night rn^rcb 
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lAOh^ii^ ahd hkltid in §l WdOd half A m^ 
b«3hd»d. Heavy tA'iM fdt- iottife howK. 

lA thi§ jjiosition, th(g hk Of the ground on 
which the Commander of the foFd^ ha4 
4«t6rmtl»M to m<^t'the th<t6titen«d atlfidc of 
tb^ «ilef^ j) iht Ut diviston «eiil6tAed ^til 
the fi^#ing d^y, add th«ti etoSsed the QO^ 
f 6 tAk« u^ 6anton»Mttls ill the ttalley of '&m 
Motid^go, agreeably to Oe^ra) G^hafiti^ 
M«d€)^, dat^d Reiido, S^k dT l^ptefiib^, 
1811. • 

. IV Lfeutenabti^Jtetteiftl ha* iifecel^fed the 
Mders of his ExtfelletiCy th6 Ctmm^M^r af 
tlie forceS) to.diafth the troop# ihl6 eittitidii*' 
^eMis, as the eViemy hai$ dbatidotied tli6 
att^tept of attadcitog the iicvky iti thl» p(^ 
inlibii. He is coftfident that the heft CMifd 
not have bfeeft fof*ed, defended by such 
tW>opd as he hai the hoftour to comttMttad, 

The positidft extetaded frotti Rfeftdti W>Sbit» 
tmidis the high road attd coteriftg Sabugal, 
tr^b llknks te^in^ «m the Gbte, hk\%^ 
sfet%^( f(»^ i)M blisses ifir fts y^asf^f th6 
j«t)n6al cfiT the «roQf>s, la thfe efrenji; «f al^ aft- 
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In ^ ihiddl« cf October, i>(ai JuUiitf 
S&neW) evtr on tbe aicrt^ oaitied o& a larga 
|}mpoftidii of the OAttie bdohging to tb« 
g^rmoti «»f CiudtMl Rodti^y And made pii« 
ftoAer tlie OoTeriMr 6isnend Beynaiid, tbft 
same officer who commanded the ^ear-guidr^ 
iyf Soalf* atftiy when diiv«fi irom Gpdrfeo. 
- At 1 hi the i6ornin$ «^ ^ Sd <dif Not^ftf^ 
ber, an^ft)e»r arrived for tb« 1st division to 
ttioim up to Uie froAtter, And at tbe 6am6 
time, the whole army was p%it in tncfioti* 
At 9 o'ck»ck> th6 ordur to march wtn cun- 
ceifed^ the neir Gweinof of Chideid lUxihigd 
hating^^ reached tlmt town with sdtne pm^ 
visions,' tinder ah «s<SCTft of 4000 meHi 

Aicconnts irem reet^ed At heai^aait6M 
of Lte^itenAftt-Genepal Hill having ixxa* 
jjfifttefy sntpirised a dmslon of th« 5lh tafpi 
at At-roy& MbHnasy «0ffiinatid6d by G«ft6f&l 
OirMd, who was wounded ^a»d escaped with 
diftctJity . The nvhol* of 1«4 baggage, wtiJ- 
Icrjr, *nd ttjfcWftrdii «f l€0^ ptisonerg, i«i 
dtid^ the X^€^ D'Anembefg ^»d G«nef«4 
©irotte yftre takeft. 

The *«ny vwis. ia^ttt advft»eed «o lfe« 
frtrtitier in tfie \m^ «B*ef Novem^^, ift-^- 
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teljigejice having been re^^eived, that tho 
enemy intended to throw supplies intoCiudad 
Rodrigo. This movement was also supposed 
to have for its object, the protection of 
Almeida from insult during the repair of the 
fortifications. 

The army remained for a few days. in thi;$ 
position, and then moved into winter quar- 
ters. Lord WeUingtoq returned to Freneda; 
and the.head-quarters of the 1st division werQ 
fixed. at PinheK 

No place or territory had suffered more/iq 
consequence of the French invasion » than 
the city afld bishoprick of Pinhel. Tli^ 
furniture of the bishop's palace wa$ entirely 
destroyed> but this noble pile of building 
remained entire, The Franciscan monastery, 
|md now deserted convent of Ursulines, had 
been occupied successively, by French, Eng-» 
lish and Portuguese, troops, a^nd received 
considerable injury. The town within the 
wall§, is evidently of great antiquity, and the 
fineMoorish castle must have been impregnable 
in former ages. In one ofits towers is a small 
circular building, supposed to contain a flight 
of steps leading to some subterranean dviu** 
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gedus, but from the present state pf the walls, 
it h impossible to asc6ttaia the exact use for 
which it was originally intended. A beau- 
tiful antique cross ornaments the market 
pl^ce. 

The venerable bishop, who resides at th^ 
iQuinta of St. Eupheniia^ 2 leagues distant* 
made the following affecting report of the, 
devastation committed in his diocese, to the 
regency* • > 

The local position of the bishoprick of 
Pinhel, on the confines of this kingdom, coit* 
taining in its bounds, the fortress of Almeida 
and th^ military road to the province of Leon^ 
fjroni the interior of Portugal, has placed it in 
the melaijcholy necessity of serving as^ the 
theatre of preparation for the defence of the 
kingdom, from the beginning of the 'fatal 
war of the French revolution; for the forma* 
tion of a military road at the time of tli.e 
intrusion of French despotism, and for the 
inarch of Sir John Moore, when his- army 
entered the province of Leon, and latterly, 
since the beginning of the year 1810 to the 
following July, it constantly served as a posi^- 
tipn for the allied army as long as itrejnailied 
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iA the pfovinee of Beif&« On tlid maireii «!' 
tbat artny into Eetremftdafa, tte t4al fuifi 
began with the entry df the hostile araiy, 
tiAd from the lattet being fttotiOality in thib 
territory of Pinhel, from July to the 13th Of 
September, when it teiviinced iftto Esfefema- 
dara, and Qltimatelyj ifi its prd«;ipita€« i&d 
furious retreat to Sj^ain, being in the inti^Hffi, 
from July to April, occupied add tt6dd«!i in 
all parts, by different divisions of the enefijrf, 
marching to avoid the naain aJniyj Or acting 
in flying parties through the bifthdfriek, 
soflMttimes in one paft^ sonnetiffi^d in a&otbtf ; 
it^bing and ravagitig ; inaitttueh ttlaf, 
ftceording to the most exact iiurofcbattOti, 
theit: is ttot a village whieh data not ethlbit 
the iftarii* of Ftetidi vthktdMH^ mu ttantter 
mote tft le«s hof ribte. 

It iBti«t Hkiewite fee o!w€ffved, that the 
. territory of Finh<* had pretiomly stiflferedby 
the passage 6f the Gidliciafl array ta Leoti, 
«ftd dfliriiig fte war, by the aiafuhes atid 
Kktffitafy e^oltttio&« of dHlb>efit ^ttifikn^ df 
fortttgtresfc tftiBlSa, at Uw time thty -w^nt 
orttei^d toolser^ the eftttuy^ 

A!f '^tese ei«MmiSla&e^ hate ^<:^titr^d to 
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9weU:tlie volume of fiiit , publHi twJ private 
nisfovtuncs af Pinhel to such » degree, th»ti 
10 tbi» mdaDdK^y point of Tieiv, it.injimtiely 
eutdoeQ all tiie other bisbopricks of this kin^ 
dom, vfh%n the vairtety pf armies a^d theiXi 
iivfrnapn^ mhioh have boeii 8tiitioimfy» ^nd 
the fttilMobgsr sftiay- tbe eneiny made in It »r9 
«oiwidei«d. The .noiidi> of the dblmit, ^nd 
the subsistence pf .its iiohabitantfib depend QH 
the cultivation of corn and breeding .CAttl^f 
imd a» thesQ. two articles^; how«vt( adUGh 
IfAnted for th« allied ^my, becaxne ItiU 
j^reafter objects of French rapine* it is now 
Without sheep, oxen and corn, (eomisttia^ of 
tye and bar)e]») and cooaeqtientlj without 
sub^istenee. 

£xelitt»ve of these evils proceeding front 
human causes, the bisho^ek of JPinhel 
Iftbeufs under otfaen ; for beudee the epi- 
demic kven, which have carried of «. gteftt 
proportion of ite inkubitants, those who 
remain have Httle hope from theit sosotgr 
fiirms badly wevked, aiid to devastated hj 
^ eQem3r, that they produce oetfaitg, and m 
the meeeiory of man never was tietarQ « mort 
unproduefctve season &r the Itvlajadt thsit iunrt 
been cultivated. 
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The population of Pinhd was computed 
tt from 30 to 40,000, U is now reduced to two 
thirds ; the reoiainder being carried off bj 
violent and natural deaths, and by tmi^ 
gration ; such is its present condition. 

The preceding observations of this respected 
prelate, may be applied with great truth, to 
the other provinces of this kingdom, which 
have been infested by the presence of thq 
enemy, 

Pinhel had only been recently erected into 
a bishop's see. There is at present, no 
establishment of canons or a cathedral, for 
which the ground is marked out, but the war 
has put a stop to the work. General Graham's 
quarters are in the bishop's palace, a magnifi- 
cent quadrangular structure, having a large 
court in the centre. 

JPinhelin former times, when the Spaniards 
possessed Almeida, and the whole country 
on the right bank of the Coa, must have 
been a place of great importance, nature 
having evidently marked it out as the frontier 
town of Portugal. The district betwixt the 
Coa and the Pinhel river is very, rocky, and 
appears unsusceptible olcultivatipn^ 
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LETTER XLV. 

^jtnenl remarks on the successful Campaign of. 1811..— Obser^ 
vations respecting the Spanish Guerillas^ <&c. 

Pinhil, Mth Deeemher^ 1811. : 

' The recent successes of Lord Wellington^ 
cannot fail of producing a beneficial elFect 
upon the minds of the Spaniards, by encou-* 
"raging a continuance of their efforts, to resist 
the progress of the invader, but must also 
be regarded with a, corresponding interest^ 
by the other nations of Europe, who have 
been hitherto led tQ consider the troops of 
Napoleon invincible* If roused by the 
moral feeling which these glorious events 
seem most forcibly calculated to inspire, the 
powers of the continent, should shake off 
the apathy, with which they have too long 
i>eheld the strides of the modern Alexander, 
land laying aside those pretty contemptible 
jealousies of each other, which Buonaparte 
iias but too successfully promoted as. the 
means of increasing his own power, thea 
there is yet a hope, that the tyrant may be 
hurled from his throne, «nd. the genius of 
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liberty once more erect' his standard on the 
Continent of Europe* 

To the powerfuF influence which the dis* 
f^raoe ocf Masted* must prodaee oa the icatuie 
of Spain; and in the eyes of its inhabitants, 
istol)* added the high character obtained 
in the course of th« tote operations, by the 
PortvgueMi. Two y«w» h»v^ sfai:«jely 
elApeed> ^nce these troops^ vtkicb ^w ^kim 
Mfi eiontpicuooily io the defence of Mr 
«0Untry» were m itDrarmed} }tlH;laa|:hed» 
s»-«CQCiutred, uo-dieciplined rRbblet Qow^ 
ibey p«(s»e§s in an emiQ«w£ degfed» the be«t 
qualitieiof warriors, and havf prqved tbe»* 
•fdye9 *' worthy of cojiteodtog in the «wi»e 
<* rank&with British soWier*." Tbfc lUftppy 
oiitject ha» been acoorapiished by the libera} 
l^licy of t»ki»g^3Q/)00. Portuguese into Bri- 
li»h pay, aad plftciog them under Bfiti^ 
oftccn of eKperieoo^and taietit. The 9)e»- 
0Ui;i9 hfti been crowned with ^mh. com^^ete 
ivceeM. that it appears mo«t de»ifftbkf ta 
cacteod Ibis 8y«tcm over the wbole Peaio'' 
mla. 

The population of Spain even in its pre$^t 
ttate is fuUy adeqi^ate to mainttAsi an sfmf 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



273 

of 200,000 men, independent of the Guerilla 
force, arid of that number 30 or 40,.000 might 
be taken into British pay, and trained by 
British officers on the same footing as the 
Portuguese. In the formation of these troops 
a due regard would of course be had to the 
character and feelings of this high-minded 
people. A proportion of British superior 
ofiicers in po instance exceeding one half, 
should be allotted to each regiment, and this 
distribution might tend to prevent any jea- 
lousies arising among men although of dif- 
ferent nations, yet fighting under the same 
standard, and united in one glorious cause. 
Those officers who have served in the penin- 
sula, and have acquired a knowledge of the 
Spanish language and national character 
should of course be preferred to assist in the 
formation of these levies, the Establishment 
of which is in perfect unison with the wise 
and extended policy hitherto pursued in the 
conduct of the present war, and the necessity 
of meeting the efforts of the enemy with in- 
creased means, becomes every day more ap^ 
pareAt But situated as Spain is at this mo^- 
raenti with nearly all her strong places in the 

•T . 
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eiicmy's poesession^ it would be foitod a[« 
tremely difHcult to organize and form regular 
bodies of troops, which after such traiiiii^ 
might be led with a prospect- of success 
against the veteran legions of France To 
promote habits of discipline^ si;ibardiQatioa 
and the other qualities requisite in the com* . 
position of- a seldier's character,' a length pf 
time is necessary, and the quiet of ^ garrisoa 
at a distance from the actual tbeatri^ of war. 
In Gallicia, while it remains free &om the 
enemy's presence^ depdts might be fouiidibr 
the riqw levies; but^^ould the ^ystexa^ove 
alluded to be odopted^ the; frontiers 4>f F4>r:- 
tugal seem peculiarly pointed out §f$t the r^ 
ce4>tion and formation of SpaniAk battalions 

in the pay of Britain. :' 

At present^ the only: troaps in jSpaif)^ 
which carry on a successful wariace ^against 
the French, are the Galeri^^as, or ari»?d pca^ 
santry, and it may be; &iWy pFesuxaed,> that 
they are incited to attack the. jeneajiy's con-, 
voys, and straggling parties^ as much by the 
hope of plunder, as from motivea of g)atrio^ 
tism. , This cannot be supposed iby influence 
the minds of their gaUant chiefs^ but tb^ 



Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



$75 

j>eaM^nt» wl)en compelled, by the niv«ge« of 
wtifT tQ abaadon the speqes: pf peaiceful iD4<»- 
try, when no longer able to p^rsue his U8«ial 
av^OGatioQs, becomes of necesj^ty 9, isoldier* 
S)fid assumes the ntilitary . ch^iacter, ga. the 
only iptesins of s^pportipg bi« {sxqsti^oce.; It 
is of these ms^terials that the Guarill»: fovce 
^s princi|^lly contposfsd, 9 hMy pfea^aotiy, 
despising danger and enduring the m<M»>- 
tudeft of the se^soos, and eveiy fpe^lM of 
&tig^e and privalaon with the . jortitude ^ 
^uacient Rolnspas; minutely acqwiojlfed .feith 
tbe fidmostimp^netr^le repesseB^f |liheHr;^i<- 
ta^nelaod, its 4e^ esj^t^nsiv^ forest^ f^j^^^ 
tant glens, the^Uuactioaof itsr<fV€rs ^iid ^ 
4eyiotts paths which Jead tp their toom^u 
holdi» above ali* atsoeiving early inteiligenfie 
of ev^y «Bov«meot vMi^by t}m Jo^i ,it,i§ 
not «ttrprisi^g therefore, that fHtch ;a hody 
^deii^ and dstermi»^ in, AtUck, «tMMjdd 
ca^y terror actd dismay, iev^en into ith« joankl 
of the JFcench soAdif ry» who hm» o» nume- 
rousioccasions, -sqibred o)Ojsit A^t^Kely i» til(^ 
con^cts. with these ^elf^^mad bftnds, aome 
of which constant^ hoveu: w.<th(e nfnghJbow;* 
hood of the capital, -aad «t.4iHies, appearing 
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before the gates of Madrid, alarm the usur^*; 
per in the very moment of fancied security. 
But it is perfectly evident that the deliver* 
ance of Spain, can neveir be atchieved by the 
efforts of a force so rudely constituted, how- 
ever useful it may be, and successful as it 
ihas often piroved against small parties of the 
enemy in their desultory, yet impetuous 
attacks. 

The armies which have overrun the conti^ 
nent and have raised the character of France 
as ft military nation, beyond any former 
period of its history, can only be successfully 
opposed by troops- of a similar description 
Inured to habits of regular warfare, and ac» 
customed to undergo the greatest hardships 
of which the human frame is capable.' With 
an army thus organized, commanded by of- 
ficers of approved merit, and possessing the 
confidence of their troops, Spain, aided by 
the vast resources of Great Britain, may yet 
antidipate a favourable, result to the present 
covrtest, and finally accomplish the expulsion 
of the modem barbarians and their sangui- 
nary leaders beyond the Pyrenees; 



THE END. 
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